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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CLARENCE D. SHRADER,
a cltizen of the United States, residing at New

~Albany, in the county of Floyd and State of

Indiana, have invented a new and useful At-

-tachment for Coffins, of which the following

18 a specification. |

My invention relates to an attachment for
coiting, designed as a fastening device to se-
cure the coffin lid in place and a deviece for

theattachment of the lowering straps or ropes,

by means of which the coffin is lowered into

thegrave,or removed therefromin exhuming.

The object of the invention is to provide
means whereby the unsafe and uncertain
practice of passing the lowering straps or
ropes under the coffin may be avoided, first,
because such straps or ropes are liable to slip
and allow the coffin to fall; second, because
such straps or ropes are liable to become
caught under the coffin, afterit has been low-
ered, thus preventing the withdrawal of the

strap or rope, and finally, because of the dif- |

ficulty of attaching a strap or rope when it is
necessary to exhume a corpse. -
Further objects and advantages of my in-

- vention will appear in the following descrip-
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tion, and the novel features thereof will be
particularly pointed out in the appended
claims. | , -

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

view of a coffin provided with my attachment

in the operative position, with lowering straps

- attached thereto. Fig. 2 is a transverse sec-
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tached. |
- Arepresents the coffin, having sides, B B,
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tional view of the same. Fig. 3 is a detail
view, in

and the lid, C, and D represents the attach-

ment, comprising, essentially, a socket-piece,

E, and an adjustable screw eye, L. Said
socket piece comprises the plate, G, provided

- with perforations, g g, to receivé screws, g’ ¢’,
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to secure the socket-piece to the inner sur-
face of the side of the coffin, and an integral
boss, H, adapted to fit in a recess or counter
sink, I, in the upper edge of the side of the
cotffin, whereby the upper side of the boss is
flush with the upper edge of the coffin. This
boss is provided witha threaded socket, K, as
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~shown clearly in Fig. 3.

perspective, of the attachment, de-

p—

The screw-eye L comprises a shank, M, a
shoulder, N, and an eye F, above the shoul-
der such eye being formed into a transverse
loop. The portion of the shank just beneath
the shoulder is tapered, being reduced in size
' toward its lower end, and at the lower ex-
tremity of this tapered portion isa threaded
stem, P, to fit in and project through the
threaded socket, K. It will be understood

lid of the coifin, the shoulder bearing upon
the upper surface thereof and the tapered
| 'portion of the shank fitting in a correspond-
ing shaped perforation in thelid, the thread-

| ed stem engaging thethreaded socketand ex-
tending through the same, (which is open at;

its lower end,) to engage the material of the
side of the coffin. The tapered surface of the
portion of the shank which extends through

the lid, and the shoulder which engages the .

upper surface of the same, combine to clamp
the lid firmly in place upon the coffin.

In operation, the lowering straps or ropes,
(straps being shown in the annexed draw-
ings) are passed through the loops at the up-
per ends of the screw eyes, thus enabling the
operators to lower the coffin safely into the

grave, and withdraw thestraps or ropes with-

out danger of catching or “fouling,” as fre-
quently happens when they are passed under
the coffin. Furthermore, when it becomes

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

535

6o

‘that the shank of the eye passes through the
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necessary to exhume -a corpse, the straps or

ropes may be fixed in the eyes without diffi-

culty, the devices for attachment being at all

times upon the top of the coffin. L
Having thus described my invention, what

{ Iclaim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent

of the United States, is— |

' 1. An attachment for eoffins comprising
socket-piece secured to the side of the coffin,
and a screw eye, fitted in a perforation in the

lid of the coffin and engaged in a socket in

sald socket piece, tohold the lid in place, said
screw-eye being provided with a loop for the
attachment of a lowering or exhuming strap
or rope, substantially as specified. @

- 2. An attachment for coffins comprising a
fixed socket piece, adapted to be secured to
the body of the coffin, and a screw-eye hav-
ing a loop for the attachment of a strap or
rope, a tapered and shouldered shank to pass
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through a perforation in the coffin lid, and a |- 4. An attachment for coffins comprising a
threaded stem to engage a threaded socket | serew eye fitted in a perforation in the lid of 13

in the socket-piece, substantially as specified. | the coffin to hold the lid in place, said screw

3 An attachment forcoffins having a sock- | eye being provided with a loop for the attach-

5 et-piece comprising a plate to be secured to ment of a lowering or exhuming strap or

the side of the coffin and a boss adapted to | rope, substantially as specified. _
fit in a counter-sink in the same and pro- In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 2o

vided with an open-ended, threaded socket, | my own I have hereto '_aﬁ'lxed my signature in
and an adjustable screw eye, having a loop, the presence of two witnesses.

10 a tapered shank,a shoulder at the upper end - CLARENCE D. SHRADER.
of the shank, and a threaded stem to engage | Witnesses: - |
the socket in the socket-piece, substantially l THOMAS HANLON,
as speecified. | C. W. COTTOM.
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