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To all whom it may concermn: o ,
Be it known that I, AugusT W. KocH, a

citizen of the United- Stateqj residing at Om-.

cinnati, in the county of Hamilton and State |
.tomlons, and G, G, end plates or extensions,

of Ohlo, have invented an Adjustable and

Detachable Frame or Skirting for Hearths, of -
“which the following is a spomﬁoatlon

- My invention lolotes to a finishing frame
or guard surrounding the three sides or edges
of the fore-slab of a fire-place heoith the
novel features of which being fully heromaf-

the claims. .
In the aocompan} mﬂ'dmwmﬂ‘s-—-{‘wure 1is

a plan view of my invention, shownw my
frame in its preferred adj astable and detach-

able form, applied to a hearth made up of
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small tlles, the floor of the room being broken

off, and the upright walls broken and in sec-

tlo:o, Fig. 2, a similar plan, but showing my
frame appllod to a single slab having an ad-
ditional raised border or curbing thus clearly
presenting to view the ready adaptation of
my adjustable-frame to the difference or in-

crease in size of hearth-slab, several of the
joint-coversor oxtensmn-—platos being omitted

to show the preferred oonstruotlon of the
ends of the frame-bars; Fig. 3, alongitudinal
sectional elevation online x, 2, of I [‘11., 1; Iig.
4, a cross-section on line ¥, vy, of Iig. 2 a,nd
Flﬁ" 5, a plcm of a modified form of eomol-
plate |

A, represents an ordinary floor of a room,
and B, the hearth-slab, set horizontally, as
customary, in front of the fire-place, on floor
A. The hearth-slab may, evidently, consist
of a single piece of stone, slate, or other suit-
able material, (as seen in Fig. 2,) or of anum-
ber of blocks or tiles of various sizes, colors,
and configurations, (as best seen in Fig. 1,)
and, in the preferred application of my in-
vention herein, I set said slab on a shallow

platform a, to bring it in a plane slightly

above that of the floor.
C, C, represent two members or bars form-

~ing the front or longitudinal portion of my

frame; and D, D, are short bars forming the
two SIdes of my frame. I have shown thoso
bars ¢ and D, as being made of concavo-con-
vex metal, and provided with slots or elon-
n'a,ted-holes ¢, at either end of each.

1

In Fig.

.o_f_qua;drant-shapo in cross-section, beneath

each frame bar C and D, surrounding the

-11116@ outer edges or sides of the hearth- le],b

F, F, 1op1osent angular corner-plates or ex-

covering or ﬁtting over the several joints at
thecornersand inner ends respectively of my
said frame-bars, a plate or extension f being
provided at the center of the longitudinal
portion of theframe,to cover the joint formed
by the adjoining inner ends of said members
or bars C, C. Suitable holes are provided in

‘the several platesor extensions F, G, £, for the 6

accommodation of screws g, whose shanks

| passdownwardthrough theslotsinsaid frame-

bars and thence thIOllﬂ’h the backing-strips
E into the floor, as best seen in Figs. 3 and 4.
2, a P&Ibed curbing or moldmﬂ b sur-
rounds tho said three odtros of the blrib and,

said slab being the same in dimensions as the

sectional slab or tiling seen in FKig. 1, my

frame is readily adjusted to the increase in
size occasioned by sald curbing, the position

of the secrews g, in the slots ¢ (dt the corners
only being shown, as there need be butslight

admstmeob for said narrow curbing), indicat-

ing the extent to which the adjoining square
outer ends of the side and front frame-bars
may: depart from each other and still be cov-
ered by the extension corner-plates I, I, (best
seen in dotted lines to the right in I‘Iﬂ' 2.)
When a greater adjustment is necessary, for
a much ldl‘f"el hearth-slab, the side and front
bars are adapted to part at right angles from
each other, and said side-bars to part from

the wall, to an extent limited only by the size

of the oxtonsmus or covering plates F, £, and

G, respectively, and, if a smaller slab than
that seen in FKig. 1'is to be framed, the ends

of the bars C and D need only to be trimmed
off sufficient to suit the difference in- size,
which can be very readily acoomphshod The
secrews ¢ can, of course, be inserted at any
point along tho-baokiog-strips K wherever

there is an opening in the metal frame-bar, as

is clearly obvious, or holes may be leadlly

| drilled and bored in both said bars and back-

ings, wherever it is desired or expedient, for
tho accommodation of said fastening-sorows.
The frame being preferably entirely of metal,
such a brass or stoel either plated or not, or

E represonts a foundatlon or backmw-stm p, | ornamental or plain, as desired, it can be kept
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- compass for stmeﬂ‘e, shipment, and general

10

suitably burnished, and the rounded form |

shown would certai nly present a very ser viee-
eble and desirable effect.

It will be seen that my frame herem is both |

an adjustable and detachable one, bemﬂ' well

‘adapted to ready-attachment to or remeval

from the hearth, and also packed in small

manipulation. Repairs thereto, and replac-

ing any damaged or defective part or parts
thereof, can also bevery readily accomplished.

