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Lo all whom tt may concern: _
- Beit known that I, ALBERT E. MCCLURE, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Se-
~dalia, in the conunty of Pettis and St-et_e of Mis-
5 sourl, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements in Buckles; and I do hereby

declare that the following i is a full, clear, and

exact description of the mventlon ‘which will

enable others skilled in the art to wh1ch it ap-
10 perfains to make and use the same.
This invention relates to buckles of that
- class which embody a base plate or link upon
which is pivoted an upper link carrying a
cross bar operating in conjunction with an
‘15 opening or cross bar of the under link.

The object of my invention is to provide a

simple and improved buckle of this class,
which will possess advantages in point of sim-
- plicity, convenience, inexpensiveness, dura-

20 bility, ease of operation, effectiveness, end

-general efficiency. -
In the drawings:—Figure 1isa perspective

" view of a buckle embedylnﬂ' my improve-

ments, the strap being show# in position and
25 the retaining link belnﬂ closed. Fig.2 is a
eerrespondmﬂ' view. mth the retemmﬂ' link
open., Iig. 3is a detail sectional view, taken
centrally through Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a corre-
sponding view, taken centrally through Fig.
30 2. Fig.bisa detell perspective view et‘ the
' buckle, with the retaining link open. Figs.

6, 7 and 8 are detail views illustrating the'

constructlon and operation of the pivotal leck-
ing connection for the retaining link, Fig. 9
35 is & perspective view 111ustretm9; a modlﬁca-
tion in which the retaining link is formed by
a plate. Kig. 10 is a perspective view of the
construction illustrated in F'ig. 9, the retain-
ing plate being open. Fig. 11 is a perspec-
40 tive view 111ustret1ng a double form of my
‘improved buckle, the retaining plates being
open. FKig. 12 isa perspective view illustrat-

ing a double form of my improved buckle

with a single retaining plate, the latter being
45 shown in open po&utlon Fig.13 is a perspec-

~ tive view,illustrating (in dotted lines) a sepa-
‘rate face plate secured to the retaining link.

Corresponding parts in all the figures are |

denoted by the same letters of reference
Referring to the drawings, A designates
the base plate or main link, which is prefer-

O

-lﬂﬂ'

~wardly over the buckle.

‘the side bars ¢ of the main link or base plate
of the front end of the latter and provided.
with recesses or shoulders, ¢*, which are en-

'ebly ef open or skeleton form and comprises
side bars, ¢ a, a front cross bar a’, a rear
cross bar a?, and an intermediate cross bar,a’’.

B designates the upper pivotal link, which 355
is preferably of open or skeleton form  and
comprises a cross bar b, a front projecting
portion B’, extending to about the front of
the under link, and rearwardly projecting
spring arms, b’ b’ which have a pivotal bear- 60

ing upon the under link at a pomt in rear of

the intermediate cross bar a’’. This pivotal
connection between the upper link B and the
main link or base plate A is preferably formed
by means of gudgeons or projecting ends, 65
b* which are receiv ed in eyesor openings, a’
f_ormed in the side bars a of the under link
by downwardly bent portions, a*, at the outer
side and inwardly projecting lug, a’, at the

inner side, said lug having recesses or shoul- 7o
ders, a®, engaged by the spring arms of the

pivotall link. The bearing ends of these spring
arms are sprung into the eyes or openings,
and by engagement with the recessed or shoul-
dered luﬂ's the upper pivotal link is locked %3
in position. The front projecting portion B’

of the upper pivotal link is preferably turned

“upwardly, as shown at b% to facilitate engage-

ment with the finger in the oneretlon of lift-

0 designatesa pivoted retemmg link, whleh
is meunted at the front end of the main link
or base plate A and is adapted to swing rear-

The retamlnﬂ' link =
Cis preferebly of approximately U-shepe and 85
comprises spring side arms, ¢ Cy hevmg pro-
jecting gudgeons or ends, ¢’ ¢/, which are
mounted in eyes-or openings, ¢* (32 formed in
upwardly projeecting lugs, C’ (7, formed upon

90

gaged by the spring arms of the retaining

link to lock the same in position.

