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(Ne medel )

d0 all whom b may concern:

Be it known that I, FRANK HOLT, of Seurh
Pittsburg, in the county of Marion a,nd State
of Tennessee, have invented a new and Im-

proved Plumb-Rule, of which the following

1s & full, clear, and exact description.

The object of the invention is to provide aip

- new and Improved plumb rule, which is sim-
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ple and durable in construction, more espe-

clally designed for the use of masons and

brlekleyers, and arranged to enable the op-
eratorto quickly and aceuretely lay the eton es
or bricks in proper positions.

The invention consists in the peltwuler

construction of a rule having two graduated

blades arranged at'right anglee.with their
edges parallel to one another and adapted to

ﬁt on and to be seeured to the corner of a

wall.

The mventlon also eenmets ef certain perts
and details, and combinations of the same, as

- willbe hereinafter deseribed and then pointed
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plan view of the same,

out in the claims.

Referenceis to be had to the acecompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in Whlch s1m113,r letters of reference indicate

-eorreepondm parts in all the figures.
Figure 1 is a side elevation of the improve-

ment Fig. 2 is a transverse section of the
same on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 1s a
Fig. 4 is a sectional

~ plan view of the same as apphed and on the
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~in alignment with the blade BB and the blade *

line 4—4 of Fig.1. Fig. 5 is a perspective |
| wardly extending hooks D’ adapted to en-

gage the upper edees of the blades B%and B%,
S0 as to securely hold the spirit level in pleee

view of a base plate for the rule to rest on.
Fig. 6,1s a perspective view of a modified
form of thesame; and Fig. 7is a perspective

view of the improvement converted into a

square.

The improved plumb rule 18 prowded with

a rule A, preferably made in two parts B and
B’, eomposed of the blades B?, B4, and B°, B°

respectively, the blades of each set being ar-
ranged at right angles to each other, as illus-
| treted in the dra,wmcrs

The parts B and B’
are united by bolts ¢ extending through the

blades B® and BY and an offset 52 formed in-

tegral with the lewer ends of the blades B2
and B4, it being understood that the said off-

set B* is right a,nn‘ula,r similar to the blades. |
Thus, When the twe parts B and B’ are united

as illustrated in Figs.1 and 2, the blade B¥is

understood by referenee to Fig. 1.
faces of the angularly arr a,nged blades of the

rule A are provided with graduations repre-

"Bﬁ is in elwnment with its eerlespondmn‘

blade I3% In the blades B3, B4, B® and Bf are
formed apertures BY throun'h which nails ean

the corner of the Wall so as to hold the rule

in proper position; thatfle when its upper
art extends above the last course of stones
or bricks laid. Theends of the blades B° B*
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"be driven into the wall to feeten the rule to

bc

and B® B are umted with each other, so as

1 to form at the corner of the united blades, a

vertically extending slot B® as will be reedﬂy
Theouter

senting linear measurements so that the op-

erator is enabled to lay the brwks orstonesac-

cording to the measurement on the rule, and
notthe rule on the bricksor stones, as now gen-

erally practiced. The bolts C for uniting the

parts B and B’ of the rule A are preferably

provided with wing nuts C” as illustrated in

Fig. 1, the said wing nuts serewing up against
the outer faces of. the offset B~
the said bolts are preferably countersunk on

cated in Fig. 2, so that the eerrespondmn'
blades B?%, ]3rj and BY, BS represent an un-

broken surfece tthl]ﬂ"hOllt thelr lenn*th at

their inner faces.

