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o all whom it may concern: |
Beitknown thatI, SAMUEL A. GROFF, a eiti-.

zen of the United States, residing at Wash-

IO

20

“Ington, in the District of Columbia, have in-

vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Letter-Boxes; and I do declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact deseription
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, which form
a part of this specification. -

In a letter box as now construeted the ends

of the rods which hold the box against the

lamp post project into the box and obstruect
the passage of lefters through the box. In
stormy weather these rods conduct the water
into the box, soiling and rusting it and dam-
aging the mail matter; and when, in order to
repalr or paint the box, its removal is neces-

~sary, it is with difficulty detached from the

post.

My invention avoids these difﬁculties by

preserving the interior of the box free from

obstructions; by keeping the interior of the
box and its econtents dry, and by facilitating

- the removal of the box from the post. An
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improvement is also made in the indicator as

1s hereinafter deseribed.

The various features of the invention are
1llustrated in the acecompanying drawings, in
which— | |

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my letter
box. Fig. 2 is a vertical section from front

to back., Fig. 3 is a plan view of front of the

base plate. I'ig. 4 is a front view of the box
showing the indicator. Fig. 5 i§ a cross sec-
tion enlarged taken on the line x—2x of Fig.
4, and Fig. 6 is an enlarged eross section of
the base plate and part of the box taken on
the line y—y of Fig. 1. = -

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the different views.

The letter A. indicates a letter box such as
18 usually attached to a lamp post or other
support. On one of its sides and integral

withit are twoparallel flanges a. a.overlapped.

by a horizontal projection B. A base plate
C. curved to fit the post P, is provided with

' a,-rim_.b, which abutsagainst thebox and upon.

two opposite sides of which are formed the

counter flanges b’. b’. adapted to slide upon

the flanges a. a. on the box. The plate C. is

‘secured to the post P. as letter boxes usually

are: viz, with bands d. d. passing around the

post and through holes in the plate where

thelir threaded ends are fitted with nutsc. ¢.;
or in any other preferred manner. A spring
g. 1s attached to the inner side of the plate
C. being made adjustable by the slot ¢’. and
screw bolt s. so that when the box is in po-
sition on the plate C.the button 7. on the end
of the spring will be forced into the hole 7. in
the box thus automatically locking the box

and the plate together. The box can be re-
‘moved from the plate only by opening the

door D, through which the mail is taken out
and pressing back the button 7. when the box
18 easily slid upward and disengaged from
the flanges. The plate C. although removable
when necessary is intended to remain per-

| manently where fixed.

The indicator shown in Figs. 4 and 5 is
formed of a narrow rectangular frame R.
having a recess.r. around its inner edge next
to the box to receive the indicator plate or
card S, -

On one side of the frame R. is a lug 7. in-
clined at an oblique angleto the plane of the

frame and adapted to engage a recess or open-

ing O. in the box; and, on the opposite side,

i8 a spring cateh T. which when the frame is

adjusted on the box enters the hole £. in the
box and retains the frame in place. -

The indicator frame can be removed only
by detaching the eatch T. through the opened
door D. - | - o

What I elaim, and desire to secure, is—

1. In a letter box provided with exterior

flanges a base plate having counter flanges
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adapted to removably engage said exterior .

flanges and having an automatic spring cateh

to secure sald base plate to a support sub-
stantially as herein set forth. |

F

to engage a hole in the box and which is de-
tachable only from within the box and means g3

2. A letter box having exterior flanges over-
lapped by a cross projection in combination

with a base plate having counter flanges to

I00



I0

15

519,427

removably engage said flanges on the box a | the said plate securely to the post as herein

spring on the base plate having a button
which auntomatically engages a hole in the

described. |
4, In a letter box an indicator formed of a

box when the latter is in operative position | frame having a recess around its inner edge

and means for securing said base plate to a
support as herein set forth.

3. A letter box base plate having a forward
projecting rim which abuts against the box,
flanges formed upon two of its opposite sides
to engage flanges on the box, a spring cateh
adjustable by means of a slot therein and a
screw bolt, and having a button to automadti-
cally engage a hole in the box a curved back

to fit upon a lamp post and holes to receive |

I ,

the threaded ends of the bands which by
means of nuts screwed upon said bands bind

-

to receive the inscribed plate, an inclined lug
adapted to engage a recess in the box and
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opposite thereto a spring catch to automati-

cally engage a hole in the box when the indi-
cator is in position ag herein described.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.,

SAMUEL A. GROFF.

Witnesses: B
CHAS. P. SWETT,
JOSEPH IHARPER.
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