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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES M. TI—iOMPSON |
of Stoneham, in the county of Middlesex and

State of Massachusetts, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Boots or Shoes, of

-which the following, taken in connection with

theaccompanying drawings, isaspecification.

My invention relates especially to the up-
per of a boot or shoe, my object being to pro-
duce a perfectly fitting upper made in one
piece only, and at the same time to entirely
avold a rear seam. To this end, while the

upper is cut out in a single piece, it is s0 |

“shaped and slitted that when the edges are

properly joined together the only seam there-

~in is on one side of the shoe,——prefera,bly the

inside,—crimping the upper in such a man-

' - ner that the back of the shoe assumes the

20

proper shape without the usual seam along
the same. The ability to make the upper in

- one pilece only is a matter of great economy

20
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does the cutting out and matching together
of two or more separate parts.

~ Referringto the accompanying drawi mfrs —_
Figure 1 shows the shape in which the upper

18 cut from the leather, and Fig. 2 shows in

side elevatlon a shoe embodymﬂ' my inven-
tion.

A A’ A¢is the one piece upper cut out 111
the shape shown. Thecurved portion a b a’
is that part of the upper which is in contact
with the sole B of the shoe when completed.
The pattern is provided with the curved slits
1, 2 and 3, of which 1 and 2 are continuous

and follow the contour of a portion of the top

and front of the shoe upper. The curved
portion ¢ % ¢’ forms the top of the shoe.
The upper part, A, of the pattern, as shown
in Fig. 1, is first bent down alonﬂ' the dotted
line b [ with the curved portion b o’ in coin-
cidence with the curved portion b a* The
rear part A%of the pattern is then bent around

.on the dotted line d ¢ £ which forms the back |

line of the shoe when completed the point c
being placed over the point ¢’, the curved part
f g formed by the crimping sl_it 3 being spread
apart from the curved part /' a to form a tri-

angular opening, with the edges f a, f g and

l g

Fl

h overlappmﬂ' the edges [’/ a, f’ ’ and ¢’
h’ respectively, in which position they are
stitched. A seam is then formed altogether
on one side of the shoe, no part being alonﬂ'
the back line thereof, one side of the shoe
presentmﬂ' a perfeetly plam appearance free
from seams. Moreover, by the spreading

apart of the sides of the crimping slit 3 in

stitching the same alonﬂ' the edges of the tri-

50

55

a,nn'ular piece a’ f’ ¢’, the back of the upper

15 at once made to assume the necessary
curved shape, conforming to ‘that of the foot,
or as it is termed “cnmped ”thereby render-
ing it unnecessary for the upper to undergo
any subsequent shaping by the stretching or
molding of the leather over a form.

The part A of the pattern forms one side of

the shoe while the parts A’ A® form the other

side, the seam ¢« f ¢ h following a continuous
broken line from the bottom to the front of

ny | the shoe.
in the manufacture of a shoe, avoiding as it |

The shape of the pa,ttem is such that when

folded and stitched together the edges over-
lap only enough to give room for sewing the

Thus -

seams, and correSpond throughout.
there is absolutely no waste of matenal in the

point save along the seams.

I claim—
A boot or shoe upper made in a single piece
A A’ A? having the continuous slits 1 2 fol-

lowing the contour of a portion of the top and

front of the shoe, and the crimping slit 3, the
part A’ bemn' pIOVlded with the tr mnﬂ'ular

portion a f’ g" adapted to engage with and’

spread apart said crimping bllt Whereby the
part A forms one side of the shoe and the
parts A’ A®> when folded together and joined
along the edges form the other SIde substan-

| tlally as deseubed

In testimony wheréof I have signed my
‘name to this specification, in the presence ot

two subseribing witnesses, on thls 2d day of
August, A. D. 1893.

J A"\/IES M THOWIP!SON

Wltnesses |
- ALBERT E. LEAOI—I
M. T LEACH

6o
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pattern, nor is the material doubled at any
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