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To all whom it maz J COTLCEPTL:

Be it known that I, JOHN SHEPHERD, a citi-
zen of the United St&tes residing at Memphls,
in the county of Mdcomb and State of Michi-

5 gan, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Hopples, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification, reference being had
therein to the accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to a new and useful
improvement in hopples and consists in the
construction and arrangement of parts here- |
inafter described and deﬁmtely pointed out
in the claim.
| In the drawings, Figure 1 is 4 side eleva- |
15 tion of my device as applied to a horse’s leg.

Fig. 2 is a detached perspective view of the |
same, the securing straps being open.

A and B are two bands of a Sulta,ble length

to encircle the leg of a horse above and below

20 the knee and prowded with suitable means |

- for securing them thereon, such as the straps

a and buckles b. These bands are suitably
padded to prevent abrasion of the limb of
the animal.

Cis a strap preferably of ]eather secured
at one end, as shown at D to one end of the
band and a,t the other end adapted to engage
with the buckle E.

F are guide loops prefembly formed of a
leather strap and arranged in pairs upon the
bands in such relation thereto that when the |
bands are folded upon the horse’s leg, as
shown in Fig. 1, these loops will be at each |
side of the leﬂ' The strap C passes through
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| arranﬂ'ed the rigid bars G preferably of wood

havmﬂ* eyes H at the ends through which the r'

The bars G are curved to

of the bands and having their other ends ad-
justably secured to the Opp{)S]te ends of the

the guide loops F and between said loops are |

strap C passes.

conform to the shape of the side of the leg of .
the horse, toprevent a,brasmn orin ;|ury there-
to when in position.
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With my device applied to the front leg of

a horse it is evident that if the straps C are
tightened to give little or no slack, the horse
cannot bend his knee more than to slowly 45
walk about and it will be impossible for him

to Jump or run with the device in position.

By loosening the strap C more or less the
horse can bend his knee proportionately to

the slack in the said strap which will form a 5o
flexible loop I between the guide loops F, the
length of this loop governing the amount of
movement which the horse can have at the
joint. _
I have foundtha,t a device of thiskind while 5 5“ |
permitting the horse considerable freedom

for walkmg, to graze and in ]ymﬂ' down will

| prevent his running or jumping and at the

same time that there is little or no possibility
of his injuring himself from its use. 6o
What T claim as my invention is—
The combination of the bands A B ha,vmfr
securing means as described, of the straps C |
seeured at one of their ends to one of the ends
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bands of the guide straps I arranged in pairs
on the straps C the loops I of the straps C
between said D*u1de straps and the curved
rigid bars G ha,vmr-r eyes with whieh said 7o
loops I engage, the parts arranged and oper-
ating, subbtantmlly as and for the purpose
described.

In testlmony whereof I affix my swnature in
presence of two witnesses. | |

JOHN SHEPHERD. -

- Witnesses: | |
JAMES WHITTEMORE
M. B. O’DOGHERTY
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