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To all whom tt may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES M. MATHEWS
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Seattle, in the county of King and State of
‘«Vashmﬂ'ton have invented certain new and
useful Improvemenfs in Gate-Latches; and 1
do hereby declare the foliowing to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, which form part of this speci-
ﬁcaf,mn and in which—

qure 1 18 a perspective view showmtrthe
lateh attached to a gate, the top bar of which
extends over the front stile. Fig. 2 shows
the manner of attachingitto a D'a,te in which
the stile extends above the top bar.

Like letters indicate corresponding parts.

My invention relates to improvements in
gate-latches designed for attachment to the

top bar of a gate; and consists in certain de- |

vices and combinations hereinafter fully de-
scribed and set forth. |

The object of my invention is to provide a
simple, inexpensive latch, easily applied to a
gate, and one that will antomatically fasten
the gate when shut from either direction, and
1eﬂder it easy and convenient to open the
cgate from either side.

In the drawings, G is the top bar of a gate,
S the front stile, P the gate-post.

A is the latch proper.

B is a cross-bar placed horizontally and at
a right angle to A, and terminating at each
end in a handle H. These handles may be
of any desired size and form.

The lateh A, bar B, handles H and shoul-
ders K are made in one piece in castor wrought
metal.

The latchis attached to the gate by means
of a clasp or cap-plate C, also of cast or
wrought metal, and of the peculiar construec-
tion shown in the drawings. It is fastened
to the gate-bar G by serews at O. At K are
horizontal loops or grooves in C just large
enough to receive the bar B, and forming
loose Dbearings therefor. At D 18 another

loop in C under which the latch A passes,
the object of this loop being to regulate the

height to which the lateh may be ra1sed
On the same side of the bar B to which the

~latch is attached are two stops or shoulders

F designed to fit against the inner edge of the
clasp C and pr event a lateral movement of
the lateh; or the same object may be attained

by Dlaclnn‘ a staple of suitablesize and form,

over the latch A near the bar B.

The bearings at E are placed as near tothe
handles H as possﬂ:)le so as to strengthen the
bar B; and, for a similar reason, Wlth regard

bo

to A, the loop D is placed near the front end |

' of the gate.

One end of the bar B is somewhat longer
than the other, so as to allow it to pass be-
vond the plekets 1.

To fasten the gate it 18 only necessary, as

in the case of many other gravity latches to

push itinward till the latch strikes the upper
beveled edge of the keeper L, when it will
rise and pass into thenotehin the upper edge
of the keeper; to unfasten 1t, it is only neces-

sary fo raise the latch by tummfr the han-
dle H.

M (Fig. 2) is a slot in the stile S, through

{5

which the latech A passes when the stile ex-

tends above the top bar of the gate.

As will be seen by reference to the draw-
ings, the latch may be reversed either later-
a,lly or longitudinally, thus making it adjust-
able to either end of the gate, at the same
time keeping the long arm (:-f the handle-bar
on that side of the frate having the pickets.
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The special advantaﬂ'es of thlS lateh areits

cheapness, simplicity, and easy adjustment to

the gate, no fitting being required except in

the unusnal censtruetlon of gate shown in
Fig. 2. It is strong, durable, and effective in
use. :

Having thus descrlbed my 111&'6111:101:1, what

I claim as new therein, and desire to secure

by Letters Patent, 18—

In a gate latéh, the combination with the
reversible latch bar A, the handle bar B, hav-
ing shoulders F, and handles H all madse of
a Smcrle piece, of the cap plate C having loop
D Wthh limits the upward movement of the
lateh bar A and bearings E formed therem,
substantially as descrlbed

Intestimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses. |

JAMES M. MATHEWS

‘Witnesses: =
GEORGE K. WRIGHT,
J. B. MCDONALD.

90

100




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

