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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, CHARLES MEERROTH, of
Philadelphia, in Lhe county of Phlladelphla
and State of Pennsylvania, haveinvented cer-

tain new and useful Improvements in Cork-

screws; and I'do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact deseription of the

invention, su{,h as will enable others skilled

in the art to whiehit appertains to make and
use the same.

- My invention relates to an improvement in
cork-serews, the object being to provide a
cheap and blmple device capable of being
folded into small compass when not in use,
and constructed to withstand the strain to

‘which the ordinary portable cork- -SCrews are

subjected.
With these ends in view my 111V81'1t101] con-

- sists in the parts and combinations of parts

as will be more fully de%mlbed and pointed
out in the claim.

In the aecompanymwdlawmws Figure 1 is
a view in perspective of my 1mpmved cork-.
Iig. 2 18 a view in longitudinal sec-

SCrew.
tion through the handle, showing the screw
in its open or operative position. Hig. 3 is a
view in longitudinal section through the han-
dle showmﬂ the screw in ltb closed posﬂmn
and Fig. 4 is a view.

A represents the handle preferably cylin-
drical in form and preferably provided at one

' ‘end with a hinged plug ¢ adapted to close said

- the screw in its closed position.
end of the handle is preferably closed by a
fixed cap or plug, but this is not essential as
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~ this end might be left open if desired.
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- the serew when the latter

end of the ha,ndle for the purpose of holding
The other

The
handle is preferably made of sheet metal, and

~is provided with a slot d extending from a

point slightly beyond the 1011g1tudma1 center

of the handle to the end thereof carrying the

plug a. This slot 1s sufficiently wide for the

" free passage of the shank of the screw as
will hereinafter be explained. The handle A_
is also provided on the side diametrically op-

posite the open slot d with the short slot d’
adapted to receive the end of the shank of
is in its open or 0p-
erative position.

Located within the handle A and near the

~ eenter thereof are the abutments E, which lat-

- ter are engaged by the pintles e on theshank

of the serew and limit the movement of the
screw when thelatter is moved longitudinally
preparatory to turning it from its closed to its 55
open position. Theserew E’ isslightly shorter
than the handle A and is preferably provided
withastem rectangularin crosssection. This
stem or shank is as before stated provided at
its inner end with pintles ¢ which latter rest 6o

‘between abutments E and theclosed end f of
| the handle A. The slot d extends from the

open end f’ of the handle to a point beyond
the abutments E, and hence when the screw
is moved longitudinally in the handle toward 65
the open end, the pintles engage the abut-
ments and limit the movement of the screw.

“When the pintles are in engagement with the

abutments the shank of the screw restsin line
with the slot, the serew being beyond the end 7o
of the handle, the screw can now be turned
to a position at right angles to the handle and

i locked in such poutmn bythe sleeve Gz, which

latter is mounted on the handle so as to turn
thereon and is provided with an L-shaped 75
open slot g adapted to 1en‘1ster with the slot

d and with a closed slot g’ over the slot d’.

The screw is locked by simply turning the
sleeve so as to bring the shank of the screw
within the short member of the L-shaped slot 8o
in the sleeve, thus closing the slot d immedi-
ately adjacent to the stem and preventing the

closing of thescrew. When thescrewistar ned

to its operative position the inner end ot the
shank or stem passes through slots d’, g’. To 85
close the scerew the sleeve Gr iS turned until -
the long member of the L.-shaped slotisinline
with the slot d’. This leaves the screw free

to be turned to its closed position, after which

it is moved back longitudinally into the han- go
dle, and the plug or eap closed, thus prevent-
ing the serew from moving longitudinally.

- In this cork serew no springs or other parts
liable to be injured when subjected to heavy
strains are used, and the means employed by 95

me for holding the screw in its open or opera-

tive position are extremely simple, not liable
to get out of order and effectually lock the

screw against displacement.
It is ewdent that changes in the construc- 100
tion and relative ar 1a,1wement of the several
parts might be made without avoiding my in-
vention and hence I'would have'1t anderstood
that I do not restrict myself to the particular
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construetion and arrangement of parts shown |

and described, but,
Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-

5 ters Patent, 15— o _
As an article of manufacture, a corkserew | forth.
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the handle adjacent to the small slot, a screw |

consisting of a hollow handle having an open

}

500,819

movements by the stop, and a turn sleeve on 135

the handle, said sleeve having a slot therein
constructed to receive and hold the screw in
operative position when the sleeve is turned

in one of its posifions, substantially as set -

In testimony whereof I have signed this

end, a slot in one side extending from a point | specification in the presence of two subserib-

at or near the center to the open end and a
small slot in the opposite side opposite the
inner end of the open slot, a stop inside of

capable of sliding in the handle and provided
with a projection adapted to belimited in its

ing witnesses.
' CHARLES MEERROTH.
Witnesses: -
JOHN W. SPEAKMAN,
HENRY SPEAKMAN.

20




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

