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- and exact description.

- the frames of mail bags or like receptacles,

IO

form practically a long flat bar.
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To all whom it maﬁy COnCern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE A. LA FEVER,
of Selkirk, in the county of Albany and State

.0of New York, have invented a new and Im-

proved Frame for Mail-Bags or Like Recep-
tacles, of which the following is a full, clear,

My invention relates toan improvement in

and the object of the invention is to provide

a frame composed of rigid sections the sec-

tions being united by hinged connections in

such manner that the sections may be folded
~out 1n rectangular form, or whereby the sec-

tions may be folded one upon the other to
When the

- frame 1S brought to its rectangular position

- the frame is folded, one member upon the
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the mouth of the bag is opened, and when

other, the mouth of the bag is closed.
Another feature of the invention consists

in providing two of the members with pro-

jecting flanges, whereby when the frame is

~opened the flanges will be at diagonally oppo-

site corners, enabling the bag to besuspended
in a ready and convenient manner. 3
It is another feature of the invention to

- construet the frame in such manner that the

30

body of the bag may be attached to the outer
side or face thereof, and to provide the body

- of thebagimmediately below the hinges in the

frame, with correspondingly located hinges

acting in conjunction with those of the frame,

- thuspreventing any strain upon the body, and
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insuring the co-operation of the body with the

. frame.
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bag, illustrating the application of the frame |:nally opposite the hinge 14. The other end

- thereto, the mouth of the bag being closed. | of the bar C, has a hinged connection 15 with
‘that end of the bar A, carrying the projecting

portion of the flange 10*, and the hinge 15, is

A

The iInvention consists in the novel con-
struction and combinations of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth
and pointed out in the claims,. I
- Referenceis to be had to the accompanying

drawings forming a part of this specification,.

in which similar figures and letters of refer-

"~ ence indicate corresponding parts in . all the

Views.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the mail

Fig.2 is a perspective view, showing the frame:
in its open or rectangular position, a:portion:

- of the body of the bag being represented in _
dotted lines. Fig.3isaplanviewof theframe bars, Thus what may be termed the flush

] closed. Fig. 4is a view of the frame in its

open position, the flanged members being in
horizontal section, the section being taken
immediately below the flanges. Fig. 5 illus-
trates the frame as shown in Fig. 4 in folded
position to diselose the position and eha,'ra_c-;_
ter of its hinges; and- Fig. 6 is a transverse
section through the frame when folded, illus-
trating one way of securing the body thereto,

and providing a cushion for the upper por-
tion of the body of the bag. .

The frame of the bag is composed of four
bars, A, B, C and D. The bars are made of
metal or of other rigid material, and each of

the bars A and B, is provided with a horizon-

tal flange upon its upper edge, the flanges of
the two bars being designated as 10 and 11,
and the flanges project over the inner faces
of the bars. At one edge the flanges are flush
with the ends of the bars; but at the other
edges the flanges extend over and beyond the
ends of the bars, and these end projections of

the flanges are designated respectively as 102

‘and 11°. The projections of the flanges, how-

ever, are not at the same ends of the bars, but

| at opposite ends, as illustrated in Fig.1; and
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the outer extremities of the projecting por-

tions of the flanges are preferably made
straight. o S o

The bar D, is connected with the bar A at
the end opposite that beyond which the flange
extends; and the hinge 12, by means of which
the connection is made, is so_shaped as to be

partially within and partially without the

frame. The opposite end of the bar D, is

| connected with the end of the bar B beyond

which the flange extension 112, is projected,
and the hinge 13 effecting a connection at this

The bar C, is connected by a hinge 14, with
the opposite end of the bar B, and the hinge
1s partially within and partially without the

frame, as has been described in connection
| with the hinge 12, which when the frame is
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| point extends outward from the frame; that =
{.18 to say, it is upon the outside of the frame.
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brought to a rectangular position is diago-

formed upon the outer surface of these two
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hmﬂ'es 12 and-14, are diagonally opposite, and
the outwardly formed hingessustain thé same

relation to each other; that is, when the frame

1is opened or in a rectanﬂ'ular position.

‘Upon the outer face of each of the baﬂ,rs,'

series of pins 16,is produced; and ordinarily
upon the bar D, near the flange extension 117

- alock 17, 1s located the lock being upon the
- outer faee of thebar; ‘and uponthe mnerface of

10

2C
 tothe outer face of the frame, said frame ¢oni- |
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the opposite bar C, near the projecting flange
10%, a staple 18, of any approved construction
i8 Ioca,ted Whlch 1is ada,pted to enter the lock.

ple 18, which is then of the ordinary charac-
ter; IS adapted to extend to receive a pad-loek,
or like fastening device. The pins 16, extend
around the side and bottom edges of the lock
17 when the lock is employed.

