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To all whom it ma; 1 CONCErn:
I3e it known thatl, JoEN S. WEST, a cltlzen_;

of the United btateq residing at P&rlq in the
county of Momoe and State of Mlssouu have
invented a new and useful Combined Tmﬂe—

Coupler and Hame-Tug, of which the follow-

 ing is a specification.
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Thl% invention relates to a combined re-

versible trace-coupler and hame tug, and has

for its objeet to provide a device to fae111tctte

the attachmentand adjustment of traces and
hame tuogs and embodying a simple and ef-

fective construetwn and operation of a du-
rable nature, which is comparatively mex-
pensive in its manufacture.

With these and other objects in view, the

"~ invention consists of the construction and ar-

rangementof the partsthereof as will be here-

o inafter more fully described and claimed.

20

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a perspective

- view of the 1mproved device arranged as a

trace-coupler and the adjustment as being
-made from the inner side of the same.
2 is a similar view of the device shown in
‘Fig. 1, illustrating the a,d,]ustment as being

Fig.3is a SIII]I]E].I |
view showing the improved demce as located

made from the 011ter side.

" nearer the hame and qupphed with an exten-

30

- and 2.

35

an enldwed scale,

ston, the fastening or coupling being made

flOI]l the inner sn:le and the device bhown in

reverse position to that illustrated by Figs. 1
Fig. 4 illustrates in p@t’spectwe the.

manner of applymw the devicein connection

- with a short hame-tug and the adjustment as -

bemﬂ* made from the inner side of the same.

Fig. 5 18 a section on the line -2, Fig, 1, on
Flﬂ' 0 IS & seetmn on the'

I line y—y, Fig. 2, on a similar scale.

40

- Similar numer&ls of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in the several ﬁo*ures of the

drawings.

Referrmﬁ' t0 the dmwmcrs the nameral 1

‘designates an elongated metallic eouphnn'-

~ plate, which in all the forms shown is sub-

45

stantially of the same construction and

pro-

- vided with right- angular side flanges 2, ex-

.-50

tending backwa,r dly and projected at one end

' to form ears 3 having eyes therein through
‘which is passed a connect1nn~bolt or screw 4,

that also extends through the ears 5, of a100p

(No model,)

“tion oF its ]enn*th of the loop 9.

I‘IU"

[2 is duphcated at the opposne end of the
“coupling - plate.

This form of construction
makes the back of the plate 1 of hollow con-

tour, and in the outer part of the same, and ;3

ehtenduw lonwltudmally of the center there

of, is a series of double D openings 7, that

are transversely bisected by cross-bars 8.
‘Adjacent to one end of the plate 1 are inte-

grally formed on the upper and lower sides 6o

thereof elongated attaching loops 9 and 10,

the 100p 10 bemﬂ' slightly in advance, a por-
The loop 9
is intended to hﬂ,ve the backband attached
thereto, and the loop 10 is arranged to receive 65

i the mrth or bellyband. As shown in Fig. 3,

it will be observed that the plate 1 may be
reversed, in which event the loops 9 and 10
will be located at the rear instead of the front
end of the said plate, wherebyI provide fora 7o
desired positioning of said loops 9 and 10 for
accommodating different horses and bringing
the breast- stmp at the desired point of the
animal’s back. Bysuchadjustment thetrace
remains the same length, yet, as beforestated, 75
the position of the loopsis altered. Thesald.
loops 9 and 10 are located in such manner as

to permit the rear end of the device to be lo-
cated at such alevel as to have the pull on the
trace and hame-tug to be perfectly straight, 8o

so that there will be no extra strain on a,ny

part of the trace or hame-tug. |

In each of the forms shown the rear parts
of the side flanges are constructed with a se-
ries of intemal apertured lugs 11; and, as 85
shown in Flﬂ" 9 where the ad;juqtment is made
on the outer side of the coupling-plate, a pad
or shield 12 is. secured to the said lug and

against the inner side of the said eﬂuplmm

plate to - prevent chafing or rabbing of the go
ammal

~Asshown in Figs.land 2, the loop 6, at the
front end of the eouljhncr plate 1, has the rear
end of a tug-section 13 attached the eto, and
at its opposite end the said tug-section is sup- 335

plied with a cockeye 14, that is connected to

the hame-clip 15.

