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To all whom it may conceri:

Beitknown that I, ELEANOR D. SON, a eiti-
zen of the United States,residing at Utica,in
thecounty of Oneidaand State of New York,
have invented certain mew and useful Im-

provements in Tailpieces for Banjos; and 1

do hereby declare the following to be a full,

clear, and exact deseription of the invention, |

such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same.

My invention relates to a banjo tall-piece
and its objects are to produce a device which
will admit of the strings being readily secured
to the same without threading, as 1s now com-
monly done, and whieh, when the strings are
so applied, will hold them out of contact with
the head skin of the instrument.

Another object is to so construet the tail
piece that it can be secured to the head of the
banjo by use of the ordinary head bolt, and
when so attached, it will not come 1n contact
with the head skin of the banjo.

Another object is to so construct the tail
piece that when the strings are secured to the
same, the knots in said strings will be covered

and concealed so that they will not touch the 1

head skin of the banjo and also cannot be
struck by the hand of the performer in play-
ing upon the instrument, both of which ob-
jections are very desirable to overcome; and
a further object is the production of a simple,
cheap and practical tail piece which can be

made of a single piece of metal as will be |

hereinafter described and claimed.
These objects 1 obtain by the novel con-

struetion illustrated in the aceompanying‘_‘

drawingsand describedin the followingspect-
fieation, in which—

Figure 1. is a perspective view of my im-
proved banjo tail piece. Fig.2.isa plan view

of a portion of a banjo with my tail plece ap- |

plied to the same, and Fig. 5.1s a vertical sec-
tion through a portion of the head with my
improved tail piece secured to the same and
also showing a string secured in the same.
A in the drawings, represents my improved
banjo tail piece which is made preferably of
metal and stamped out of a single piece. It
consists of an approximately flat plate which,

rr -

rear end with a backwardly extended, perfo-
rated portion a,and slightly forward of the
perforation with downwardly extending legs
o’, o/, Through the perforated rear exten-
sion ¢ an ordinary straight bolt is adapted to
be passed for securing the tail piece to the
head of the banjo,and, when thus applied, the
downwardly extending legs bear against the
rim of the head,so that in tightening the
strings, the tail piece will not be shifted to
one side, but remain perfectly true on the
head. The body of the tail piece 18 formed
at its front edge with an upwardly turned
eross bar ¢® which is provided with notches
a® corresponding to the number of strings,
which receive and guide the strings to the
bridge. DBy curving the cross bar ¢* and the
sides of the plate at the junection with the
cross bar, upward, the tail piece and the
strings will be prevented from coming in con-
tact with head skin of the banjo,and thereby
deadening the tone of the instrument.

a* represents the string holding portion
which is struck up from the metal and bent
upward and backward to form raised, spaced
fingers with a continuous space «a° open at
back and sides below the fingers. Thespaces
or slits in the uppersurface of the string hold-
ing portion a*are equal in number to the

strings employed, and extend from the back

to the front of the same, and are of sufiicient
width to admit the insertion of the strings,
but too small to allow the knotted ends to
pass through the same.

In applying the strings 1t is not necessary
to loosen or remove the tail piece from the
head of the banjo, butit can be accomplished
by simply knotting the strings, psssing the
same into one of the passages ¢’ and drawing
the string until the knot has passed into the
space a’ as shown in Fig. 3, where it will be
securely held. The string isthen preferably
passed under the bar ¢® through the notches
a® therein, or wound around the bar and from
thence across the bridge B to the tuning keys
on the neck of the banjo, not shown. DBy
stamping the metal up and bending it back
to form the front bar ¢* and the string hold-
ing portion %, a channel or receptacle open
at its rear and sides and closed at its front,

as shown, is preferably flared outwardly from | is formed below the fingers, which covers and
its rear to its front end, andis provided atits | conceals the knots on the strings when the
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latter are in_.place,-vwhich, in the use of metal |

strings, is very important as it prevents the
hand of the performer being lacerated, as is
frequently the case with the use of tail pieces
Nnow in common use. -

It will be cbserved that when the strings
are attached to my improved tail piece, the
knots rest on top of the body of the plate

which is superior to tail pieces in which the

string is passed through an opening in the
body of the plate, as in the latter case, when

the tail piece is secured in position, or when
only a single string is to be renewed, it is very

difficult toapply the string, because sufficient
room 18 not afforded between the head skin
and the tail piece to apply the string without

the use of a knife or other tool, whereas with

my tail piece it can readily be-applied with
only the.use of the fingers. |

‘One. of the chief objections to tail pieces is
that the strings either have to be threaded
through small openings or wound around and
tied to the tail piece, both of which opera-
tions are very objectionable, By -the use of
my invention these objections are entirely
avoided. ' _

It will be observed that by construectin o the

tail .piece with an open space between the

fronteross bar.and the string holding portion,

a string can-be passed through said space and

wrapped once around the bar before being

passed over the bridge to the tuning key and

tightened. I regard this as very Important,
as by winding or wrapping the string once

around the.cross bar, the strain on the string

is greatly reduced, which would not be the

case 1f the eross bar were not provided and the

string extended directly from thestring hold-
ing portion across the bridge to-the tuning

key, or only passed through hooks or eyes

without wrapping.

What I claim as:my invention is—

1. Asan-improved article of manufacture,
a tall piece for stringed instruments made
of.a single piece of metal, and-comprising in
its construction a-base plate, a rear attachin o
portion, means for preventing the tail piece
from turning when in position on a banjo, and
raised, rearwardly extending fingers struck
up from the body of the base plate and hav-

ing vertical spaces between them which are

open at-top-and rear and communicate with

a knot holding space below the fingers, the
sald base plate being also formed with a pas-
sage between the front eross bar and the fin-
gers, whereby a string can be passed through
the said passage and wound around the said
bar, thereby relieving the string of undue

‘strain, substantially as desecribed.

2. A tail pieceforstringed instruments com-
prising in its:construection a base plate pro-
vided with a front cross bar, a rear attach-
ing portion, downwardly extending legs and
raised rearwardly extending fingers having

'vertical spaces between them which are open
at top and rear and communicate with a rear-

wardly opened knot holding space’ below the
fingers, the base:plate being formed with.a
passage between the front cross bar and the
fingers, substantially as:and for the: purpose
described. |
3. Atailpieceforstringed instrumentscom-
prising in its:construction-a base. plate pro-
vided with a front, raised, notched cross: bar,
an attaching portion; downwardly extending
legs, and raised rearwardlyexten ding fingers
havingvertical spacesbetween them which are
open at top and rear, and communicate witlh
a rearwardly opened knot holding space be-
low the fingers, the base plate being also. pro-

vided with a passage between ‘the said bar

and the - fingers, substantially as and for the
purpose deseribed.

4. As an improved article of manufaecture,

a tail pleece for -stringed instruments made
from a single:piece of metal which comprises
in its construction.a base ‘plate:formed ‘with
a front eross bar, a rearwardly-extended, per-
forated attaching :portion, downwardly ‘- ex-
tending legs formed on said:plate,and raised,
rearwardly extending fingers:formed on said

Pplate and having vertical spaces -between
| them which areopenat top and rear and.com-

municate with a:rearwardly open knot hold-
ing space below the ‘fingers, the said base

| plate also being :formed with:a passage be-
| tween the said front eross barand the string

holding fingers, substantially as described.

~ In testimony whereof I hereunto -affix my
signature in presence of two witnesses.
ELEANOR D. SON.

Witnesses:
W. P. CARPENTER,
CHAS. H. CARPENTER.
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