In Fw 5,1 have shown a modified form of
corner-plete, which is provided with feet or
bottom flanges d, having holes therein for the
fastening-screws whlch pass into the floor di-
rectly beneeth These screw-holed feet are

~ equally well adapted to the central and end

plates or extensions f
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and G, and thus no
serew-holes need be prewded in the said cov-
ering-plates I, 7, and G, nor in the frame-bars
C and D at ell for, when the serews have
been firmly tur ned to place through said feet

into the floor, the said covering- pletes at the

center, corners, and inner ends of the frame,
are breu oht down tightly over the joints, end
when desu'ed very easﬂy adjusted to Smt
hearth-slabs of various sizes. 'I'he carpeteis
laid with its edge along the base of the frame,

(see Figs. 3 ande) a,ud when the covermw-'

plates are provided with attaching-feet d, the
carpet effectually conceals said feet end the

- fastening-screws from view.

It 18 ebwoue that, to msule a poeltwe or

- firm fastening of the bars C and D in place,
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they could be provided with flanges or feet,

the same as those on the corner-pla,tes JllSt
described, and likewise fastened. 1t is also

obvious that my frame, is also adapted to be

applied to the ordinary slabs which are set on
the same plane with the floor, or very slightly
above it, as in general use, by simply pro-

- viding a raised bo1de1 or curb to suit the

hew‘ht of the said frame, and, as such would
be very simple and. not materlellj different
to the form seen in Figs. 2 and 4, I deem it

unnecessary to furthershow or describe same |
~ herein.
could be made right-angled or perfectly flat |
in eross-section, or, in _fact 1n other suitable

It is also obvious that my frame

form than the concavo-convex one herein
shown, and be well adapted to the purposes
deswed It is also obvious that the cenfral

“extension-cover f could be dispensed with, if

desired, and the front longitudinal pmtlon of
my frame be made in one piece, and,also, the

end extensions & so dispensed w1th and the
result, so far as adjustment of the parts is
concerned would remain practically the same,

except that it would not be to so great an ex-
tent, unless the corner-plates should be made

10nger or,the corner-plates may be dispensed |

with a,nd the other extensions remain intact,

the ad;]mnmgeudsof thesideand front freme |

- 509,577

|

” hereunto set my hend

bars being then suitably mitered togethel in-

stead of bemn* squared eff and apartasin the

form shown.

A hearth slab or tllm,e;, provlded Wlth sueh |

a frame as mine, would 1impart a very pleas-

1ing effect to a room, particularly so where
'ea,ld tiling is in many suitable colors and de-

signs, W]_llch would be strikingly artistic, and

nishingsof a room, than any heretofore in use.
I clmm——— | |

it would also form a cuard to protect the
‘edges of same from damewe thus practically
assuming a more promment part in the fur-

s

-~ 1. The combmetmn with a hearth-sleb of

an adjustable and detachable frame, com-
posed of a longitudinal front-bar C, side-bars
D, and corner extension covers or: pletes I,
smd bars being diseconnected from each other,

20

and said corner-plates covering the a,dJommg =
ends thereof and the whole secured to the

-floor, substantially in the manner a,nd for the

purpose herein set forth.

- 2. The oombmetlon mth a hearth slab, of a
an adjustable and detachable frame, com-

posed of longitudinal front-bars C, C, central
extension- plete f covering and 151{1::1,]111:1-3F the
joint at the adjoining ends of said front-barsg

side-bars D, D, and end extension-plates G
over the inner ends of said side-bars, said
side and front bars being properly connected

9'9

or mitered at their adjoining ends to form

corners, and the whole secured in place around

said slab on the floor, substentla,lly in the

95

'_ menner and for the purpose herein set forth.

. The combination with a heerth-slab of

f:m edJustable and detachable frame com-
posed of longitudinal front-bars C, C, side-
bars D, D, central joint extension - plate 7

100 -

corner joint extension- plates F, F, and end |

extension-plates G, G, said front and side
bars being dlsconneeted from each other, and

the said extensmn -plates F, £, G, ma,kmﬂ' and |
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preserving the joints thereoi, and the whole

securely tastened to the ﬂoer substantially

“in the manner and for the purpose specified.
4. The combination with a hearth-slab, of

an adjustable and detachable frame, com-

posed of slotted longitudinal front—bars C,C,
slotted side-bars D, _D backing-strips E, cen_-

tral extension joint-plate f, eom'er-exten-sio_n

G, 3, said bars being disconnected from each

ITIO

joint-plates F, K, and end extension-plates

15

other at their ends, and said ends covered

of said extension-plates and screws g to the
floor, in place around said slab, substantially

1in the manner and for the purpose specified.

' and firmly but detachably secured by means
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In testimony of which mventlon I heve |

AUGUST W KOCH_.
Wltnesses |
JOHN K. JONES o

- L. M JONES
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