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To all whom it may conéerm

Be it known that I, JouN H. COOPER, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Milford,
in the county of Kosciusko and State of In-

5 diana, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Bases for Fence-Posts; and

I do declare the following to he a full, elear,
and exact deseription of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which

ro 1tappertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-

- 1ngs, and to the letters of reference marked
E'hereon, which form a part of this specifica-

10n. |

15 My invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in base portions for
fence posts, and I aim to produce an inven-
tion of this character, which shall be, by its

construction, more durable and substantial

20 than bases designed for a similar purpose.
- To attain these advantages I construct my
base so asto allow any water which is likely to
drain into the sockets, to readily pass through,
and not accumulate, as would be the case in a

25 single socket with no outlet for drainage. I |
further provide openwork to the flanges of |

the metallic base for the purpose of lessening
the weight of the same, which openings form
a more substantial anchorage to the base.
My invention consists further in the novel
construetion, combination and adaptation of
the parts, as will be hereinafter more fully
described and then specifically defined in the
appended claim. | | |
I fully illustrate my invention in the an-
nexed drawings, which with the letters of ref-
erence attached thereto form a part of this
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specification, like letters of reference indicat-

ing like parts throughout the several views, in
which— S |
Figure 1, is a sectional view of a section of
a fence with posts set in the ground. Fig. 2,
is a perspective view of the base for posts;
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Fig. 3 a longitudinal section on the line 2, & |

of Fig. 2. Fig. 4, is a transverse sectional
view of socket.

- Reference now being had to the details of
the drawings by letter, A, designates any or-
dinary fence post designed to be held in a
50 base portion. -

45

B is the base portion which is cast in one
piece from any suitable metal and provided
with, preferably four flanges b, b, &ec., each
of which is provided with the open work as
shown at b, b, which are designed to more
firmly anchor the base when driven in to the
eground, by the dirt or c¢lay accumunlating in
the said openings, and also the base is not as
liable to be heaved when in extremely cold
weather, the soil becomes frozen, as the ex-
pansion is distributed equally in different
directions. | |

D, D, are cylinders or rings cast integral
with the base portion and are adapted to re-
ceive the post, and by this construction it will
be readily seen that the water running down
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the body of the post will readily drain through
the said open sockets or rings thus avoiding

an accumulation of water in a socket of a post
base, which when frozen would quite likely
render worthiess the whole base.

d, is a groove longitudinally of the length
of one of the eylinders D, which is proyided to
lock the said post to the socket, hy means of
a key:. - 75

On the edges of the wings of a part or all
of the flanges I provide the beading E, which
serves to retain the base in the soil more
firmly. The lower ends of the flanges are
pointed as shown to more readily drive into 3o
the ground. | |

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim to be new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— -

A fence post base having flanges at right 85
angles to each other provided with open work
as described, two collars integral with the
said flanges for the reception of the post, the
slot d to receive a key to lock the post to the
collar, and the rounded beads on the edges of go
the flanges, all as and for the purposes set
forth. | |

Intestimony whereof Iaffix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. -

JOHN H. COOPER.
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Witnesses:
THEODORE C. RUSK,
SAMUEL LAVERING,
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