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To all whom it may concern:
‘Be it known that I, THEODORE DECKER, of

~ Charlottesville, in the county of Hancock and
- State of Indiana, have invented certain new

1C

and useful Improvements in Harness; and 1
do hereby declare that the following is a full,

 clear, and exact description of the invention,
" which will enable others skilled in the art to

which it appertains to make and use thesame,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and to letters of reference marked

thereon, which form a part of 131]18 specifica-

tlon .

My invention consists in.a specml con-

struction of parts, by means of which a whif-
fle-tree, and also the usual long traces and

other parts are dispensed with, and whereby

the horse can be very quickly hitched to the

~ vehicle, and quickly unhitehed.
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a trace.

In the drawings: Figurel mdlca,‘tes my im-
proved harness as applied to a horse, the re-

maining figures showing the parts detached
Fig. 2 my. novel metallic shaft carrier; I‘w
3 one of my metallic shaft plates; Fw 4 a
pair of shafts having on each shaft a pair of
such plates; Fig.5 a short tug having asnap-
hook and serving with other parts, mste&d of
Fig. 6 represents one of the shaft

- earriers connected with its short tugor brace

ﬁ30

and snap-hook, and also with the hold back

~ snapped to the same carrier; this figure omit-

ting the erupperstrap, but showmg means for

- 1ts oonnectmn with the hold-back. Fig.7 in-
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dicates the belly band having a sna,p-hook at

each end.
Similar letters refer to sumlm pmts in the

several figures.
~ Ailsan ordmaly oig- dedle serving to 111us-

trate its connection with my 1mprovements
which 1mpr0vement‘3 may be used with any

- gig saddle; a’ its bearing stlaps
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B 1S a breast collar a,nd its neck strap

D are my novel metal shaft-carriers Whlehi

I employ in place of ordinary shaft tugs, and
by means of strap and buckle as shown in

Fig. 2, I connect one of these carriersto ecach

strap a’. Each of those shaft carriers is pro-

 vided with a hook d’, extending upwmd as
- shown, and when buckled to the . straps a’ the
‘50 nrw-sa,ddle serves to. hold up the shafts;

it is also pr 0V1ded with holes ? 33 fm the pur-
poses hereinafter stated.

E is one of my short tugs or traces haviag
a snap-hook e¢’; F ashaft plate made of round
iron bent to form two eyes g’ g’ as shown,
and the center part and both ends being flat-

tened and having holes by means of which

Lthey may be bolted or screwed to the shafts,
as shown. These plates are permanently
fixed on both the upper and under sides of
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the shafts as shown, one directly underneath

the other, and say about twenty-two inches
from the front ends of the shafts (, the bolts
extending vertically through the shafts.

I indicates a crupper and its straps of well
known kind.

I is a belly-band of two pleces, one longer
than the other, with snap-hooks ¢’ ¢’ at eaeh
end, and ‘_Wlth an adjusting buckle 2* con-
neeting these pieces. 'I'his belly band serves
to hold the shafts firmlyin place. The holes
d® in the shaftearrier plate D,are for the fol-

lowing purposes: The forward one receives

the snap hook ¢’ on the short tug or trace K,
and this tug E is connected by means of
buckle b’ to the end of the breast collar B;
and the rear holes d? of plates D receive the
snap hooks m at the fore end of an ordinary
breeching or hold-back IK. This shorttug or
trace E thus takes the place of the ordinary
long trace, for by using tug E on the shaft car-

rier D, and these carriers being severally

hooked fast in one of the eyes g’ ontop of the
shafts enables a horse to pull just the same

I as if there were long traces extending from
an ordinary or other horse collar back to the

whiffle-tree on the shafts. 1 however do not
need or use any whiffle-tree. The hold-backs
of the breeching K may be of ordinary kind,
and the snap hooks m put on after the hold
backs have been attached to the breeching,
and then the hooks aresnapped into the holes
d d* (see Fig. 6) sothat when a horse is hold-
ing back, the hold backs pull directly on the

| shaft carrier D and these being hooked into

one of the fixed eyes ¢’ on top of the shaft
makes it perfectly safe, and therefore it is
not necessary (as is usual with ordinary har-
ness) to wrap the hold-back straps arouud the

and | shafts
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The breeching K, and turn-back H, and
crupper are merely shown for the purpose of
illustrating their connection with my novel

features; any breeching and any turn baek_

may be u&ed with my invention.

