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To all whom it may concern: _'
~Be it known that I, ALBERT E. McCLURE, a
citizenofthe UTnited States, residing atSedalia,

in the county of Pettis and Stateof Missouri,

haveinventedcertain newand useful Improve-
mentsin Buckles; and I do hereby declare that
the following isa full, clear, and exact deseri p-
tion of the invention, which will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same. |

This invention relates to that class of buc-
kles which dispense with teeth, pron gsor simi-
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lar devices which enter or engage the strap or |

- material secured by the buckle, and the ob-
ject of my invention is to provide a simple
and improved buckle of this class which will
possess advantages in point of simplicity and
Inexpensiveness in construction, convenience
and ease of adjustment in operation, dura-
bility and general efficiency, and which will
be especially adapted for effective use upon
gloves or similar articlesor for light purposes.

In the drawings—Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a buckle embodying my improve-
ments. Fig. 21is a detail top or plan view.
Fig. 3 is a detail side view. Fig. 4 is a detail
plan view of the under side. Fig. 5 is a lon-
gitudinal sectional view. Fig. 6is a trans-
verse sectional view on the line x—u, Fig. 2.
Fig. 7 is a transverse sectional view on the
line y—y, Fig. 2. TFig. 8 is a detail perspec-
tive view showing the parts separated.

Corresponding parts in all the ficures are
denoted by the same letters and numerals of
reference. -

Referring to the drawings, A designates the
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frame or main member of my improved buec--

kle. This frame is approximately hexagonal
In shape, and of skeleton or open form, and
comprises side bars, a a, a rear cross bar, o/,
and a front cross bar, a® In practice, I pre-
fer to construct thisframe of a single piece of
wire bent into form and having its ends meet-
ing at the center of the rear cross bar, as here-
in shown, the portion forming the front cross
bar a® being thus at the center of the piece of
wire and being preferably curved in approxi-
mately semi-circular shape, as illustrated.
A’ designates a cross bar which is secured
50 to the main frame A at about the.center of
the latter and is preferably formed of a piece
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| of wire having its ends, a® @ bent to form

eyes which embrace the side pieces a a of the
frame, the side pieces being preferably bent
inwardly at this point, when the frame is 5g
formed entirely of wire as herein shown, to
provide recesses, a!, which accommodate the
ends of the cross bar and provide for the se-
cure retention of thelatterin position. This |
construction securely obviates any displace- 60
ment or movement of the main cross bar A’
uapon the frame. The cross bar A’ divides
the frame of the buckle into two portions, to
wit: a main rear portion, 1, and an outer front
portion, 2, the latter of which forms a free 65
lifting end by which the buckle may be oper-
ated to permit of the adjustment of the strap.

B designates a sliding eross bar or member
which is mounted upon the side bars a ¢ of
the main portion 1 of the frame and has a 7o
sliding movementthereon. Thissliding cross
bar B is preferably formed of a piece of wire
having its ends bent to form eyes, b b, which
loosely embrace the side barsaa of the frame.

In the application of my improved buckle 75
to specific purposes, a sleeve, C, is preferably
provided, this sleeve being formed of a metal
plate or strap the central portion of which
embraces the rear cross bar o’ of the frame
A while the ends are brought together and 8o
may be secured toashoe,gloveorin any other
adapted position, by means of an eyelet or
other suitable device. Thissecuring piece C,
when formed of metal, serves to clamp the
ends of the wire forming the frame of the buc- &3
kle together at their meeting point and thus
provides a secure construction when the frame
18 formed of wire. The securing piece C may
be formed of a flexible strap, when desired, or
any other adapted form of securing device go
may be employed. It will be noted that the
frame of the buckle has a pivotal bearing
upon the cross bar o’ at its rear end.

In practice, the strap, string or other de- |
vice, S, to be secured has its free end first gs
passed upwardly through the frame A in rear
of the sliding cross bar B, then over said cross
bar and downwardly again through the frame.
Tension upon the strap S pulls the sliding
cross bar B forward so that the strap binds r1¢»
upon the sliding cross bar and against the
fixed cross bar A’ of the frame and is thus se-




- outer end of the frame is thus elevated, the !
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curely retained in position. Increased ten- | frame may'be effected in any suitable man-

sion upon the strap serves to more securely
bind or lock the strap in the buckle. To dis-
engage the strap or loosen it to permit of ad-
justment, it is only necessary to lift the outer
end of the frame, which may be readily ac-

‘complished by engagement of the outer por-

tion 2 with the thumb or finger. When the
buckle has a pivotal movement upon the rear
cross bar o/, and the elevating of the frame
in conjunction with the tension of the strap

causes a rearward movement of the sliding:

cross bar B from the fixed cross bar A’,thus
releasing the strap and permitting it to be
readily adjusted. . N
The strap S may be provided at itsfree end
with a ring or other retaining device, s, to

- obviate accidental disengagement of the free
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end of the strap from the buckle.

While I prefer, in the practical manufac-
tare of my invention, to make the buckle en-
tirely of wire as herein shown, especially when

it is to be used forlight purposes upon gloves,

shoes, or in similar positions, it will be mani-
fest that the buckle may be made of flat metal,
that the main frame and cross bar A" may be
made in one piece, that the outer projecting
portion 2 may be dispensed with and any
suitable means employed forlifting the front
end of the frame, that the connection of the

‘sliding cross bar with the side bars ot the
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ner, and that various manifest modifications
or variations in the details of construction
may be made. I-therefore reserve the right
to all such modifications or changes as prop-
erly fall within the spirit and seope of my In-
vention and the terms of my claim.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim— |

A buckle comprising the main frame A hav-
ing the main portion 1, the side bars a a, the
rear cross-bar o', the outer projecting portion
2, and the fixed cross-bar A’ dividing the por-
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tions 1 and 2; the single sliding ceross-bar or
member mounted upon the main portion 1of

the frame and having its ends engaging and
sliding upon thesaid side bars a o of the maln
portion 1; and a securing sleeve or band C

nrojecting from the rear cross-bar o, where-

by the single sliding cross-bar B is adapted to
move toward. the fixed cross-bar A’ and lift-
ing of the outer projecting portion causes a
pivotal movement of the buckle and a rear-
ward movement of thesliding cross-bar B, all

substantially as and for the purpose set forth. -

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. -

ALBERT E. McCLURE.

Witnesses:
J. R. LITTELL,
M. J. MOMAHQN.
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