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To all whom it maz Y CONCEFIL:
- Be it known that I, JoHN A. FRETWELL
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at

Gainesville,in the county of Hall and Stateof

(Georgia, have invented certain new and use-

hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, 3uch
as will enableothers skilled inthe art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in

IO

braces for beds, and it consists of certainim-

provements on the invention disclosed in my
Patent No. 504,210, dated Aungust 29, 1893,
which will be hereinafter desex ibed a.nd
claimed.

Reference ishad tothe aceampany ingdraw-
ings, wherein the same partsare mdlca,ted by
the same leiters and ﬁﬂ*ures throughout both

20 views.

Kigure 1 1epxesents an mverted plan view

of a bedstead fitted with my device. Fig. 2
represents a perspective viewof the wire taut-
ening device used in the same, also inverted.

A and A’ represent the two side pieces, and
B and B’ represent the head and feot boards
of the bed, respeectively.

C, C, Ieplesent the bed posts to whmh the
parts A B, A" and B’ are attached in the usual
way. Eye-bo];ts or hooks d are attached to
the bed-posts, and to the side pieces as shown
in Fig. 1, and the wires ¢ and &’ are set up at
the bed posts, and reeve through the other
‘hooks or eye-bolts as shown in Flg 1, forming
two loops. |

F represents the wire t&utemnw dm*we
formed of a single casting which is pmwded
with a cireular head F’ and a lever arm or
handle E*; the circular head has two flanged
40 studs f and 1’ projecting therefrom and a plu-

rality of teeth f* projecting at right angles

from the face of the head F" and sn-rrounding
the said flanged studs. These teeth are pro-
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vided with holding edges 1 and sloping edges
45 2, 80 that the handle i may be turned in one
: d1rectmn.as for tightening the wires e and ¢',
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when the said wires engage the studs 7 and
J’, as shown in Fig. 1; but so that the teeth

“will catch in the wires and prevent thedevice

from swinging back again in the opposwa di-
rection when the fome expended m tauten-
ing the wires is removed.

It will be readily seen that upon hftmﬂ' the
mattress, and by reaching down between the .
slats, the handle F* may be furned and the
wires ¢ and ¢ set up at any time to any re-
quired tension. Moreover,if the wiresshould
become slack from any catise, one or more
twists may be taken in them, thereby afford-
ing & ready adjustment of the said wires.

By leading the wires almost straight from
the bed-post for a short distance, and then
bringing the loops in toward the center of the
bed, the two ends of the bed are held firmly
together, while at the same time, the more
yielding sides A and A’, on which the down-
ward sag of the slats causes a tendency to
bulge outward, are suitably braced.

Havmﬂ‘ thus described my invention; what

I claim, and desire to secure by Lettem Pa,tent 70
of the Umted States, is— |

In a bed brace, the combination of the wire
e secured to two posts of the bedstead, lead-
ing through eyes d along the side of the bed-
stead, and forming a loop near the center
thereof; the wire e’ secured to the opposite
posts of the bedstead, leading through simi-
lar eyes along the side of the bedstead, and
also forming a loop near the center thereof
and the tautenmg device F having the 1ugsf 8o
and f’ adapted to engage in sald loops, the
downward projecting teeth f*¢ adapted to en-
gage the wires, and the lever arm F? for turn-
ing the said deviee and tautening the said
wires, substantially as and f01 the purposes
described.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in

p1 esence of two witnesses.
JOHN A. I‘RETWELL
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| Wltnes:;es.
~ D. C. Camp,
- H. P, Camp.
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