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- To all whom it may concern: , ]
- Be it known that I, EDDiE H. HAMILTON, a
-citizen of the United States, residing at Wash-
‘Ington, in the District of Columbia, have in-
‘vented certain newand useful Improvements
‘in Folding Wall-Tables; and I do hereby de-

- clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
- actdescription of the invention, such as will

Io

- tables whichareinclosed within the wall of a
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~and the articles supported thereon, thereby
- lessening the strain on the flexible backing.
- To these ends the invention consists in cer- I

-~ UNITED

‘adapted to be drawn out therefrom for use.
- One object of my invention is to provide a
table of the character set forth in which the
supporting legs will be automatically forced
-~ downward into the position to support the
‘table by the drawing of the table outward for
use and automatically raised to their position |
~ beneath and parallel with the table top by
- the forcing of the table inward into the in-
closure. - | o : |
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- theinvention—Figurel isasectional viewof a
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enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertalns to make and use the same.
This invention has relation to that class of

railroad ear or dwelling when not in use, and

- Another -objecﬁ_of my invention 1s to pro-
vide animproved means for strengthening the
table top by assuming the weight of the top

. tain peculiaritiesin the construction,arrange-
- ment and combination of the several parts
- substantially as hereinafter described and

particularly p_ointed out in the subjoined

In the 'aceompanying drawings illustrating

~partofacar-body,showing areceptacleformed
- inthe side wall thereof for my improved table,
- * the latter being drawn out for use. Fig. 2is

40

a bottom plan view of my improved table.
Fig. 3 is an enlarged section through x « of
Fig. 2 and shows in full lines the position of l

the parts when the leg is in ifs vertical posi-

B tion, and in dotted lines the position of the
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- position,and Fig.41is an enlarged detail view
of parts of two adjacent slats entering into |

- the means for taking the vertical strain.’
- S50

parts when the leg is raised to a horizontal

the construction of the table top and shows

A designates part of a side wall of a car

- body, which is suitably formed to provide a |
- receptacle A’ for the table B when the latter |

18 not in use and has at each end of said re-
ceptacle a standard or post.a. These stand-
ards or posts a are grooved as shown at o’
to recelve the edges of and form ways for the

table. An opening &’ is formed in the wall
A through which the table B extends when
drawn out foruse, said opening being entirely
closed by the front portionB’.of the table when

on each end with a plate E, which has at one

| end a recess formed with a curved wall e and

a pin E’ projecting horizontally from the in-
ner wall of the recess,and at its opposite end
a rigid hook E? adapted to engage the pin B’
of the next adjacent slat. By this means the

weight of the slats and of the articles sup-
| ported thereon is borne by the hooks and pins

instead of by the flexible backing. .

- F, F designate the table legs, which are lo- -

cated one at each corner of the outer end of

the table. Kach of these legs is pivoted at

one corner of-its upper end to the lower end
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the latter is inclosed within the receptacle.
{ The slats C of the table B are connected by
the flexible backing D and are each provided:

o /T
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of a casting G the upper end of which passes .
through a slot 2 formed in a transverse plate

H which is so located with respect to the un- =
8o

‘cured) as to provide a space between it and =~

said table top, within which space is located

der side of the table top.(to which it is se-

a projection g on the extreme upper end of

the casting, whereby the casting with its at-
tached leg, is held from vertical displacement. |
‘| Hach of the legs F has an ineclined longitudi-
nal slot f formed atits upperend with a trans-

versely extending portion f’, said slot receiv-

ing a pin g’ projecting from the front B’ of

‘thetable, whereby the leg will be raised when
the casting. is forced from the inner to the °
oufer end of the slot # and lowered when the

casting is forced in the opposite direction.
I designates a system of diagonal levers

which serve to automatically lower the legs

as the table is pulled out for use and auto-
matically raise the legs as-the table is pushed
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in out of the way. The inner members I’ of
these levers are pivoted at their rear ends to

projections extending from collars J loosely- 1 '

encircling an immovable transverse rod K,

I1ICO

and attheir centers they are pivoted together,

while their outer members I’” arve pivoted at
their forward ends to the upper portions of
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the castlngs G at their centers to eaeh other | which will be entlrely a,utomatlc as reﬂ*ards
- and at their rear ends to the forward ends of

the inner members I’. A series of longitudi-

nal jointed levers L, L/, are pivoted to the

sides, at the center and each end, of the sys-
tem of levers and serve to brace said system
of levers by keeping the members thereof in

their extended posmon when the table is
It will be seen on refer-

drawn out for use.
ence to Fig. 2 that the jointed levers L’ are of

- greater length than the space between the
ends of the levers I’,whichthey join, and that
therefore said levers L’ are never straight |
~ from end to end. I prefer this construction.
as 1 obviates the necessity of -the operator

touching said bracing levers L/ in Order to

- permit foldmﬂ' of the table.

