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1o all whom it may CONCErT:
Be it known that I, JOEN EVARTS SPEARS,

‘of Brooklyn, in the county of Kings, State of

New York, have invented an Improvementin
Indexes, of which the following is a Speclﬁca-
tion.

Book- keeeers usually place the ledger or
other book which is being written into, upon
the right, and the index contalmnﬂ' the names

a]phabetlcally, is placed upon the left and it

is often convenient to turn the pages of the
index with the left hand. Almost all ledger
indexes have been made with the 1etters of
the alphabet at the right edge of the index
book as the same lies open. In some in-
stances, however, the cover of the index has

- been marked with the letters of the alphabet
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upon the outer surface of theback cover,and
in otherinstancesthealphabetical lettershave
been placed at the bottom of the index book.

My present invention is made with refer-

- ence to giving increased facility in manipu-
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lating the index book by either the right or
the left hand, and with this object in view, 1
provide at the top of the book, projecting tags
placed at a slight melmetlon so that the up-

per corners stand out sepa,ra,tely from the |

~next tags, and hence the fingers can be ap-
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plied to the corners in lifting “the tag and the
sheet to which the tag 1is conneeted and 1

prefer to apply the alphabetleel letters to
both surfaces of the tags, so that they can be

read and handled from either side of the book,
and I apply to the outer edges of the sheets,
tags, with the letters of the alphabet upon |
them, so that they can be grasped by the fin-

gers of either hand, to allow the book to be
turned in either direction, and I apply upon
the inner surface of the front cover, a strip
of eardboard or similar thick material paral-
lel with the edge of the cover, which serves to

elevate the edges of the sheets sufficiently to

give access for the fingers beneath the tags
that project from the edges of the sheets,and
by which such sheets are turned in opening
the index at the proper place. |

In the drawings, Figure 1, is a plan view of
an index book as the same 11es open and the
tags are represented in their respective po-

Zo sitionsﬁ and Fig. 2,18 a cross section of the

book as it lies open, representing the tags and

S —

‘sheets with the left hand, and the

the strlp that elevates the outer edﬂ'es of the

sheets.

The index book is composed of any desired
number of sheets, 5, there being either one or
more sheets to eaeh letter of the alphabet,

and these sheeots are bound together as usual-

55

at the back and provided with covers, 6, which .

are of a sufficient size to inclose the sheets,
and preferably the edges of the cover extend
beyond the ends of the tags.

The tags, 2, 2, are apphed to thelouter ed ﬂ*ee'

of the sheets, end these tags are ptefembly
made of strong paper, cloth or similar ma-
terial folded double and lapping upon the
front and back surfaces of each sheet, and
the letters of the alphabet are printed upon

these tags, so that they come in succession,

but it will be noticed that the alphabet com-
mences at the back of the book,that is to say,
the letter A, is applied to the sheet or sheets
adjacent o ‘the back cover of the book, and
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the letter Z, to the sheet or sheets ed,] eeent to

the front cover of the book. This is a great

‘advantage in manipulating the index by the

left ha,nd because as the book lies open at the
left side of the person who may be Wmtmn' in

‘a ledger or other book with the right ha,nd

such person handles the tags on the index

edges of
the index sheets are 1elsed up from the front
cover of the book by the strip, 4, of thick card-
board, or other suitable meteme] which is ap-

plied alonn' theinnersurface of the front cover

and near the edge thereof, as seen in Kig. 2.
I find 1t &dvantaﬂeous to apply the lettels.

of the alphabet upon both surfaces of the
tags, 2, so that all the letters are visible when
the book is open, and in this manner it is un-
necessary to turn the index leaves all in one
dlreetlon or the other direction before select-

be seleeted while the book lies open with the

leaves separated at any portion thereof.
The tags 3, are applied at the upper edges

of the mdex Sheets, and instead of standing

atright angles to the edges of the sheets, such

tan's are p1a,eed at an mellna,tlon and in con-
sequence of each tag being mede of folded
paper, the square fold in the paper at the top
end of the tag causes one corner of the tagto
project beyond the top edge of the next te
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ing the desired one, as the desired letter can
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- S0 that the corner is easily pressed by the | ners project, in combination with a second set
finger in graspingthe sheets to turn the same | of tags projecting at the outer edges of the
to the desired lefter of the index, and it is ad- sheets and having.alphabet letters on each
- vantageous to apply the letters of the alpha- surface snbsmntlally as specified.- 25
§ bet to Toth surfaces of the tags 3, so that the 3. Anindexbook,havinga cover and sheets,
letters of the alphabet upon the tags 3, are | and tags fastened to the edges of the sheets
always visible no matter where the book 1 nmy | and plo;]ectlng, and contammg the letters of
have been opened. | | the alphabet on each of their surfaces, such
- Iclaim as my invention— l tags being placed at an ineclination to the top 30
1o 1. Anindexbook,havinga cover and sheets,- edges of the sheets to cause one corner of
and tags fastened to the edﬂ'ecs of the sheets each tag to project beyond the end of the
and pm;]ectmg, and contammn‘ the letters of | next taﬂ" to facilitate the handling of the tags
“the alphabet, such tags being placed at an | and the turning of the sheets, substantmlly _
inclination to the edﬂ'es of the sheets to cause | as set forth., 35
‘15 one corner of each Lan* to project beyond the ’ Signed by me thlS 181;11 day of Beptembel,
e?dhof the next tag to facilitate the handling | A. D, 1893. _
of thetags and the turning of the sheets, sub- -- o rr
Stantlally as set forth. | | - - -EVARL S SPEARS'
2. In an index book, tags having letters of

|
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Witnesses:

20 the alphabet and attached at the top edges of | GEo. T. PINCKNDY '
the sheets at an lucllnatlon S0 tha,t ‘rhe cor- | W. . MoTT.
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