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(No model.)

To all whom it may concern:
Beit known that I, LyNDON AR’\TOLD aciti-
zen of the United States residing at St. J ohns-

‘bury, in the eounty c}f Oaledoma and State
of Vermont, have invented certain new and

useful Impro?ements 1n Fasteners for Mail-
bags; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full; clear, and exact description of the
1nvention, such as will enable others skilled

in the art to which it appertmns to make and

use the same.
This invention wlates to lmpmvements in

that class of mail-bags which employ a shid- .

ing locking-strap; and it consists in the pe-
cuhar construction and arrangement of the
several parts as will be heremafter more

fully descmbed and specifically pomted out

in the elaims.

The principal objects of the mvenuon are
tp provide a mail-bag with a locking device |

that can be quickly and readily opemted and

positive in its operation, and, at the same :
time, secure agmnsb t%mpermn‘ by unlawful

persons. |
Another object of the invention is to in-
crease the strength and durability of the

working parts of the various parts that con-
stitute the locking device without mateually_

increasing the wmfrht thereof.
These obJects 1 aeeompllsh by the mech-
anism illustrated in the aceomp&nymn draw-

ings, in which—

Figure 1, represents the uppei pmtmn of
one mde of a mail-bag, showing the flap
thrown up, with my improved lockmﬂ‘ device
applied thereto; Fig. 2, a view shma ing the
parts in posumn to be seemed by the strap
when pulled; Fig. 3, a sectional view on line

2z o of Flb 2, and szr 4, a view showmfr the_

parts in locked pOSIthIl
Referrlnﬂ' to the drawings: ——the pumer a,l l

| mdlcates an ordinary mail- bag provided with

the usual flap 2, which is for med of two thick-
nesses of matemal secured together by a line

of rivets 8. To the inner side of the bag, at
‘its open end or mouth, isriveted or othermse
secured a strap, 4, to which is secured a se-

ries of metal pl&tes 5, each plate carrying a
stud, 6, which is received through a perfora-

- 5o tion 7—made in the front portion of the bag.

T'o this strap 4, at one end, is secured a metal

'. plate, S, carr ymﬂ & stap]e 9, which i is received

through a slot, 10, made in ‘the front portion
of the bag in lme with the perforations 7.

It will be seen that by securing the strap 4
to the inner side of the back of the bag and
providing said strap with the headed rivets

and the staple, the mouth of the bagis closed

by inserting said headed rivets and staple
through the perforations in the front portion

of the bag.
plished by securing the studs directly to the
bag, thus dlsnensmﬂ* with the strap, but I

prefer to emplay the strap.

The flap 2 is provided with a series of pel-' "

forations 11 through which are received the
headed studs, 6, and with a siot 12, through
which is 1'eceived. the staple 9, When said ﬂa,p
is folded over the mouth of the bag. To pre-
vent these perforations from bemg enlarged
by constant contact with the studs a,nd to
strengthen the material at this point, I pro-
vide pelferated plates 13 which are placed
between the folds of the flap, a hole of each

| plate registering with a hole in the flap, and

there securely riveted. 'I'oc the flap are se-

The same result may be accom-
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cured loops 14 through which operates a slid-

ing locking-strap, 15, which is provided with
a series of slots 16 enlarged at one end.

| Eachslotis protected by an escatcheon 17, se-
curely riveted tothe locking strap.

ing strap 1s further prm?ided with a slot, 19,
through which is received the staple 9, and
has one end extended to form a grasping por-
tion to manipulate the atlap in locking and
unlocking operation.

The Iettel A indicatesalock of special con-
struction which engages with the staple 9, al-
ter the locking-strap hasbeen moved forward

and the staple passed through the slot 19.

