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To all whom it may-cancerﬁ.’-'

~ Beit known that I, FRED. W. TOBEY, a citi-

- zen of the United States, residing at Grand

Rapids, in the county of Kent and State of

“Michigan, have invented certain new and use-

ful Improvements in Desk-Supports; and I do

. hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
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and exact description of the invention, such

‘as will enable others skilled in the art to which

1t appertains to make and use the same. -
_ My invention relates to improvements in
desk supports, and its object is to provide the

‘same with certain new and useful features,

hereinafter more fully deseribed and particu-
larly pointed out in the claims, referencs be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, in
which— | SR o

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a device em-
bodying my invention; Fig. 2 an enlarged de-

tail in vertical section on the line 2—2 of
Fig. 1. | |

Like letters refer to like parts in both of
the figures. | | o

A represents the upper part or case of the
desk proper, provided with the usual front
B, hinged to the same at its lower edge, and
serving as a writing table when open, and
when closed forming a front to the said case
A, which case also has a slotted opening A’
In the rear of the bottom, which opening is
traversed by the lower end of a pendulum
lever E, pivoted at its upper end to the desk
A, and engaging near its lower end an open-

ing (/, in the inner end of the desk support-.

ing slide C, which slide is thrust forward and
outward by the lever E, and beneath the front
B, to support said front when open; for this
purpose the lever K is connected to the front
B by means of a bar D pivoted at one end to
said front, and at the other to said lever.

So far there is nothing essentialiy new in
my device. = o |

My invention consists in the construction
and arrangement, whereby the bar D not only
serves to operate the slide C as heretofore,
but also serves as a support for the front B,

either in conjunction with the said slide C,

or alone and without the co-operation of said

slide, making a stronger structure when used

with said slide and a simpler and cheaper de-
vice whenused alone. Forthispurpose the bar
D is pivoted to thelever Ein positionto contact

the botfom of the case A, and the. said lever

K pivoted in position to be vertical when the
front is open, so that sald bar is lifted free
from said bottom as the desk is elosed, as in-
dicated by dotted lines in Fig. 1.

Said bar
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is also bent downward at-D’, so that its for- '

ward end is in the'same plane with and par-
allel to the edge of the front B, and is also

pivoted at its outer end to said front. Be-
‘neath the forward end of said barD,and rig-
1dly secured to the said front is a stop, or
ledge F, which engages thé under side of said

bar and stops the same in line with the front

B, thus forming a rigid support for the same,

resting on the bottoim of the case A, and held
down at the inner end by the lever E. This

alone forms a sufficient and cheap support

for said front without the slide C, which to-

gether with the slot A’, and lower end of the -
lever K, may be altogether omitted, or both -
‘the bar D and slide C may be utilized in con-

Junction (as in Fig. 1) making a very strong

and - secure structure. It will be observed
that with only the slide C to support the
front:B, a downward pressure at-the front
edge of said front brings a strain on the
hinges at its rear, tending to break, or pull
the same loose. The deseribed construection

the hinges. |
What I claim is— | _ o
L: “The combination with a desk-case, ‘hav-

ing a‘hinged front, of a bar, pivoted to said.

front at its outer end and movable bodily up-
wardly and inwardly therewith, the outer end
of said bar being located in the plane of the
edge of said front and the middle part there-

of being located in a higher plane than said
outer end and engaging and supported by the
the case when the front is lowered,

bottom of
and- a swinging lever, pivoted at its
end to the case and at its lower end
rear end of said bar, said lever
sald bar to swing bodily with the
holding it down against its sup _
front is lowered, substantially as described.
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takes off this strain upon the bar D, and saves
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2. The combination with a desk-case, hav- '

Ing a hinged front, of a bar pivoted to said
iront at its outer end and movable bodily up-

wardly and inwardly therewith, the outer end
plane of the

of said bar being located in the

edge of said front and the middle part there-
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of being located in a hwher plane tha,u said |

outer end, a ledge, Secured to said front and
serving as a stop and support for said outer

end of the bar when said front is lowered,
and a swinging lever, pivoted at its upper

end to said case and at its lower end to said
bar, sald lever permitting said bar to swing
bodily with said front butv holding its middle

portion down against the bottom of the case
when said front is low ered substa,nmally as
-described. B
3. The combination with a desk-case, hav-

ing a hinged front and a slotted bottom and
a slide to support said front, of a pendulum
lever pivoted at its upper end to the case and

509,000

having its lower end traversing the slot in
the bottom of the case and engaging said
slide, and a bar having its forward end lo-
cated in the plane of said hinged front and
pivoted thereto and its rear extremity pivoted
to sald pendulum lever,and a support in the
desk-case for the mlddle portion of sald bar,
substantially as deseribed. -

Intestimony whereof I affix my ::.wnatu rein

presence of two W1tnesses

FRED- W. TOBEY. |
Witnesses:’ |
LLUTHER V. MOULTON

LEWIS E. FLANDERS.
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