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" To all whom it ma Y concer:
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Beit known that I, FRED H. OUTLER a c1t1-

zen of the United States, residing at Buffalo,

in the county of Erie and State of New York,
have invented certain mew and useful Im-

-provements in Desks; and I do hereby declare

the following to be a full, elear, and exaet de-
seription of the invention, such as will enable

others skilled in the art to whwh it apperta,lna

to make and use the same.
My invention is an 1mprovement in aeqks
and consistsin the novel features of construc-

 tion and combination of parts heremafter
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fully deseribed.
In the accompanying dmwmg& I hzwe illus-
trated one form in which I have contemplated

~ embodying my invention and said invention
- 18 fully disclosed in the followmcr descrmtmn

20

and claims.
Referring to the dl&Wlllﬂ'S, Figure 1 repre-

~ sents a perspeetwe view of the upper portion

and its COVer.

of a desk showing myinvention applied there-
to. F¥ig.21sa front view, enlarged, of one of
my improved pigeon-hole covers. I‘w 318 a
sectional view of one of the desk p1geon~holes
Fig. 4 1s & sectmna,l wew of
the cover shown in Fig. 2.

A represents a desk “of any usua,l or OI‘dl-

nary general construction, having its top a

provided with a series of pigeon holes In the
drawings I have shown the top « prowded

w1th an upper and lower row of pigeon holes

a’ a?® and a central space ¢® in each row not

- divided intopigeon holes, but the pigeon holes
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may extend the entire lenwth of each row if
desired.
Along the upper and lower edges of ea,ch

:'10w of pigeon holes is a grooved strip and
where there are two rows of pigeon holes one

above the other the central longitudinal par-

tition will ordinarily be p10v1ded with a sin-

~ gle strip b having a groove on its upper, and
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also on its lower side as shown in Fig. 3, while
the upper and lower strips b’ b will have a

single groove on their lower and upper faces

respectlvely |
I provide a series of closing covers B one

for each pigeéon hole which conswts of a thin

reetangular piece of wood or other material

mounted in the grooves of the strlps bbb

| from at pleastire.

open for the time being.
My invention is dGSIgned as an improvement

and a,da,pted to slide horizontally therein.

These covers serve to protect the contents of

them private and not exposed to public view.

“When it is desired to have access to any one
of the pigeon holes, it is only necessary to

place the finger upon its cover and move 1t

‘the pigeon holes from dust and also to keep
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toward the center of the desk. The cover

will slide easily in its grooved supports and

| will of course move with it all the covers be-

tween it and the center of the desk. When
it is desired to close the pigeon hole again,
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the finger will be placed on the cover nearest

the center, and.all the covers will be moved

toward the end of the desk, the distance re-
When

quired to close the open pigeon hole.
the pigeon holes extend the entire width of

the desk, it is necessary to leave one pigeon

hole in each row uncovered to allow the cov-
ers of the others to be moved one space toward

the center to uncover their respective plﬂ‘eOIl

hole, as will be readily understood.
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Each cover B may be provided with a stiff-

ening plate C if desired, and said plate will
pwferably have a ﬂange or lip ¢ at its lower

edge as shown to support an indicator card

D for indicating the contents of the pigeon

hole, which may be further Secured in place B

by means of tacks or pins ¢’ ¢’ as indicated
in the drawings or other preferred means,
The lip ¢ and pins ¢’ ¢’ I term card retaining
devices and they will preferably be so ar-

ranged that the indicator card may | beslipped .

beneath the heads of the pins ¢’ ¢’ and into
engagement with the lip ¢ and removed there-

or slides no fastening devices are needed to
keep them in any pa,rtlcular place. They will
remain in an} pOSIth]l into which they are
moved.

It will be seen that as the
gliding covers B move in horizontal ways,

So
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I am aware that it has been proposed to

make covers for pigeon holes arranged in the

vertical series with a fastening device for each

separate cover to hold the cover or covers
above the compartment desired to be kept
This I do not claim.

on the construction just recited, and 1 avoid

the necessﬂ:y of 11ft1nﬂ' the entire weight of oo

95



10

505,595

the covers above the pigeon hole Opened and [ ion intermediate the ends of the desk where-

also avoid the necessity for fastening devices
of any character thus very ma,termll} lessen-
ing the expense and facilitating the working
of the device.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent, is—

In a desk the combination with a horizon- |

tal series of pigeon holes, of a series of hori-
zontal sliding covers, each of the size and
adapted to elose a smﬂ*le pigeon hole, provis-

by each series can be moved a distance equal
to the width of a single pigeon hole, substan-
tially as described.

Intestimony whereof I affix my swnature in
presence of two witnesses.

FRED H. CUTLER.

Witnesses:
SILAS J. DOUGLASS,
HybpEe H. CLARK.
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