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Lo all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, EsTEs H. LAYMAN, a
States of America, re-
siding at Des Moines, in the county of Polk
and State of Towa, haveinvented an Improved
Apparatus for Handlin gand Preserving Eggs,
of which the following is a specification.
The object of my invention is to provide a
simple, cheap and durable crate having a plu-
rality of eggdrawerstherein, so arran ged that
every egg in the drawer may be turned by

moving a frame within each drawer and to

provide means whereby a number of erates

- may be placed in longitudinal alignment and

the frames within the drawers connected with
each other so as to be moved simultaneously
and to construct the crate so that a number
of them may be placed the one above the
other and held in position with all of the
drawers therein locked.

With these ends in view my invention con-

~sists in details in the construetion, arrange-

ment and combination of parts as hereinaf-

~-ter set forth, pointed out in my claims, and
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illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in

which— - | |
Figure 1 is afront view of two crates placed
the one above the other, with a ‘portion of g

‘third, shown above the second in dotted lines

and one or more egg drawers shown placed
within the frame C and in position, in each.
Fig. 218 a top or plan view of one of the
drawers, and a portion of a second one placed
In proximity to one end thereof with the slid-
ing frames coupled together. Fig. 3isa lon-

gitudinal vertical sectional view of a modi-

fied form of drawer, and Fig. 4 is aside view
of one of the crates and a portion of a second
one placed thereupon, parts being broken
away to show the position of the drawers, &c.

Referring to the accompanying drawings

the crate is seen to be composed of the thin
side pieces A, A, the vertical braces A?on the
outside thereof, the cross pieces A3secured to
the ends of the uprights A% on*the top and
bottom of the crate,thelongitudinal su pports

A* at the bottom of the interior of the crate
to support the egg drawers and the longitudi-
nal strips A® at the top and the bottom of the
crate so arranged that when two crates are
placed on top of each other said strips will

| engage each other and prevent alateral move-
ment of the crates relative to each other. |
T'he drawers are composed of the rectan-

gular frames B having the top edge of their
end pieces somewhat lower than thetop edges
of the sides for purposeshereinafter set forth
and their bottoms formed of the wire netting

B* said drawers being of such a size as to fit
‘into the crates and to be placed therein with

their side pieces resting upon eachother. A
frame C rectangular in shape and having a
cross plece in its central portion and open at
its top and bottom, is placed upon the bot-
tom B®of the frame B, to be capable of a
slightlongitudinal movementrelative thereto.
T'his frame C is filled with egg cells C? which
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are preferably composed of paste board and

loosely placed in said frame C, the cells
of a size and

and allow it to rest nupon the bottom B? of

being

the frame B so that when the frame Cis

moved longitudinally in the frame B, the eggs
will be turned. " L

D designates a link adapted to enter bores
in the end piece of the drawerand in the end

immovable within the drawer or to couple it

with a like frame within a drawer in prox-

imity thereto as clearly shown in Fig. 2.
F designates a rod adapted to be extended

shape adapted to admit an egg
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| piece of the frame C so as to hold the frame
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through the crate, and the end of each drawer

within the crate, and when a number of
crates are piled upon each other, to be ex-
tended through all of them and hold them in
position relative to each other and lock the

| drawers therein.

In practical use, a number of crates are
placed upon each other in a suitable storage
room, the cells in the drawers filled with

eggs and the drawersplaced in thecratesand

resting upon each other, asecond lot of crates
13 then placed at one end of the first and filled
with egg drawers in a like manner, the slid-
ing frames within the egg drawers are then
connected by means of the links D, (the end
portions of the egg drawers being lower than
the sides to permit-this.) Itwill now be seen

that a storage room may be completely filled

with the crates and if access is had thereto
at one end all of the eggs therein may be eas-
ily turned by sliding the frames in the said
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end longitudinally within the drawers, it be- | secured to the top and bottom of the frame or

ing a well known fact that a frequent turning
of eggs adds to their keeping qualities.

In the modified form of egg drawer shown
in Fig. 3 the drawer or frame Bisopen at its
top and bottom and has the cross pieces H at
the under side to support the sliding frame.
C designates the sliding frame within the
drawer B and provided with a bottom H* of
of wire netting. IT3are cross pieces fixed to
the drawer B and estended transversely above

the sliding frame C. C? designates the egg |

cells loosely placed on the bottom I of the
rrame C and arranged so as to not quite fill
up thespacein the frame Cso that a longitudi-
nal movement of the frame C will cause the
bottom H? to be moved and the cells C* be
held stationary, to turn the eggs contained
therein. - -

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim as new, and desireto secure by Letters
Patent of the United States therefor, is—

1. A crate for storing and shipping eggs,

comprising a suitable rectangular frame or
box, a number of sliding drawers therein

adapted to contain eggs, longitudinal strips i

box to mate with like strips secured to con-
tiguous boxes to prevent lateral movements

l of the frames or boxes relative to each other, 30

and a rod adapted to be extended through
the frame or box and said drawers, substan-
tially as, and for the purposes, stated.

9. An improved apparatus for handling and
turning eggs comprising a crate formed of the 35
parts A, A% A® and A%, the longitudinal strips
A5 secured to the top and bottom of thecrate
to prevent the lateral movement of two crates
relative to each other when placed the one
ahove the other, the egg drawer composed of 40
the parts B, B3 Cand C% a link detachably
secured to the part C and adapted to be at-
tached to a like part of a contiguous egg
drawer, as set forth, and & rod ¥ adapted to
1o extended vertically through the crate and 45
all of the egg drawers therein for the pur-
poses stated.

ESTES H. LAYMAN.

Witnesses:
J. RALPH ORWIG,
THOMAS G. ORWIG,
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