2Q

The opera.tmn of my invention is as fol-
lows: As the table is being drawn out, the
system ot levers is extended thus forcmo* the

casting G from the outer to the inner ends of_

the blOtb h in the plates H and the pins ¢’

engaging the inclined slots in the legs se-

cured to the castings exert in connection
with said castings a pressure on the legs
which will cause them to turn on their piv-
ots and assume a vertical position. When

- further immediate use of the table is not de-
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sired it 1s forced inward, after first pressing
the levers I. inward slightly at their joints
and the reverse of the above operation takes

place; that is to say, the system of levers is

folded and draws on the castings which move
to the outer ends of the slots in the plates

and in their movement together with the pins
¢’ cause said legs to rise to their horizontal po-
sition which position they reach at a period

- which will permit them to pass through the
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opening a’’ and thus not obstruect the pas-

sage of the table into the receptacle. When

~ the table is drawn out into ‘position for use

the forward jointed levers L are straight

- from end to end. thus absolutely preventing
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vent the table from being drawn out too far.
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accidental folding of the system of levers,
the legs being thus kept immovable in one
dlrecmon Whlle accidental movement of the

legs in’ the. opposite direction is prevented by

a shoulder ¢’/ in each casting engaging a side
of the leg. A strip M. within the receptdde
A’ anda’projeetion M’ on the inner end of the
table top adapted to engage said strip, pre-

As the table is preferably of considerably
oreater length than height and it 1s not de-

sirable or practical to cut through the floor

of the car into the floor-beam, it 1s necessary

~ that the table top should be folded within
~ the receptacle and to this end the ways in

6>

the receptacle for the table are extended from
the bottom of the vertical portion around and

-up a short distance as shown in Fig. 1; but

of course I do not wish to be understood as
limiting myself to this construction or to mak-

ing the table of greater length than height.

From the above it will be seen that I hav

_p_rowded an extremely simple wall - table, 4

with the foldmﬂ' top, a _
rod, and colla,rs, loosely encireling said rod,
of a system of levers pivoted at their rear
ends to said collars, legs or supports for the

the raising and lowering of the table lecrs

. which is perfeetly braced in every direction

when opened, so that aceidental folding there-
of is impossible; and also one in Wthh the

{ weight of the slats and of the articles sup-

ported thereby is not borne by the flexible

backing which is too weak to withstand much

weight For any length of tlme without being
1n,]ured
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Having now debcubed my 1nvent1on what |

I claim is—

1. In a folding wall—table, the combination

stationary transverse

forward end of said table and a connection,

| movable transversely of the table, to which
the upper ends of said legs or supports and

the forward ends of said system of levers are
pivoted, substantially as deseribed, whereby
sald system of levers acting upon said con-
nection will cause said len*s to assume d ver-

tical position as the ta,ble 1s drawn out and
to be raised to horizontal position as the t&ble

is forced inward, as specified.

2. The herein descrlbed folding table top,
consisting of a series of slats, a ﬂeuble back-
ing conneeting sald slats and allowing the
same to fold and a strengthening means con-
sisting of a plate secured to each end of each
slat, each of said plates having at one end a
recess formed with a curved wall and a pin

go
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projecting horizontally from the inner wall

of said recess, and at its opposne end a rigid
hook, said hook engaging the pm of the next
a,d,]a,cent plate as deserlbed B

In a folding wall-table the combination

o5

of the folding top having pins at its forward
end, castings conuected to said top and trans-
Versely movable with respect thereto, a leg
pivoted at its upper corner to each 01‘:’ said

castings and having an inclined slot engaged

by one of said pins, a system of folding le-

vers engaging sald castings at one end, and

transversely movable collars engaged by op-
posite ends of said system of levers

4. In a folding wall-table, the combination
_'of the folding top,_ having pins at its forward
end, castings connected to said top and trans-
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versely movable with respect thereto, a leg

pivoted at its upper corner to each of said

castings and having an inclined slot engaged

by one of said pins, a system of foldmg le-
vers engaging said castings at one end and
transversely movable eolla,rs engaged by the
opposite end of said levers, and ;|01nted brac-
1ing-levers pwoted to the sidesof said system
of lm ers.
In testimony wher eof I affix my swna,tme in
presence of two witnesses. -
EDDIE H. HAMILTON.
Witnesses:
CHAS. J. STOCKMAN,
~ ARMAT STODDART
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