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TO GOTTLIEB HALLER OF SAME PLACE - -

“ '_-MAIL"-'BOX_.' -

o SPECIFIC‘ATION fcrmmg' pa.rt of Letters Pa,tent No 513 064, dated J enuary 16 1894
| | Apphcetlcn ﬁled Octcber 22, 1892. - Semel Nc 449 563 (Nc mcdcl) o

To r:oZZ whom it mcfby concern: | |
Be it known that I, JAcoB J. WEIOHER a

" eitizen of the United Stcl,tes, residing at Fcrt
- Wayne, in .the county of Allen and- State of

10

20

30

35

45

50

Indiaua, have invented certain new and use--
ful Improvements in Mail-Boxes; and Ido
- hereby declare that the fcllcwmﬂ' 8
clear, and exact description of thc mventlcn,'
which will enable other skilled in the art to

full

which it appertains to make and use the same,

reference being had to the accompanying |
drawings, whieh form part of thisspecification.

My invention relates to improvements in
boxes for receiving and securing mail mattcr

and is adapted to “be secured tc lamp posts

or on or near doors of dwcllmgs, offices or
other places of business. -

The object of my invention is to prcwdc a,
mail-box of simple and economical construc-
tion, provided with one apartment for receiv-

ing the mail matter, particularly letters, and"
‘another apartment conneeted therewith for

securing the same; the said box being so con-

structed and erranﬂ'ed that the mail matter
when deposited. thcrem will automatically

pass from the former apertmcnt to the latfier,
and at the same time is adapted to sound an

alarm when desired, upon the inside of the

house or other building upon which my im-

proved box is used, when a suitable alarm is

properly connected therewith, thereby noti-
fying the inmates that mail has been depos-
ited therein.

Another object of my mventlcn is to pro-
vide a mail-box so0 constructed that when the
receiving apartmernt is opened by the post-
man it will remain open until closed, without
the annoyance and inconvenience of holding

it open until all the proper mcul has been de-
40 p

osited therein.
My invention consists in thc ncvcl con-
struetion and combination of the several parts

aswill behereinafterset forthand particularly.

pointed out in the claims.
The objects of my invention are accoms-
plished by the mechanism illustrated in the

accompanying’drawings forming part of this
‘specification, in which eumlal letters indicate

corresponding parts in the several views.
Figurelisavertical section of my lmprcved

i

'_.Flﬂ" 2 is a front view of my 1mprcvcment as

‘of the sliding drawer B.

of and the mechanism foroperating the same.
it appears when in position for use, with the

the supports for the sliding drawer.

and the lug K.

rial, thoughI preferably construct it of metal,

| as t‘_hat material affords greater strength and

security, consistent with convenientsize. It

1s preferably cast in one piece with a suit-

mall box, shcwmn' the &l‘ranﬂ‘emcnt of the
ivoted bottom of the upper a,pa,ltment there-

55

faceof the upper portion broken away to show . -
is a detail perspective of the same shcwmn*'- .
the relative arrangement of the slots ¢ a,nd % -
| 60 .
The box A adapted for receiving and se- -
curing mail matter may be of any desired
size and is constructed of anysuitable mate-

able back P and is adapted to be secured to

a door jamb or other proper place.

The box A is preferably of a general rect-

angular form its interior being divided into

two apartments by the pivoted drawer bot-

tom C, and the upper part of said box forms"

j.e

a forward projection having a suitable slot

or opening S for the rcceptlcn and operation
T'o the sides and
upon the inner surface of said box is prop-

75

erly secured the strips or guides D a,deptcd -

to form a support on which the drawer B is

vertically adjusted by sliding thereon. One
of the said strips or ﬂ'mdes D is providcd

near its lower end with a transverse slot ¢ for
| thelug Kof the swinging bottom C; and upon
one sule of said drawer, at a pcmt directly
opposite the slot ¢ is prcwdcd a slot A',adapt-
-ed for receiving and refaining the lun' K when
said drawer is opened.

8o

To the inner surface. of the front of box A -

is rigidly secured, or preferably east there-
with, a projection or stop b adapted to engage
and retain the drawer B when open for the
reception of mail as seen in Fig. 1. The

00

swinging bottom C is pivoted on the pins or

rod I WhICh are properly secu red in the sides
of sald drawer and 1s provided on one of its

edges near its lower end, with a lug K edapt—
ed 1:0 readily pass thrcucrh the slot c and into

the slot 2/, where it is: Tetained by the slides

D when thc sald draweris open. At oneside

of said box may be rigidly secured a suitable

100



~ pleasure.

) ;__.p11:1 J agamet whleh the lowe1 end of the hot-
“tom C will rest when the drawer B is closed
‘and the said bottom has antomatmally re-
sumed its vertical position on’'the pivet I,
‘though the said pin is not an essential fea-
‘ture of my invention and may be omitted at
M is a suitable stop block for the |

. top of said drawer and L is a suitable spring

~cateh secured to the inner surface of the top
of box Abythe screws a or other proper man-
- mer, and adapted to securely hold said drawer
. in position when closed, by engaging the. end
S __thereof in a well known manner..