The trace 16 is formed in any smta,ble man-
ner, and has secured to the front end thereof
a T- coupling 17, provided with a front bifur- roo
cated head 18, between the arms of which is

6, whlch eon%tmetlon as shown in I‘lg% 1 and pwetally mounted a hook 19 formed with a
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~ of the coupling-plate1,is passed overor bears

15

- rounded surface 20 and of increased thick-
~ mness. Inallthe formsof the device shown this
T-coupling, with its hook constructed in the
manner set forth, is employed and is intended
to adjustably engage the cross-bars 8 of the

double D openmn‘s’? toshortenorlengthenthe
trace or hame-tug as the case may be and ar-

range to engage the same either from t_he back

orfrontofthecoupling-plate,asshownby Figs.
land2. The unocecupied loop6,at the rear end

on either the outer or inner side of the trace

16, accordingly as the application of the hook
19 to the coupling-plate is made at the inner
or outer side of thelatter. It will beseen that

- this construction provides for a convenient

means of adjusting the trace and tug-section

~or for coupling or uncoupling the same.

20

Asshown in Fig. 3,the same construction of
coupling-plate 1 and hook 19 is employed,
and in this instance the said coupling-plateis
located nearer the hame, and the tug-section
13 is dispensed with. The said tug-section 135

1s supplemented or replaced by a coupling ex-

tension 21, consisting of a web or plate 22 at

the front, and a pair of parallel bars or arms
23 at the rear that arespaced apart and have

ears 24 on the ends thereof that are placed

~agalnst the ears 3 at one end of the coupling-

30
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plate and pivotally connected thereto by the

connecting bolt or screw 4. The front of the

sald coupling extension is surrounded, or has
secured thereto in any suitable manner, a

leather loop 25, to which is secured the cock-

eye, and by means of this coupling extension
the yielding natureof the device is sustained

and & free movement as well as a convenient

~mode of attachment is provided. In thisin-

40

- either the inner or outer sides of the eouphnn‘ |

45

stance, as in.the armngement shown by Figs.

1 and 2, the hook 19 may be caused to engage

plate 1, as may be found desirable.
In Flﬂ" 4 the coupling-plate is brought dl

rectly up to the hame-tug and the cocke}e is

carried directly on the forward end thereof.

- In this instance the coupling-plate 1 is in-

50

tegrally formed with an extension 26 that is-

below the level of the outer plane of the coup-
ling-plate, or inward therefrom, and to which

is secured a leather loop similar to loop 25, to -
which the cockeye is connected. The ad] ast- |

ment in this instance is made in the same
manner as in the forms heretofore set forth,

and an adjustment of _the-trace'or coupling !

plateis permitted.

or un(,ouplmn' of the same relatwely to the

coupling-plate 1, may be attained at will. It
| will be seen that the double D openings 7 are

55

so arranged that the hook 19 of the T coup- -

ling carr Ted by the end of the trace may en-

gage the same from either side that is from
either end of the coupling-plate, and thereby

a plactlcftble reversibility of the coupling-

ings to permif the attachment of the parts

.thereto that engage the same.

Changes 1in the form, propoxtlon and the
minor detmls of eonstructlon may be resorted
to without departing from the prineiple or

sacrificing any of the advantawes Of this in-
‘vention. |
Having descrlbed the mventlou What 1S

cla.lmed as new is—

1. In a device of the class descrlbed the

combination with a coupling - plate havmw

edges with lugs, and between 1its ends pro-

6o

It will be understood that
the loops where found permissible will be
supplied with anti-frictional rollers, and that
the coupling extension 21, as well as the ex-
tension 26, will be supplied with suitable open-

...70.

loops on its opposite ends and adapted to be
reversed end for end, provided at opposite

20

vided with a series of perforations, each bi-

sected by a cross-bar, of a trace having a hook

loosely connected tlleremth and ddapted to
engage with the aforesaid cross-bars at either
side thereof, substantially aes enecified.

2. In a deviee of the class deseubed the

combination of a coupling-piale having upper
and lower backwardly-extending ﬂancres with
integral lugs, and a series of openings in the
011tel part pr owded with cross-bars,loops mov-

and a tracehaving a T coupling secured there-

toand forined Wlth a bifurcated head in which
is pivotally mounted a hook, said hook being

9o

ablyattached tothe opposite ends of said coup-. '
ling-plate, a tug-section connected to the front
“end of the said coupling-plate and toa hame,

05

adapted toengage theopeningsandsaid cross- -

bars thereof and be. applied adjustably and
removably from either 51de of the pla,te,&ub-

stantmlly as desecribed.

{00

In testimony that I claim the toregomﬂ'&s

the preseuce of two witnesses.
" J OHN S. WEST.

- Witn esses:

G. W. WALLER
C_HAb A. GREIGH

my own I have hereto affixed my Sw*na,tme in
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