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T a,ZZ whom it may COTNLCETTY:

Be it known that I, HELEN L. ALEXANDER

a, citizen of the Umted States, residing at

Washington,in the District of Columbla, have
invented a new and usef ulVeﬂ-OleSp, of which

the followmg is a specification.

My invention relates to 1mpr0vements in

| Ve11-clasps or holders, the objects in view be-

 C

- tially twisted, so as to interlock, and tere:u-_
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ing to produce a very simple, readily applied

device of this class designed to be applied to

the ends of veils for eonvemenﬂy jolning the
same, whereby the necessity of tying and pin-
ning said ends for this purpose is avoided.
Wlth these and other objects in view the
invention consists in a ¢lasp composed of two
members, the one constituting an eye having
a neck oroffset,and the other a pair of spring-
jaws whose terminals are crossed and par-

nating in ﬂua,rd ends for engaging with the
offset of the opposite member.
Referring to the drawings:—Figure 13 is a

general view of a clasp embodymg my inven-

tion, the same being in position upon a veil,
Kig. 2 is an en]arn'ed detail view of the ends
of the veil, the eleep being in position. Iig.
3 is a detail in perspectwe of the two mem-
bers composing the clasp. Fig. 4 18 a modi-

fied construction of clasp.

Like numerals of referenee 1ndlee.te like
”mto the lo_eklno' offset 10 of sald eye, and

‘upon a release of the pressure by the thumb
and forefinger upon the curved arms 4 the

parts in all the figures'of the drawings.

In the pra,ctlce of my invention I construet

~a clasp eomprising two members which I will
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designate as the locking member 1. and .the
loop member2. In formmn' the locking mem-

~ ber I employ a blank of spring-wire of suit-

able length and resiliency, and bend the same
at its center so as to form the opposite nar-
row neek portion or croteh 3 similar to the

usual garment clasp or supporter. Beyond

the crotch-portion the members are curved in

semicirecular form, forming the spring-arms
4, said arms crossing each ‘other at 5, and be-
ing curved slightly outwald at 6 and pro-

Vlded at their extremities with guards or balls |

7, the tendency of these arms belnﬂ' to sepa-
rate The opposite or loop member is pref-
ereblyr composed of wire, or it may bestamped
from sheet-metal. Thesame consistsof anar-

d1aa.r1etr1ealljr opposite sides of the eye with

a locking-eye or offset 10.

In use the ends of the veil are shpped |
~throucrh the crotches 3 and 8 of the two mem-

bers, the members being thus secured in po-

sition thereupon in such manner as to avoid

tearing the veil and yet to obviate any acei-
dental displacement or slipping:

in proper position.

In Fig.4 I have 111ustrated a ellﬂ‘htly modi-
fied eenst1 uction of elasp, such -modifieation

consisting in producing at the crotch of each
member a spring-eye12,s80 thatthe intermedi-
ateportion,or that portmn between the spring-

eye and the curved terminals will have a tend-

ency to spring together and clasp upon the
vell.

In order to effect an mterlockmﬂ' of the

H Having ad-
justed the members in position when they
-meet and interlock the veil wﬂl be secured

The lemalnder of the conetruetlon is
| the same as described. |

| termmals of the member are ehaped to form
an eye 9, and in line with the crotch, or at

relation to the croteh; the eye 9 merges lnto 55
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members of the clasp it is simply necessary

to compress the curved sides 4 of the locking
member together and introduce the guards or
balls 7 together with the curved terminals

| upon whlch they are mounted through the en-
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larged eye 9, and from thence pass the same .

| tendency of the terminals of the locking mem-

ber to separate will cause the guards or balls
of the curved extremities to engage with the

opposite sides of the offset 10 and thus effect
a locking.

it will be obvious that the parts
cannot separate,in that the terminals having

Q0

spread they cannot repass through the nar-

row neck or opening 11 leading to the offset
10 from the enlarged eye, nor can they pass

| through the offset 10 by reason of the pres-

ence of the guards or balls, so thal.a secure
locking is effected. VVhen it is desired to
disconnect the clasp the curved arms 4 must
be slightly compressed or to a sufficient de-

‘gree to permit them to pass through the nar-

row neck 11 into the enlarged eye 9, when a

row neck or crotch 8, similar to the crotch or | lateral separation of the members may read
neck 3 of the member 1, beyond Whlch the 11y take pla,ce, _ |
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From the foregoing deseription in connec- |

tion with the accompanying drawings it will
be seen that I have provided a very simple
construction of clasp whose members may be
readily manufactured and cheaply sold to the
publie; which may be readily applied to the
ends of veils and will efficiently and securely
interlock against any accidental separation,
and which may be readily connected and dis-

connected by the wearer without the ::ud of

a mirror for this purpose.

It will be observed that by reason of the
terminals or armns being curved outward, as
indicated at 6, the two members when con-
nected will lle flat against tlle back hair or
hat of the wearer. |

The advantages secu red by the employment' |

of such a devme as the foregoing are well

2C
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known, but might well be stated. Vells are
necessarily, when a clasp is not employed,

bought longer than actually required for ty- |

ing, in that, by the tying they become irayed
at the ends, torn, and consequently shortened

until finally, and usually before the vell is

half worn out, becomes too short for use. DBy
the employment of a clasp the excessive

length of wveil necesscm]y purchased at the
: outset is avoided and just enough is pur- |
chased to connect by means of the clasps and |
' myown I have hereto aflfixed my signaturein

the veil never grows shorter by reason of the

operation of tylnfr and untying.

~ seribed myv clasp as adapted for veils, yet it |
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Although I have herein shown and de-

will be obvious that it may be employed for
other purposes, as for instance, holding tick-
ets, supporting hose, connecting the ends of
sashes, &c.

Having described my mventwn what I
claim is—

1. The herein deserlbed clasp, the same 40

comprising the locking member 1 adapted at

‘its outer end to engage with a veil or the like,

and at its inner end. h'wmfr dpposite ecurved
spring arms crossing each other and provided
at their extremities Wwith ouard-balls, and the
loop member adapted dt_lts outer end to en-
cage with a veil or the like, and 1in advance
of the same provided with an enlarged eye

having atits front side a smaller eye or off-

set, between which and said offset a narrow
neck or entrance is formed, substantmlly as

specified.
- 2. The herein descrlbed clasp, the same
comprising the locking member 1 adapted at

its outer end to engage with a veil or the like

and at 1ts mner end hm"mn‘ oppoglte curved

frumd balls, and the loop member adapted at

45
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1ts outer end to engage with a veil or thelike, 60

and in advance of the same provided with an
enlarged eye having at its front side a smaller
eye or offset, between which and said offset a
narrow neck or entrance is formed, subst‘m-
tially as.specified.

1In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

the presence of two witnesses.

HELEN L. ALEXANDER.

Witnesses: |
JOHN H. SIGGER%
K. G, SIGGERS
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