[O

~ journaled in thesides of said box is the trans-

L5

~ collar F, to whleh rod G or collar Fis r1g1d1y se-.
- cured the bent lever E adapted to press the

. bottom C into position to serve as a tight bot-
~ tom for the drawer B3, which movement of the
bottom C also dlsengafree the spring hook L

| 20_:
~ fromitsengagementwith the top of the drawer

verse rod G, which may have, if desired, arigid

-~ B,and thus permitsthesaid drawer to descend

- or open by its own weight. To one end of

~ the rod G is rigidly secmed the operating

“handle I adapted to turn the rod G and op-

erate the lever K properly mounted thereon.
The lower part of the box A is provided

" with any suitable door N having a knob n,

~ perforated lugs or hinges g, an ear or lug f
adapted for ad;ustment over the staple e,
properly secured in said box, by means of
“which the said lower door can .be securely

30

locked, and a proper glass O through which

35

the contents of the said lower apartment can
‘be readily seen. |
. The lower front edfre of the box Ais pro-_
-vided with the perforated lugs or ears h, pref- |
~ erably cast therewith and adapted in connec-

. tion with the lugs g to form a proper hlnge

40

for the door N, bemfr united by 2 proper pin

in a well known manner.

The operation and manner of using. my im--
proved mail-box thus described is as follows
‘The postman or other operator seizes the han-

dle H and by a forward movement of the
‘same presses the bent lever E against the |

 lower part of the pivoted bottom C which is
thereby forced into a position par allel with

the slides D, and so retained by the lug K in
the slot 2’5 this movement of the bottom C
‘also forces the spring catch L out of engage-

" ment with the top of said drawer, when said

55 .
~ the ,_stop

‘drawer will descend or open by its own
weight, on the slides D to any desired dis-
tance when it is stopped by engagement with |
the mail matter is then readily
placed in the said drawer when it can be con-

b;

: veniently closed by pU.ShlllU' it upward on the

 6¢_'

glides D until it again engages with the catch

spring L and the drawer B is closed. When

the drawer B isin this position the lug K 13

“directly opposite the slot ¢ of the 'D‘lllde D,
_ thereby releasing the pivoted bottem C and

~ permitting it to antelnatwallyr assume a ver-

tical position on the pivotI as seen in Fig. 1,

"-,thue dropping the contents of said d1awe1 to

Properly |

|

| 1. A mail-box, conmstmg of a box A hav— _
ing a slot or opening S for the adj uetment of
a shdmg drawer B- hawng a suitable knobor
‘handle d, a_slot %/, and a pivoted or false bot-
tom C, adapted for dropping the contents
.thereof into the lower apartment of said box,
‘the said drawer being adapted for vertical
inovement on the gtudes orsupports D,acatch
spring L adapted for engaging the upper end
of the drawer B, the transverse rod G secured
| in the sides of sald box, provided with a bent

 swmoes

therefrom by opening the door N, which is

‘adapted to swing downward on its hlnges

" ﬁ:the lower apartment of eald box when it can |
be readily seen. through the O'Iass O of the
door N, and can be eonvemently removed

7.0. |

A proper alarm, when desired, may be read-

-§--1]y connected wrth the lever Ein such aman-
| ner that the opening of the drawer B will

_:emmd the same, thereby giving notice that |
malil is either being deposited therein orelse

75

‘that the eald box is belncr tampered with by __ -

lntrudels

‘Having thus descubed my 1nvent10n, what o

I claim as new and useful and deelre to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

90

lever E, rigidly secured thereto, adapted -to "

press the pivoted bottom C 1nto position for

a tight bottom for the drawerB, an operating

-_handle H adapted to rotate the rod G-earry-

95

ing the lever E, thereby releasing the ecatch

spring L and permitting the drawer B to au-

tomatically open for the reception of mail,

and a door N hinged on said box and adapted

| to be securely locked all substantlally as setb

forth and described.

2. In a mail box the cemblnatlon of the hox -'
A havmg guides or supports D, a stop b, and

an opening or'slot S for-the ad,]ustment of a

sliding drawer, the drawer B for the reception
1 of 1na11 and adapted for movement upon the
guides D secured to the sides of box A, the
| said drawer havmg a ewmgmg bettom piv-

oted on the pin I'rigidly fixed in said drawer,

I00

105

ITO

| said bottom being provided with a lug K,
adapted for engagement with the slot A’ of; |
said drawer when the said bottom-is in posi-

tion therein, a catech spring L adapted for en-

caging the top of the drawer B when the same
is closed 2 transverse rod G having a lever E
rigidly mounted thereon,and adapted to press

115

the bottom C into engagement with the slot

k" and the gmdes D, thereby automatically

releasing the spring L an operating handle II

mounted on one end of the rod G and adapted

120

to rotate said rod, thereby operating the level |

E, and a hinged deor N adapted. for the re-
moval of eaad mail, all eubetantmlly as de-

scribed.

I 25

3. The combination in a mail box of thebox
A hawnﬂ' a door N provided with a lug fand

a staple e, a back P for said box, and a catch
spring L with a drawer B for recelving mail
and adapted for vertical movement in said
box through the slot or openmg S, and pro-

_wded with a 11andle d, a slot 7’/ a pwot I for

130
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the adjustable bottom, and the pivoted bot- | the reception of maal all substantially as set
tom C having a lug K and mounted on the | forth and deseribed.

pin I, with the rod G having a lever E adapt- | Slgned by me this19th dayof October, 1892. 10

ed for adjusting the pivoted bottom C, an op- JACOB J. WEICHER
5 erating handle H properly mounted on the Witnesses:
rod G, and the stop 0 adapted for engaging - WM J. LERMORT

the end of said drawer when it is open for  W. €. MCCOWAN. _
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