The operation and advantages of myinven- g5 .
tion will be reedﬂy understeod The free end
of the strap, S, is passed Upwerdly through
the portion of the main link in rear of the
‘eross bar a’/, then over the cross bar b of the
| upper link, a.nd thence downwardly in rear 100
of the cross bar a’’. The free end of the
strap isthen carried forwardly under the main

8o




(b

@ of the latter, and through the retaining

10

I3

link C, when the latter may be sprung over
on its pivot to the position shown in Fig. 1,
and the strap will be securely retained in po-
sition with only its front face exposed.

In lieu of having the retaining link of open

or skeleton form, as shown in Fig. 2, it may

be formed by a plate, P, as illustrated in Figs.
Jand 10,said plate being preferably provided
with projecting sides, p p,adapted to inclose
the buckle, and embodying the spring arms,
¢’, and the gudgeons or bearings ¢ In this

construction, the spring arms of the retain-

ing plate preferably embrace the lugs C’, as

- shown, and the plate is locked in position by

20
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35

40

the spring tension of said arms in engage-
ment with the lugs. '

In Figs.11and 12 I haveillustrated a double
form of my improved buckle, in which the
main link or base plate A is suitably extend-
ed in double form and provided with two up-
per links, one at either end, the retaining
links or plates being correspondingly pro-
vided at both ends, as shown in Fig. 11. In

connection with this double form of my im-

proved buckle, especially when the Jatter is
adapted for use as-a belt buckle, a single re-
taining link or plate may be provided at the
front end of the buckle and extended suffi-
cient length to cover the double buckle and
both the upper links of the same, as illus-
trated in Fig. 12, o |

I do not wish to be understood as limiting
myself to the precise construction and ar-

- rangement as herein shown and specified, as
numerous variations or modifications may be |

made in the detail construction and arrange-
ment, especially in the pivotal locking connec-
tionbetweenthelinks,without departingfrom
the spirit and scope of myinvention. Ithere-
fore reserve the right to all such modifica-
tions or variations as properly fall within the
terms and scope of the following c¢laims.

In Fig. 13, I have shown in dotted lines a
separate face plate securedto and carried by

- the retaining link, so that when the retaining

link is in elosed position the face plate forms

519,546

link, upwardly in front of the front eross bar | an ornamental front which may be arranged

to cover and conceal the entire buckle.
Having thus deseribed my invention, I

claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent—

1. An improved buckle, comprising a main
link or base plate having the intermediate
cross bar a’’; an upper link pivotally mount-
ed upon the main link at a point in rear of
the cross bar a’/ and having the cross bar b

and the front projecting portion; and a re-
taining link comprising spring arms having
gudgeons or ends bearing in eyes in recessed
or shouldered lugs projecting from the sides

of the main link at its front end, said pivotal

retaining link being adapted to swing rear-
wardly over the front of the buckle and carry
the strap; substantially as set forth. -

2. An improved buckle, comprising a main
link or base plate having the intermediate
cross bar o'’ and provided with bearing eyes
or openings and projecting locking devices;
an upper link having the cross barb and front
projecting portions and provided with pro-
Jecting spring arms bearing in the eyes or
openings of the main plate and engaging the
locking devices thereon; and a retaining link
comprising spring arms pivotally mounted in
eyes at the sides of the front end of the main

| link and engaging locking devices thereon,

the retaining link being adapted to swing
rearwardly over the front of the bueckle and
carry the strap; substantially as set forth.

3. Inabuckle,the combination, with a main
link or base plate having a cross bar, a’/,and
with an upper link pivotally mounted upon
the main link and provided with a cross bar,

b, of a retaining link having its rear end piv-

50
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otally mounted at the front of the main link

and adapted to swing over rearwardly across
the front of the buckle and ecarry the strap;
substantially as set forth. |
Intestimony whereof I affix mysignaturein
presence of two witnesses. ' -

ALBERT E. McCLURE.

Witnesses:
R. H. Mosgs,
R. IF. HARRIS.

90




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

