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To all whom 6 may concerm:

Be 1t known that I, ERNST SOHAFER of

- Iserlohn,in the ngdom of Prussia and Ger-

- man Emplre have invented a new and use-

5 ful Adjustable Back for the Covers of Books,
Pocket - Books, Letter-Cases, Note - Books,
Pulses and the Like, of which the following
isa epeelﬁcetlon reference being had therem
to the accompanying drawings.

1o The object of the present mvention 18 an
adJuetable back for books, letter cases and
the like, of every kind,

It is well known that note-cases and the
~ like, as used hitherto, are not very suitable
15 for carrying purposes, as by the width of the

back of anysuch article the thickness thereof,
as well as the capacity of the various parti-
tions, is determined. In the back hitherto

- used it has been necessary to have a somewhat
20 complicated construction, in order to secure
- greater width or commodlousness In this
way, however, a bulging appearance is given
- to the purse or pocket- boek which soon wears
out,thélock also being strained and damaged.
“All the above mentioned defects are over-
come by the presentinvention which consists,

- chiefly, in the back being adjustable accord-
ing to the number of the inclosures.
cases and otherarticles can, thus, be preserved

30 1n good condition, irrespective of the fact of
their being empty, or partially or wholly
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filled, the s1dee remaining always parallel to

~ each other and the lock, even if of the most
ordinary construction, remaining always in
35 good condition, no matter how many inclos-
~ ures may be introduced. At the same time,
- a far greater durability of the poeket book er
letter-case is secured.
The whole construction of the puree 1tself
4o consists of two parts. The one part is com-
posed of two layers of leather or suitable ma-
terial, sewed together at the top and bottom,
the sules being left open, while the other pa,rt
- 18 moved backward and forward through the
45 open sides of the former.
~ " Another feature of this invention consists
in the lock. The locks used hitherto, in con-
sequence of the strain which they undern'o
“become easily and rapidly injured. T heve
_ 50 accordingly constructed a special kind of lock,

by means ef which a secure fastening is ob-

Letter--

tained and the loek preserved in good condi-
tion, no matter what number ef inclosures

may be introdueed.
In the inclosed dremnn*s the invention is

‘represented.

Figure 1 shows the letter case, pocket book:
Fig.2 is an edge view.
Fig. 3is a view showing the pocket book or

or other article open.

letter case closed, . Flﬂ‘S 4 and 5 represent
the locking slides in the locked and unlocked

positions and Figs. 4* and 5* are sectional
‘views of portions ef sald slides.

55

60-'-

The part a composed of two portlone, sewed

together, forms the back of the pocket-book
or letter-case. It can be provided with an

unlimited number of pockets and receive any
The part-o which is -
provided with a series of pockets has a pas-

number of inclosures.:

sage through it at the back open at top and
bettom and through this passage the back b
passes and thus the part b6 may freely slide

up and down on the back to adjust the size

70

of the covering flap of the part b to the re-

quirements of the part a.
The part & while forming the back of the

75

pocket-book or letter-case may be provided

with a number of pockets, as at ¢, into which

any required number of 1nelosure°, may be

introduced.
As before etated ‘the part b may be drewn
to the extent of its own lenﬂ*th through the

opening left in the sides of the parta. *-When :

inclosures are introduced into the pockets
the part a moves eutometlcelly in the direc-
tionof thelock. Iftheinclosures beremoved,
either pertmlly or wholly, the part ¢ is worked
backward, in the direction of the lock, by a
slight movemenb of the hand.

The fastening may be effected in different
ways, for mstence, by an india rubber band,
by a strap of leather, by buckles Or other-
wise.

If the case be le,rn'e, a,nd 1t 18 found desir-
able. to do so, leather etle.ps or handles may

| be employed for carrying purposes. .

‘T'he lock used in this invention should be

such asis usually applied to articles as before

described but be provided with several holes,

80 a8 to allow of the fastening being efi‘ected_
at a point higher up or lower down aceord-
ingly as the pocket book, or case, is mcreesed
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or reduced in bulk by the introduction or| 1. In combination with a back. piece 0, a
removal of inclosures. In the key plate or | part @ having pockets sliding on said back
scutcheon ¢, Figs. 4 and 5%, are provided holes | piece b, substantially as desecribed.
e cut at right angles and serving to receive 2. In combination, a back piece b having
g and retain the closing knob or head g and pockets permanently secured to the lower 25
its neck h. The plate d behind the key plate | part thereof, and a sliding pocket part a, sub-
¢ is provided with corresponding holes f of | stantially as described. o
the same shape as the holes e. I - 8. In combination, a back piece b, a sliding
The locking is effected by introducing the | pocketed part o carried thereby, a locking
16 knob or head ¢ into one of the small holes ¢ | knob carried on the upper end of said piece 30
~ £(Figs. 5 and 5%). The necks % of theknobs | , a series of locking notches in a plate in the
or heads ¢ enter the rectangular holes e f | lower end of sald part b, a locking slide and
when the pocket book or caseis pressed tightly i-'a,_--,key for operating the same, substantially
for the purpose of closing it. If the key be | as described. .
15 now turned, the plate d will rise upward an;l | Barmen, the 24th day of February,1893.
"~ the hole f be brought level with the neck / QT K |
(Figs. 4 and 4*.) In this waytheknob gisre- | - - ERNST SCHAFER.
tained in the hole e. | - Witnesses: | |

| What I claim, and desire to secure by Let- | FRANK HESSENBURCH,
20 ters Patent of the United States, is— l WILLIAM ESSENWEIN.
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