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To all whom it-may concern:

Be it known that I, Isaac C. STETSON, a citi-
zen of the United btates, residing at Damaris-
cotta, in the county of Lincoln “and State of
Maine, have invented certain new and useful
Implovements in Fruit-Pickers or Pruners;

- and I do hereby declare the following to be a

- IG

full, clear, and e:xaet description of the inven-

tlon sueh as will enable others skilled in the |

art towhich it appertmn% to make and use the
same.

IFigure 1,is a pelspeetwe view of this de-
vice 1ead3 for use. Fig. 2, is a detail in per-
spective showing the pruning fingers of the

grab; Fig. 3, views in detail qhowmﬂ* the cut-
ting edﬂ'e of the grab finger; Fig. 4, seetlonal
_detall of the lower end OE the chute, Fig. 5,

 a detail showing the top of thechute attached
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to the handle by wires.

T'his invention belongs tothat general class
of devices known as fruit plckets and the
novelty in the present instance consists in
the construction of the several parts, in their
combination with each other and in the de-
vice as a whole all as will now be more fully
set forth and explained as well as pointed out
in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings A, denotes
any suitable handle, prefemblv made of wood
and 1n a single piece or jointed as at a. To
the top of this handle is fastened by itssocket
or in any convenient way or manner the frait
grab B. 'T'his ig usually made of cast metal
and has at one end a socket b, screw threaded
or otherwise, and at the other the bent fingers
b’. Itisopr eferred to have four of these, Dbut
of course the number may be less or greater
When this grab is thus placed on the end of

“handle A, it will come somewhat centrally
over the open top of the chute or spout C,

which is adjustably attached by the extended
ends of the wire ¢, to the slide a’, on the up-

per-end of the handle A, just below the sock-

eted end of the grab. Thus its position can
be regulated at will by means of the set screw
a?, which passes through the free ends of the
slide. It may be best to have the ends of the
wire ¢, where they start from the open mouth

- of the chute as in Fig. 5, properly bent so as
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to embrace the handle staff while the free
ends are held by set serew or clamp a?.

To assist in holding up the top of the chute |

a3, to the handle.

' delivery end c®.

of which are attached at each side and to-
ward the front of the wire ¢, about the chute
top, while the free ends embrace the staff of
the handle or the shank of the grababove the
ends of wire ¢, and are here adjustably se-
cured or held by clamp or set screw like as

‘the ends of wire c.

| there is pwwded the wire support ¢ theends
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6.0

- The chute or spout C is preferably made

of canvas or any textile material and is suffi-
ciently long to extend down near to the end
of the handle so that the fruit may have but

little way to drop from its end into a basket

or any convenient receptacle. Preferably at
points along its length it is detachably se-

cared as by chain or cord ¢’ and screw eye
Also at its lower.end 1t is
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secured detachably to the handle in a simi-
lar manner at ¢4, and a®. The lower end ¢, of
the chute is somewhat curved so that the
fruit in sliding down may be gently delayed
In its passage before it finally drops from the

tition % a little above the beginning of the
dehvery and so thatthefruit asitpassesfrom

the bend may first touch that and thus more

effectually deaden the forece of 1ts fall.

The second or third of the bent fingers of the
grab can be utilized as means for praning,
by inserting the cutting blade D, along the
lenﬂ'th of the finger. Pret‘erably this blade
18 detachably secured to the finger by SCrews
or otherwise. .

In operating the device as a fruit picker it
may be best to exercise care 80 as to use the
space between the first and second and third
and fourth fingers and thus the fruit will be
pullied or plucked so as to preserve the stem.
But if accidentally, or otherwise; the stem

comes between the second and third fingers

the device can be so handled that it will not

| necessarily cut the stem of the fruit.

It may be best to have a par-
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80' |

90.

The use of the device as a pruner can be gj

carried out in the best manner, though obvi-

ously very large branches cannot be cut by

it. Yet as the largest part of pruning fruit

trees relates to the removal of small branches
or twigs my device is adapted for about all
the needs the fruit grower will have In mere
clipping and tllmmmﬂ of the trees.

What I claim is—
1. The combination of the handle, with the
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grab having bent fingers, and thé chute or
spout adjustably attached near the upper end
of the handle and provided with wires ad-

justably attached to the handle to hold its

5 open end in close relation tothe fingersof the
grab, substantially as desecribed.

2. The combination of the handle with the
grab having bent fingers, and the chute or
spout C, having at its upper end the wires ad-

ro justably attached to the handle to hold its
mouth open and also in close relation to the

fingers of the grab, and other wires to sus- |

.|u:i:l

| tain it adjustably to and on the handle, and

also provided with means along its length for
attaching it to the handle, and having a bent 15
or curved lower end provided with a parti-
tion, whereby the descent of the fruit is reg-
ulated, substantially as set forth.
In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.
ISAAC C. STETSON.
Witnesses:
EMERSON HILTON,
WM. H. HILTON.
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