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70 all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, FREDERICK SCHAFER,
cutter,asubjectof the Queen of Great Bnta,ln,

resulmg at London, England, have invented |

new and useful Impl ovements in Riding-Hab-
1ts, (for which I have obtained a pa,tent in

Great Britain, No. 4,678, bearing date March

9, 1892,) of Wthh the foﬂowmn' i8 a specifica-
thI]

My mve,ntlon relates to riding-habits and

is designed to provideimproved means where-

by, in case of the wearer being unseated or

thrown from a horse, and the hablt-sklrt be-

ing eaught upon the pommels of the saddle
in such a manner as tosuspend the wearer in

& dangerous position, the said skirt will be

disengaged from the wearer, so as to permit
her to fall to the ground while the skirt is
left hanging from the pommels of the saddle.

T'o this end my invention partly consistsin
the comblnatlou with a habit-skirt made with
a burstable seam extending from the top to

the bottom thereof and havmg its edges.

united in such a manner that they can e
easily separated, of alocking fastener for se-
curing the habit-skirt at the waist, a device

~ for unlocking the said fastener, and a cord
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of any suitable material, one end of which

cord 1s firmly secured to the pommel knee or
iece of the riding-habit, and which cord is
guided in suitable guide-pieces orrings, orin
a channel or tunnel in the under side of the
habit-skirt, to the waist-top, where it is at-
tached to the . sald unlocking device in such
a manner that, in case the rlder is thrown or
falls backward, the said fastening device will
be unlocked by the pull exerted upon the
cord, thus permitting the release or disen-

gagement of the habit-skirt from the wearer,

In the acecompanying drawings I have

shown how my said invention may be con-

veniently and advantaweous]y carried into
practice.

Figure 1 is a view showmﬂ' the outer side
of the 1mpr0ved habit-skirt. Fig. 2 isa view
of the under side thereof. Fig. 3is a similar
view to  Fig. 1, showing my improved habit-
skirt adapted to be released from the rider
when the latter falls to either side of the
horse. Fig. 4 18 a front elevation of one form
of the 1mpr0ved fastener. Kig. 5 isa similar

‘view, the front or outer plate of the socket

| being removed, and the parts being shown in

a different position. Fig. 6 is a front eleva-

tion showing the fastener with two cords for

unlocking the same, and Fig. 7 is a similar

35

wew, the frontorouterplate of thesocket be-

ing removed and the parts being shown in a
d1fferent position.

Like letters indicate correspondm parts

throughout the drawings.
0 is the habit-skirt, which is open from d

6o

to e, one of the ad;]a,cent edges being made

to overlap the other, and the two edges being
secured together by any well- known : and suit-
able fastenings which will vield should the
habit hang on the pommels ¢ of the saddle,
and the Walstband be unfastened as herein-
after deseribed. The ends of the waistband
at d are, in the skirt shown in Figs. 1 and 2,
secured by means of the fastener illustrated
in Kigs. 4 and 5. This fastener comprises a

7°

socket f which is secured to the inside of one

end of the wmst-band and in which are piv-
75

oted at g’, ¢’ hooks g, g acted upon by springs

h,h. The sald fastener also comprises a shoul-
‘dered piece or double hook 7 which is secured

to the other end of the waist-band, and is
adapted to be inserted in the socket f and to
engage with the hooks g, g therein, as shown

in Fig. 4. Between thesaid hooks g, ¢ is ar-

rann'ed a sliding piece or unlocking device

the hools d, g, so that, when the said sliding-
piece or unlocking device is pulled outward,

1t w111 turn the hooks d, ¢ about their pwots
g’, g’ and thus disengage them from the dou-
ble hook 7. To the outel extremity of this
sliding piece % is attached one end of a cord
m, the other end of which is attached at m/’

to the under side of the skirt near the right
knee. .

Forsecuring together the edges of theskirt
from d to g1 find it advantageons tousesock-
etsattached toa strip of leather or similar ma-
terial along one edge of the skirt and adapted
to recelve spring buttons attached to a simi-
lar strip of leather or the like along the other

edge of the skirt.

are 80 arranged as to constitute a burstable
seam, SO that when the Wmst-fa,stemnﬂ' 1S un-
locked and the weight of the rider. thrown
apon the habit or_skirt, the buttons will be

These sockets ::md buttons

80 .

| & hawnw inclined shoulders %’ thh bear
against eorrespondmﬂ' inclined surfaces on

Qo -
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easily withdrawn from the sockets and the ] unfastens the waist-band so as to permit the

rider will thus be released from the skirt.
By the means above described, should the
rider fall backward and to the left hand side
of the horse and the skirt be eaught by the
pommels of the saddle, a pull will be exerted

by moved so as to disengage the hooks g, ¢
from the double hook 7; the waist-band will
thus be unfastened, and the weight of the

rider will then force open the skirt from d to

e, S0 that the rider will fall out of the skirt,
leaving the latter hanging upon the pominels.
The waist-band will not, however, become un-
tastened without the pulling outward of the

sliding piece k, that is to say, the hook7can-

not be disengaged from the hooks g by the

simple pulling of the two endsor parts of the

walst-band in opposite direetions.
Instead of providing for the unfastening of

the waist-band when therider falls backward
and to theleft handsideof the horse,as above

described,Isometimesprovide meanswhereby
the said waist-band will be unfastened when
the rider falis forward and to the right hand
side of thehorse. IForthispurposel makethe
waist-band fastening with an unlocking de-
vice consisting of a piece or disk n, Figs. 6
and 7, which is inserted in the socket f be-
tween the spring hooks g, g, before the hook 3

is introduced between the same. This piece |

1 18 attached toone end of a cord p,the other
end of which is attached at " to the upper
side of the skirt near the left knee.- When
this cord is pulled in the direction indicated
by the arrow, the piece n acting upon curved
or inclined surfaces ¢* on the hooks g, g, dis-
engages these hooks fromthe hook 7 and thus

—

L

rider to fall from the skirt should the latter 4o
catch on the pommels of the saddle.

In some instances I nse,in the fastener, the
two unlocking devices /& and n connected to
the cords m and p as shown in IFigs. 3, 6 and

upon the cord m and the sliding piece £ there- | 7. The said cords m and p are preferably 45

passed through holes intheskirt and through
spaces left between the material of the skirt
and the lining of the same.

I find it advantageous to cut or form the
placket-hole in my improved riding-habit or 5o
skirt in the knee-cut thereof to give the gar-

| ment a better appearance, and, as by my im-

proved arrangement for fastening the skirt at
the place where the side seam usually occurs,
no fastenings can be seen, I produce a riding- 55

habit or skirt of elegant appearance and at

the same time absolutely safe and free from
the objections hitherto existing.

What I claim is—

In ariding-habitskirt, in combination, with 6«
a burstable seam extending from top to bot-
tomn thereof, a locking waistband-fastener, a
device for unlocking the same and a cord con-
nected at one end to the unlocking device and
at the other end to one of the knee-pieces 65
of the skirt, whereby, should the wearer be
thrown or unseated from her horse, the un-
locking device will be actuated by the pull
upon the said cord so as to permit the open-
ing of the fastener, substantially as, and for 7o
the purpose, above specified.

' FREDERICK SCIAFER.

Witnesses: -
DAVID YOUNG,
ALEXANDER WILLIAM ALLEN.
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