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To all whom it may concern: |

Be it known that I, GEORGE F. BAIRD, of
~ Austin, Mower county, Minnesota, have in-
vented certain Improvements in Adjustable

Casket-Clamps for Hearses, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. | "

My invention relates to casket holding aft-
tachments for hearses, its object being to pro-
vide adjustable means for securing a casket
or coffin of any size,in place in the hearse,s0
as to prevent its movement therein while be-
ing transported. o

To this end my invention consists in ar-

ranging a converging series of slots in the bed

or bottom of the hearse body, and in arrang-
ing in said slots stops which, when slipped
along the slots may be closed and bear against
the opposite sides of the casket, so as to hold

it firmly in place. These stops are operated
by two pairs of pivoted arms, each pair of

arms being attached to a block threaded upon
a reverse screw shaft or rod, so that the blocks
are caused to approach each other when the
shaft is turned in one direction,and are sepa-
rated by its reverse movement. Means are
also provided for adjusting the position of the
serew shaft so as to relatively shift the posi-
tion of the stops, to adapt them to the shape
of a coffin as well as a casket. -

Other features of my invention will appear
in the following description and claims taken
in eonnection with the accompanying draw-

Figure 1 is an inverted plan view of the
bottom of the hearse body showing the ex-
panding pivoted armsand the actuating screw
shaft. Hig.2is aside view of the same. Fig.
3 is a plan view of the bottom of the hearse
body showing the converging slots and the
stops adjustable along the same. Fig. 4£1s a
partial bottom plan view showing means for

adjusting the position of the screw shait so

as to adapt the stops to the shape of a coffin
instead of a casket, and Fig. 5 is a side view
of the same. | _ _

In the drawings 2 represents the bottom or
bed of the hearse body fitted with casters 3 to
carry a casket in the ordinary manner. The
plates 4, having the longitudinal slots 5 con-
verging from each cornertoward thecenter, are
arranged in the bed. Underneath the bed 18
arranged the reverse screw shaft 6 mounted in

‘block 11 are

% bearings 7,8 and 9, having aright hand thread

on one side of the bearing 8 and a left hand

‘thread on the othersideof thebearing. Fitted

to this shaft on eachside of thebearing 8, are
blocks10and 11, Totheblock10 ispivoted the
pairof arms 12 and 13, the other endsof whiech
are connected to the stops 14 and 15, which
yun in the slots 5 of the plates 4 at the corre-
sponding end of the bed. Similarly to the

like manner connected to the stops 18 and
19, fitted to the slots at the other end of the

bed. It will thus be seen that as the shaft 6
is turned in one direction the blocks 10 and
‘11 are both earried toward the center bearing
'8, thus thrusting thestops outward along the

slots, but with the reverse movement of the

shaft the blocks are separated and the stops

drawn down toward thecenter lingof the bed,
o0 as to clamp upon the casket placed between

‘them. Rach pair of arms is connected preif-

erably to the block threaded on the shaft at
the opposite end of the platform, so that the
angular movement is very much less abrupt
than if they were connected to the blocks ad-
jacent to the slots in which the stops car-
ried by them work. The arms are therefore
crossed over each other as shown, and the

blocks threaded upon the shaft are separated,

when the stops are drawn together, and ap-
proach each other toforce the stops outward.

In order to operate the shaft 6 I provide an
extension 20 fitted with a crank 21 at the rear
end of the vehicle.
ing coupling 22 with the shaft 6,s0 that when
not in use the crank may be thrust inward
beneath the bottom of the body and out of
sight, where it is prevented from turning by
the body. In some cases means for adjust-
ing the longitudinal position of the shaft 6
are necessary in order to adjust the stops to

the tapering form of a coffin. For this pur-

pose I mount the bearings for the shaft upon

a plate 23, which is held upon the bottom of

the body by means of the bolts 24 passing
through the slots 25, which permit a slight
longitudinal movement of the plate. At the
rear end of the body I provide a rack 26 fixed
to this plate, with which engages a segmental
oear 27 pivoted to the body, and provided with
a handle 28 by meansof whichit may be turned
so as to move the rack, and with it the plate

pivoted the arms 16 and 17, in.

This shaft 20 has a slid-
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~the body it carries with it the pivoted: arms,

and consequently draws the stops 14 and

15 inward while carrying the stops 18 and

5 19 outward, or increasing the space between

them. This adjustment is made to compen-

sate for the difference in width between the

ends of the coffin. ' |

In use the shaft 6 being turned to foree the

10 stops outward along their slots a sufficient

distance, the casket is run in over the Sup-

porting casters. The shaftthen being turned

in the opposite direction the stops are drawn

inward until they bear with any desired press-

15 ure against the sides of the casket and hold it

firmly in place. The handle 21 being slipped

inward and underneath the body, is kept from

turning and the clamp devices are therefore
firmly held against the casket.

20 In case a coffin is to be used, the handle 28

of the segmental gear 27 is turned to carry

28, If the plate is moved toward the rear of _

- the plate 23 with its attachments toward the |
stops slidable toward and from the corners of

the bottom of the body and the middle line:
‘thereof, of the reverse screw shaft arranged
‘upon sald middle line, the blocks threaded
upon said shaft, the arms connecting said
. blocks with said stops, the journal support for
‘said-shaft slidable longitudinally thereof, the
‘rack connected to said support and the gear
‘meshing with said rack, and adapted to ad-
just the position of said journal support and.

rear of the vehicle; and thus adjust the for-
ward stops nearer together than the others.
25 The coffin then being placed in the vehicle
and the handle 21 turned, the stops are car-
ried inward into contact with the coffin and
firmly secure it.
I claim— - -
30 1. In a hearse, the combination with the

bottom thereof having slots converging from |

each corner toward the centerline, of the stops
working in said slots, the reverse screw shaft
arranged longitudinally of the body interme-
35 diate of said stops,the blocks threaded upon
sald shaft, and the pair of arms connecting

each of said blocks with the stops at the op- |

posite end of the body, substantially as de-
scribed.
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2. In a hearse, the combination with the 40

bottom of the body thereof having slots con-
verging from the eorners toward the center
line, of the reverse screw shaft arranged on
said center line, the journals for said shaft,
the common supports for said journals ar-

ranged to slide in line with said shaft, the
| blocks threaded upon said shaft, the stops

working in said slots, and the arms connect-

ing said blocks with said stops, substantially

as deseribed.

8. The combination with the hearse having

slots converging from the corners toward the
center line of the bottom of the body, of the
reverse screw shaft mounted underneath said
body along said centerline, the longitudinally

-slidable journals for said shaft, the blocks
‘threaded upon said shaft, stops working in
said slots,and the arms connectingsaidblocks
‘with the stops at the opposite end of the
‘hearse, substantially as desecribed.
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4. In a hearse, the combination with the

screw shaft, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set.

my hand this 30th day of January, 1893.
| | GEORGE F. BAIRD:
In presence of— |
A. C. PAGE,
LYMAN D. BAIRD.
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