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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 518,200, dated April 10,1894,
' Application filed February 1, 1894, Serial No,498,806, (No model.

To all-whom it may concern.:
Be it known that I, GusTav ScHOMIG, of Vi-

enna, Austria-Hungary, have invented an Im-

proved Plano for Children, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. |

I'his invention relates to an improved pi-
ano-like instrument for children, its object
being to provide a piano which, when played
by a child (2. e. when any of the keys are
struck or depressed) will cause regular musie
to be played, so long as the child continues to
strike the keys. To effect this, I make a min-
iature piano, whose construction and opera-
tion are as follows: |

In the accompanying drawings:—Figure 1,
i8 a part side elevation and part sectional
view of the invention. Fig. 2,18 a plan view
of the same, and [igs. 3 and 4 are detail
views similar to Fig. 1 of modifications.

Referring first particularly to Fig. 1:—the
keys b which are pivotally arranged at ¢ and
which are constantly forced by springs ¢, ¢’
into normal that is upper position, operate
directly or indirectly upon a rail, rod or ledge
d running across the piano. This rail is pro-
vided with levers d*® carrying an arresting
finger e which, when the keys are in normal

- position, comes within the range of and en-
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gages with arms or wings 7 of an ordinary
musical clock - work or mechanism. This
clock-work is arranged inside the piano, and
18 preferably concealed by the lid or top of
the miniature instrument. The shaft or ar-
bor of the clock-work projects through the
wall of the piano, so that same can be wound
up by means of a handle or key. The said
rail is secured to one or several pivotally ar-
ranged levers £ pivoted at 7, and provided
with prismatic nose piece d’ projections or
shoulders preferably covered with leather
upon which the extensions & of the keys op-
erate in such manner, that said projections d’
are moved toward the clock-work, when the
keys are struck or depressed. The said ar-
rester finger is mounted on a lever of the rod
or rall, and owing to the yielding or moving
of the projections, such lever disengages the
arrester finger from the clock work and thus
allows the latter to advance so long as the
keys are strueck. | |

1 also provide an arrangement for prevent-
ing the stopping of the clock work immedi-

atcly the keys are released or playing is dis- !

1 continued. This is eﬁected by means of a

tongue [ at the end of the aforementioned le-
vers (which are made of any suitable elastic
material, such as leather, wood, &c.), the end
of which tongue, when the keys are released
and before the arrester finger can engage with
the clock work rests upon and is earried along
with a cog wheel m of the clock work until
it reaches such a position that the arrester-
finger engages with and stops the clock-work.

It will beevident, thatthespringsemployed
for forcing the keys back into their normal
position after being struck, may be variously
arranged. Therod or rail may also be pivot-
ally arranged as at ¢ underneath the keys as

in Fig. 3 when the arrester finger is directly

connected with such rail by means of one or
more levers. The keys may also be made to
act upon the pivotally arranged rail d and the
arrester finger carried bysaid levers by means
of projections, d? similar to those on the rail,
in which case the arrester finger engages with
the clock work from underneath as in Fig. 4.
The rails, together with the levers and arrest-
ing finger are counterbalanced by weights or
springs in such manner, that they always re-
turn to their original ornormal position when
the keys are released.

I claim— |

1. In combination in a piano,the clock work
mechanism comprising the wings f, the keys,

‘the arresting means for the wings f and the

connection thereto from the keys, substan-
tially as described. .

2. Incombinationin a piano, the ciock work
mechanism, comprising the wings f, the ar-
resting fingers therefor, the keys and the piv-
oted lever between the keys and the wings
carrying the arresting finger, substantially as
described. | _

3. In combinationina piano, tne clock work
mechanism comprising the wings / and the
gear m, the arresting finger, the pivoted lever
carrying the same, the keys for operating the
lever, and the yielding tongue [ to engage the
gear m, to retard the action of the arresting
finger.

In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand

in presence of two witnesses. ~
GUSTAYV SCHOMIG.
Witnesses: - o
PHILIPP STIESS,
DEAN MASON.
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