The leather body E of the bag is attached
prising the bars A, B, € and D, by causing

the pins to project throucrh {hé le&ther and | i§ desirable to have the mouth Tield open or

‘to hold the mouth readily elosed.

then riveting the heads of the pins. This is
the ordinary way of making the attachment,

but if it is desiréd the body of the bag may '
be attached to the frame, as illustrated in |}

6; in which the attachment between the constitute the frame it is readily puttogether

frame and the body is made below the upper } and is capable of being eonvenierntly and ex-

edge of the latter and the upper edge is ear- |
vied downward upon the body over a filling |
19, and the folded pOI‘thH of the body is se- |

and 5 that theé hingés 13 and 15, at the een-

cured to its straight portion by means of riv- | ter of the folded frame do not ¢ome oppomte

egch other, biit are arranged to break joints,

Fig:

eéts 20; oF the eqmvalent thereof. By this
Hieans & cushmn is forned aletig the otifer

faces of the frame, which proteets the frame | as 4 degree of safety not obtained when the

- two gentral hinges are brought in the closed
In any event; by attaehiiig the |

body to the otiter face of the frame the latter |

and likewise protects the attaching mediuin
of the bedy.

ig niore or less protected.
I order that the body of the bag may move

eoncertedly with theframeé,and w1thout erack-

ing or ¢réasing, hinges 21, are located at the |

corners of the bag body, as shown in dotted
lines ih Fig. 2, and these hinges are imme-
diately benea,th the hinges of the frame and
aie situated in like manner; in fact, thé pin-
tles of the frame hinges are also made to con:
stitite the pintles of the hinges of the body.

Thus these two parts must of riecessity move

together.
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A soekeét or poeket 22, 18 plaeed upon the
putér face of the body of the bag at one side
of the frame, a8 shown in Fig. 1 foi the re-
¢eption of the tag indicating to what portion
of the country the bag is to be sent; and a
handle; or handles, 23 may hkemse be at-

tached to the frame if in practice it is found

~ desirable.

6o

In folding the frame from an open to a
¢losed position, the bar C folds close to Lhe

innei face of the bar B beneath the flange 11

thereof; and the flanged bar A, réceives in
engagement thmemth the bar D the flange
of the bar A, covering the top of the bar D

and the prOJeetlng ends of the two ﬂanges-
- overlap the upper edge of the bar D adjacent:

| strengthen the frame.
| frame are constructed in the manner above
deseribed; that is, two hinges facing outward
“and: two of the hinges ﬂush in ordel that the
bars of the flcmle may be folded close to-

508,515

to or over the loek; these two flanges practi-

cally abut, as shown in Fig. 8, a.nd serve to
The hmO'es of the

gether as the flush hinges are at the ex{rem-

ity of the folded tframe Whlle the outwardly

projecting hinges are at the central portion
thereof, one at each side, as shown in Kigs. 3

and 5.
When the lock 17 is not used, the bar D, is |

provided with a slot throtigh which the sta- |

"This frame is exceedingly strong, it 18 eco-
nomic in its construction and it is capable of
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being readily opened,and when open it will as- -

the baﬂ' is open the projecting flanges may be

| utalzzed to suspend the bag from any eonven-
ient sapport.

It will be inderstood that the frame is ap-

sume a rectangilar position and the body of
the bag will assumé the same position; when

plicable to any character of bag in which it

The frame; when constructed as above de-

R

séribed inay be made exceedingly light and
yet be very strong; and as bit four pieces

peditiously maniptlated. |
It will be noticéd by referenc¢e to Figs. 3

thus secaring 4 rigidity and firmness ag well

frainé opposité ofie another.,
Having thus fiilly deseribed my invention,

1 claim asnew and desire to secure by Letlers
Patent—

1. In & mail bag or kmdred réceptacle, a
framé the same consmtmﬂ' of four bars, the

- bars bemg hinged at their ends in Order to
- constitute & reetanﬂrular shape when ini one

position, fwo opposité bars being provided

9o
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with flanges upon their upper edﬂ'es inwardly

extending, the flanges pm;]ectmg beyond op-
posite ends of the bars as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

9. .A frame for mail bags or sumla,r reeep-

taeles, consisting of fout rigid bars, the bars

.;bemﬂ' hinged to form a rectann'ulm figure,
| two dlafrona,lly opposite hmfres extending

within and withoat the frame and the other

diagonally opposite hinges projecting beyond
the outer surface of the frame, and fastemntr

devices intégral with and projecting from the

outer faces of the bars and adapbed toredeive
| the body of the bag, the innerfaces of the bars

being free from projections to permit them
to contact as and for the purpose specified.
3. In a mail bag or similar reeceptacle; a

frame,; the same consisti ng of four bars con-

11§
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nected by hinges at their ends to forin a rect-

angular ﬁﬂ'ure, twodiagonally opposite hinges
pro;ectmn' beyond the outer faces of the bars




- bination with a frame congisting of four rigid-
bars having a hinge conneetmn and grouped

10O
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and the other two diagonally opposite hinges
being practically flush with the outer face of

the bars, and horizontal flanges located upon

two opposite bars and extendmg beyond op-

posite corners of said bars, as and forthe pur-

pose specified.
4. In a mail bag or like receptacle, the com-

to form a reetanwular figure, of a-body por-
tion secured to the bars, the body portmn be-

~ ing provided with hmges beneath the hinges
- of the frame bars, as and for the purpose set

forth

9. In a mail bag or like receptacle, the com- '

bination, with a foldm-rr frame provided with

hmves at the ends of 1ts members of pmq Se-

cured upon the outer faces of -the members of

the frame, and a body portion secured to the

-sald pins, the said body being provided with
hinges beneath the hinges of the frame, as

and for the purpose set “forth.
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6. - The combination with the frame formed

of the hinged barshaving projections on their

outer faces, of the bag E secured near its up-
per edge upon said pro,]ectlons with its up-
per edge folded over upon the outer face of
the bag and riveted thereto asat 20 thuscon-
cealmg the projections 16 and forming the
cushion 19, substantially as set forth.

GEORGE A. LA FEVER
Witnesses:

ROBERT JEFFERSON,
WM L. OGSBURY
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