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To all whom it may concern:
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Be it known that I, FRANK P. SWEITZER &

citizen of the Umted States, residing at Chl- gin of the leaves.

cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-

nois, have invented certain new and useful
Impwvements in Indexes, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. .

In lerge commercial houses, insurance com-
pemes, &¢.,whereitis necessary to keep books

contelmng a large number of names and ad-

dresses, and where a lercre amount of corre-

spendenee iIsdone, it is a cene1deret10n of ma-

terial Importance to provide an index which
will facilitate the dispatch of business, and

will render it easy to ascertain the address of
any particunlar person, or the names of the

members composing any particular firm or

- corporation with which correspondence is had
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or business is transacted without loss of time
and in a manner easily understood.

T'o this end is the present invention: d1reet |
ed,and it consistsin the details and arrange--
mente hereinafter more particularly de-_
scribed, illustrated in the accompanying

drawings forming a part hereof, and finally
pomted out in the appended cla,lm

Reference is now made to the accompany- |

ing drawings, and to the reference numerals
appearing thereon and whereon similar nu-
merals refer to Slmllar parts throughout.
Figure 1 represents an index book, con-
trueted and arranged in accordance with
my invention opened at the letter M and
showing the supplementary elphebetleel ar-

1enﬂ'ement from A to K. Fig. 2 is a similar

view illustrating my 1nvent10n one page of

the supplementary alphebetlcal arrangement
removed from that shown in Fig. 1. -_
-~ Reference numeral 1 1epresents an index
book of any desired size, number of pages or

style of ruling as may be desired. This book

“may be prewded with the ordinary tabs 2,

which project from the front or outer edge of

the leaves thereof as distinguished from the
top or bottom edge of said leaves; and which
may be provided with a single or double let-

ters, or any combination of letters as may be
desired. In the arrangement shown, I have
illustrated sald tabs as having only single
letters but it is evident that any number. of

letters or combinations thereof may be em-

ployed on said tabs as will be evident.

3 replesents the sub combinations under
eaeh letter also arranged on the outer mar-
For instance in the case

shown in the drawings, the index book is -
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shown open at the letter M of the projecting

tabs, thus revealing an example of the vari-

ous sub- combinations under this letter with
which it might be desirable to provide thein-

dex book. As will be readily understood each

6o

page will be provided with its own particular

sub-combination of letters or, if desired, each

sub-combination may, when necessary, have

allotted to it any number of pages. It will

lowing the first is exposed to a point lower
down the page along the edge of the leaf by
cutting away a portlon of the overlying leaf
or Ieeves in the ordinary manner.

namber or arrangement of this marginal sub-

combination of letters shown in the drawings,

as it 18 obvious that any variation therein

The pres-
ent invention is not confined to the precise

also be readily understood that each page -
containing a sub-combination of letters fol-

s

may be made without departing from the -

spirit and scope of my invention.

- Referencenumeral4 represents the supple

‘mentary index or alphabetical arrangement
under each marginal letter or combination of

letters. Thissupplementary alphabetical ar-
rangement is provided for the purpose of en-

tering in its proper placeanyparticular name

and also the residence, or else entering in its

proper place the names of the members com-
posingany particular firm,corporation orbusi-

ness body, or for any other use for which it

may be adapted. To illustrate, suppose it is

desired to enter the name and residence of a
person the first three letters of whosesurname

fall within the range of Maa—Man, and who'

30

go

resides in Chicago,the book is opened at the

‘tab letter M, as shown inthe drawings and the

particular combination desired i is revealed at
once in thesampleillustrated in the drawings,
and the name sought to be enteredis entered
under the elphebetleellettero in the supple-
mental or alphabetical arrangement referred
to, and so on for any othername. Inlike man-
ner if it is desired to find the name the first

10D

three letters of which fall within the range be-

fore suggested by way of illustration,and who

resides in Chicago, the same operation is per- .

formed, the book opened at the tab M and
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search made at the letter C of the SUpplemen—
tal alphabetical arrangement under the par-

ticular M combination desired. A similar op-

eration is performed when it is desired to use

the book for indexing the names of a firm.’

For instance, take the firm of Madden & Doe,
this would be indexed under the letter D of
the supplemental alphabetical arrangement
under the marginal letters Maa to Man of the
tab-letter M. It is obvious that any number
of pages of the supplemental alphabetical ar-
rangement may be provided under each par-
ticular marginal combination and while I
have shown four such pages, I wish it to be
distinetly understood thatI do not limit my-
self to that or any other number. Nor do I
limit myself tothe particular arrangement or

Spaeing of the supplemental alphabetically

arranged letters as many variations may be
made therefrom without departing from the
spirii or scope of my invention. - S

Reference numeral 5 represents a margi-
nal thumb index to the supplemental alpha-
betical arrangement. This supplemental in-
dex Is formed in the outer margin of tholeaf
by continuing the cut away portion made

necessary in order to reveal the underlying
~marginal letter combinations under the tab-

letters, to a point near the bottom of the page.
As many of these sub indexes are provided
as are sheets of the supplementary alphabeti-
cal arrangement. The first sheet of the al-
phabetical arrangement under each marginal
combination 3, is cut away to a point nearer
the lower edge of the sheet than the next
succeeding sheet and so on throughout the
total number of sheets employed in the al-
phabetical arrangement. The purpose of
this is that the marginal or thumb index of

each page of the alphabetical arrangement |

may not be hidden by the immediately pre-
ceding sheet under the same marginal com-

‘bination of the tab-letter. Thissub index also

greatly facilitates and expedites reference to
any particular letter of the supplementary al-
phabetical arrangement, after the particular
marginal combination is obtained. Thissub-
indexing being located near the lower edge
or below the cut away portion made neces-

sary in each sheet to reveal the underlying

marginal combinations, makes it handy for
the thumb of the person who desires to use

510,622

the index, and I consider this a most impor-
tant feature of my invention. It willthusbe
seen that I provide the tab index, the sub-
combinations under each tab letter, and the
index to the supplementary index under each
sub-combination, all in the outer margin of
the leaf. DBy this arrangement it is unneces-
sary to remove the right hand, or the left
hand in case the index is arranged left-hand-

ed, in order to open the index at any desired
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point. Nor is it necessary to employ the left

hand or the right hand, as the case may bein
order to find any particular name.

‘While I have described and illustrated my
invention as applied to the right hand mar-
ginal edge of the page, it is also evident that

the same is equally applicable to a left hand
arrangement and I do not desire to be re-

stricted in this respectto the particular form
and arrangement shown. - .

- I'have described my arrangement of a sup-
plementary alphabet as applied to indexing
residences or individual names of firms, &ec.,
but it is evident that the same arrangement

may be employed for many other purposes as

for instance for indexing with reference to

the initials of the Christian name. -
Having thus described my invention and

explained its mode of operation, what I claim,

United States, is— |
"In an index the combination of tab letters
projecting from the edge of the pages, mar-
ginal combinations under each tab, the outer
marginal edge of each sheet being cut away
so as to make provision therefor, and at the
same time to reveal all the underlying mar-
ginal combinations under the same tab, a sup-
plementary or auxiliary alphabet under each
marginal combination, a marginal or thumb

index to sald auxiliary alphabet formed near

the bottom of the sheet on the outer edge
thereof by continuing the said marginal cut

| away portion of the sheet below the last mar-

ginal combination of that tab to a point where
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and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the
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it will expose each underlying auxiliary mar-

ginal index; substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth. -
- .. FRANK P. SWEITZER.
Witnesses: . - '
~ J. LAWRENCE GERRY,
- HARRY WHITE.
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