 The case a of the lock A is cut away or re-
cessed as shown at b, and 18 provided with a
slot, b, which receives the staple 9, and the
usual key-hole. A spring-actuated latch Cis
pivoted at one end within the lock-case and
has its free end extending out through the

The lock- |
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slot &’ -made in the edge of the recessed por-

tion of the lock and is provided with a hook-
end ¢. This hook-end is recessed at ¢’ and
operates through the slotted edge to be en-
agaged by a spring-actuated balt D resting
upon a spring-actuated tumbler, E, which is

IOQ
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S cengaged. by the wards of a key to push said |
oo tumbler aside until the lng d is disengaged
f oosec from-thestuod eonthe tumhlezrj when- the b@l‘t

. can-be ghot back, by the ward of the key act- | -
<o .5-1ng on the hlﬁ' cZ’ ‘te remase the spmnmaem-f
S ____a,ted lateh. PR o

e o Fhe f;}pemtmn f)f my 11-:1%11&011 Wlll be dp-iis :
-:__f_.--j:-..;::._._.:_--pamnt from the foregoing description, taken |
©oo sy in connection with th;e dmwmﬂ*s w;{thaut far-
_=-the1ﬂ explanation. L o | :

L
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, Ea- 'th@ ﬂa,p may then be ‘thmwn over and the bag I
';.f-aS shownin Fig. 3, and is provided with mmnsf:-
| fm,* holding the usual destination slip. .

AR

s i-_mﬂﬁiﬁﬁ&tmns of the various partsof my in-|
. vention may bemade without departing from |
o the-prineiple thereof, such for instance as |
oo+ omaking the leekmmsﬁ;udq and the slots in the |
%.g..i:i_ii_..--lﬂekmmstrap T Shape or the locking studs |
.o the bag, but I prefer to secure them as in- |

~Jn unlecking tha ba#‘ a pmper key is uaedi_

:_.=t0 shoot back: the bolt to release-the spring- |
- actuated latch, which lateh springs outward
leaving the end of the locking-strap free to-
15 -be disengaged from the staple; then: Dby a |
. slight endm%e movement of said strap- the |-
Lo enlarged p@rtmn of the slots therein is made.|

oo 1o eoincide with the heads of thestuds, when™

-

“Thelock 1 may be %cured tothe Iae}ﬁ.mg 51;;_w;,p§_:-

-1t will be understood that slight ehan ﬂ"es ir-‘

o o

may be seeured to the innerside of Lie Rapof |-

- diecated in the drawings, in both cases thez?iu-ﬁ- :
. mouth of the bagis clﬁsec'ﬁ. assoon asthestuds | -
- “have been: passed tm*mwh ﬁle h@les in i:h@'--
- front portion of the bag. -~ 1

- b14404 .

. Having thus fully cieserlbesl my invention, ~ - -
s;*%Wha,t I ela,im *md deswe m seame by Letters&s;;,;_
“Patent, is— . - |
1. A mail bacr havmﬂ‘ mtegml therewﬁ:h cL;:'?i:
~double-fold ﬂa;.p prewded with a seriesof per- g
~{-forations protected by perforated plates se-
cured between the folds of said flap, a strap =~
secured tothe innerside of the bagatapoint -
“below the flap and. carryinga series of headed-
‘Istuds and a staple, a series of perforationsin

a laﬁkmw strap provided with a seriesof p
‘tected kev-:

hei«: the'strap; suhsta,ﬂtm}}; y as:specified.

~In testlm@ny whereof T affix Im. %iﬂ“‘l‘l :ftmre m:-_--..- R

H};e preﬁcnee @E twe witnesses.. |
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‘the frout portion of the. bag, a series of loops- .
secured to the flap, and a locking-strap shid-- = .-
‘ing within said loops and provided with ase- -~
‘ries of protected key-holeslots toreceivethe . =
headed-studs and lock ’[he same Lherem su'bm
-ézstantmlly as speecified. . DR S e
2. A mail bag hmrmﬂ' mtemal themthh s :
:-:'.(]Ollble-*f(}ld ﬁap pmwﬂad with a seriesof per-
forations pretected by perforated: pl&tes S T s R S
-eured between the folds of said fiap, a strap "
secured to-inner side of the rear portionof =
the bag at a point below the flap and carry-- - .
.| ing @& series of headed-studs and a staple,a = = -
series-of perforations. in the front portionof -
the back; a series of loops secured to the ﬁap‘i,@f

_____

hole slots and sliding within ald
Joops; and a lock: engaging with 1he smplﬁ m—-*-s 3
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