It will be observed thatI do not employ
buckles at the ends of the short braces L, to
connect them with the plates D; nor any
buckles at the fore ends of the breechmﬂ' to

connect it to the plate D; nor any buckles to -
connect the belly-band -I,’ with the breast-col-

lar; snap-hooks being used for all these con-

nections and which can when desired be in- |

stantly released. The buckles shown, serve
merely for shortening or lengthening the
straps and need not De unbueklad for the
purpose of harnessing or unharnessing.

In order to hitch up a horse all that is nec-

essary to do is to put the harness on the horse

substantially as in using other harness, then

snap the hold-back K, and the short tun*s K
to the eyes d* d* of the shaft carriers D, then

raise the shafts and let them down over the
horse and hook the shaft carriers on each side

of the horse into one of the fixed eyes ¢’ .¢”

on top of the shafts. The object of having
two eyes ¢’ g’ in the plates I, is to enable the
horse to be hitched closer to_ or farther from
the vehicle as may be desired. I next take
the belly-band I (see Fig. 7) and which as
stated has a simiiar snap or snap hook 7’

at each of its ends, and after hooking the
shafts to the shaft carrier D, as above ,stated
one end of this band Iis snapped fast to one

of the fixed eyes ¢’ underneath the shafts, |

and 1ts other end is passed underneath the
horse and snapped fast to one of the eyes g’
on the under side of the other shaft.
hitching is thus completed.

As above mentioned, the belly baud I, is
made of two plecesone. lonwer tha,n the other
and one of them has a series of holes for the
tongue of its connecting buckle 42, so that it
can be adapted for use mth any horse

The

To |
unhitch, I merely unsnap one end of this
belly ba,nd flOIIl the eye 9" underneath the

500,464

shaft and raise the shaft, and the horse and
his harness are then free of the vehicle, for
the act of raising the shafts dlsconueets the

‘shaft carriers D from the upper eyes g” of the

shafts; and as there is nmo whiffle- tree; and

as there are no ordinary long ‘traces to be dis-
engaged from a whiffle ttee, and no hames

and 1o straps wound around the shafts need-
ing to be unbuckled and released, all the
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usual delay and annoyance 11101dent to such

features are avoided.
I claim—

1. Aharness attaohment comprising a hook

plate having means at its upper end for at-
tachment to a saddle skirt, a hook atitslower

| end, and a perforation at ea,eh side, a breast-
_stmp and hold-back each having a snap-hook

to engage said holes or pe1forat10ns and eyes
on the thills of the vehicle to which the hook

is adapted to be attaJehed @11 substantially as
described.

2. A harness attachment comprising hoo]{
plates each having means atits upper end for

attachment to a saddle skirt, a hook at its

lower end and a pelforatwn 1n each of its
sides, a breast-plate and hold-back each hav-
ing snap-hooks to engage said holes or perfo-

-ra,uons eyes on the thllls to engage with the
‘hooks of ‘said plates, a belly - band having

snap-hooks at each end, and eyes on the un-

" | der side of the thills to engage therewith.

3. The described hamesc; for dispensing

1+ with long traces and whlfﬂe irees, consisting

of the ﬁxed plates K, ¢’, secured both to the
upper and to the under side of the shafts, the

shaft carriers D, having the snap-hook holeb'
@ d? and the hook d’ the short tugs K and
their snap- -hooks ¢/, the hold- baek and its
snap-hooks m, and the belly band I having a
| snap-hook at each end, all subst&ntlally as

shown -:ll]d descmbed
| THEODORE DECKER

Wltnesses

GEORGE A. M. IIICKMAN
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