The heads of
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‘the inside of the blades B° and BS, as indi- -

B0

In order to festen the rule in a plumb pe-, o

sition on the corner of the building,

and formed on its two members with dewn-

on the upper end of the rule A.
It will be seen that when the Spmt level D

is-applied and the rule is put in position on

the corner, the bubbles of the level readily

I pro-
vide a double spirit level D made anﬂular

JO

indicate the true position of the rule, and in .

case the latter is not entirely plumb, it can

‘be readily putin such a position, the bubbles
then indicating at the proper zero mark, as
will be reedﬂy understood by reference to

Fig. 3. If desired an ordinary plumb bob

may be used to test the proper pomtron of the

rule, when put in place.
In order to stretcha line alonc-" the sides of
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the building, to enable the operetere between -

two corners, for instance, fo properly lay the
bricks, I provide each rule A on the two ad-



- jacent corners with a slide ]3 made 111 the
form of an angular blade fitted onto the onter

Lo

surfaces of mces of the rule A, as indicated
in Fig. 1, the said slide being provlded with
apertures " through one of which passes the

“rope orecord I stletehed from one slide to the
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other,

the cord or rope being formed with a knot to
prevent it from passing through the slot BS.
By this arrangement, the shdes E on the

rules A on two a,d,]acent corners of a build- |

ing, can be moved up or down on the rules
according to the graduation, so as to stretch
the line P along the side wall to indicate the

heights of the bricks for the next courses.

By thlS arrangement cords may be stretched
from one corner rule A to two corner rules
of similar construction and located at the two

next adjacent corners, so that two walls of |

the building have proper cords to guide the
middle men in laying the stones or bricks

properly, and in accmdance with the bricks

laid by the corner men at the three corners.
‘When starting a wall the rule A is sup-
ported on a base plate G or I formed on one

or two adjacent sides with flanges G’, as

- plainly indicated in Figs. 5 and 6,s0 that the
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lowermost edges of the rule A fit snugly
against the said flange or flanges, to support
the rule in a vertical position until a sufficient
number of courses of bricks have beenlaid to
allow the workman to fasten the rule to the
wall by nails driven through the ape1tuzes
B, as above described.

The base plate shown in Fig. 5 1S more es-
pecially designed for use in acornerof a wall,
while the other plate is adapted for use alono*
a wall; it being, however, understood that the

| ﬂanﬂes are turned toand restagainst the 10W61_
- or base portion of the wall.

When it is desired to use the ruleas a regu-

lar square, then the two parts B and B’ are

435

50

set at angles to each other, and fastened in
place by one of the bolts C, a8 indicated in

Fig. 7.

It will be seen that the rule can be 1eadllv
arranged at the corner of a building and sup-
ported in place to plumb two sides at once,
and it also enables an operator to lay the

and passing through-the slot B8 to
the the inside of the rule, the inner end of

519576 .

| bricks dccozdmn' to the measurement indi-

|

cated on the memberb of the rule, as above
described. -

‘Having thus{t ully described my invention,
I claim asnew and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A plumb rule prov ided with two blades
arranged at right angles to each other and with

t their edwes pmallel to one another, the said

blades bemo' connected at their ends and
spaced 111te1med1d,tely thereof, so as to form

a slot between the blades, %ubst‘mtlal]y as de-

seribed.

2. A plumb rule comprising two blades ar-
ranged at right angles to each otherand with
their edges parallel to one another, and an

angular double spirit level adapted to be se-

cured to the upper ends of the blades, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

3. A plumb rule comprising a rule havmn*
two graduated blades arranged at right anﬂ'les

to each other, and a base plate formedwith

right angular flanges adapted to engage the
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blades of the said rule to support the samein

proper position, subst&ntmlly as shown and

deseribed,

4. A plumb rule compusmg a rule having
two graduated bladesarranged at right an ﬂ'le%
to each other, and a slide Titted on the said
blades at their outer faces and adapted to

carry a rope or eord subbt&ntmlly as shown

and described.

5. A graduated rnle made of two parts,
each havmn* two blades arranged at right an-

gles to each other and with their edges par-

allel to one another, and means, substautmlly

as described, for fastemnn' the said two parts

together, either in an extended orright angu-
lar position,as and for the purpose set forth.

6. A plumb rule provided with a rule made
in two parts, each having two graduated
blades arranged at right angles to each other,
and means, substantially as deseribed, for
fastening the said two parts together, either
in an e‘ttended orright angular position, sub-

| stantially as shown "and described.

FRANK HOLT.

Witnesses:
A. L. P1TTS,
VW. B. GARRETT.
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