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To aZZ whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HATTIE MERRILL of

| - Westphalia, in the county_of Anderson a,n(l

State of Kansas, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Clothes-Pins, of Whlch
the following is a specification.

My mventmn is in the nature of an im-
proved wire clothes pin designed to have an

' easy and full spring action adapted to pass
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- length of wire is then bent symmetrleally to
form the two loops a’ b’ which lie in the same
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over and securely hold heavy articles of cloth-
ing as well as light ones, and to easily pass

over the same in applymg it to the line and
to spring back when removed without being

permanently strained to an expanded posi-
tion, and one which w111 not tear or injure the

clothes.

Totheseends it cons1sts in the peculiarcon-
struction and arrangement of the parts of the
clothes pin made of one piece of mre as will
be hereinafter fully deseribed. |

Figure 1 is a side view of my improved

clothes pin, and Figs. 2 and 3 are similar

views of modified forme thereof.
In the drawings Flg 1, the wire clothes pin

is formed of one piece bent into a general re--

semblance to the letter W. The two ends «
b form the middle members of the device and
liein an a,pprommetelv parallel position. The

plane, and then extending upwardly, are bent

~at the upper edges into outward coils a* b*
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clothes pin.

one on each s1de, the connecting cross bar ¢
lying at right angles across the upper ends a
b. One of these ends b is bent over the other
end a, and the end a has Just below the cross
bar ¢ a short bend or curve ¢’ to form a seat
for the clothes line that holdsit firmly. Now
I am aware that wire clothes pins bent into
the general form of the letter W are not
broadly new, and 1 do not claim it broadly,
but the coils a2 b* at the upper ends and the
cross har ¢ lying across the ends have a very
1mportant function in giving value to the
The coils a? b* allow the lower

100ps of the device to have an easy initial
opening movement in first adjusting the pin

to the line, as shown by dotted lines in Kig. |
1, the coils a?b?furnishing the spring or elas-
1}1(3113} for this initial movement and render- |
ing the act of forcing the pin over the clothes

snbireirHHE

on the_hneeasy and without any teering or

damaging strain on the clothes. Then when
the pin is fixed in position on the line the ex-

treme ends separate, and the ends a b expand
or separate and hold the clothes with the elas-
ticity that is inherent in the ends and lower
loops as shown by dotted lines in Fig. 2. In

this way the clothes pin has an easy pltchlnﬂ‘
strain along the entire length of its middle

members,rendering it easyand safe toquickly
The cross piece ¢

apply or remove the pin.
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lying across the ends prevents the clothesline

from rising toaposition above theends, where
it would be likely to become seriously entan-

gled, with consequent injury to the clothes.

I may make the clothes pin either with the
notch ¢’ as in Fig. 1, or without it as in Fig.

2. In the latter case the ends a3 b® lie ﬂa,t |

against each other. I may also bend the ends
at, b4, into eyes that embrace the cross bar cas

In constructing my clothes me may make

it of either round wire or of material that mnay

be flat or any other shape in eross section.

_ShOWII in Fig. 3, which makes a very strong
pin in which the parts cannot be strained out
| of position.
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Having thus described myinvention, what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent, is—

1. The clothes pin composed of a,smcrle piece

of wire bent into the W shape with the two

ends in the middle fo form the loops &’ b’

and with the outer and upper portlons of said

loops bent outwardly to form spring coils a?

b% and then extended continuously across the
ends at right angles to prevent the rising of
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the clothes line between the same over said

ends substantially as shown and described.

2. Theclothes pin composed of a single piece

of wire bent into W shape, with its two ends

a b in the mlddle and one of them bent to
form seat c’, end having the outer member of
its two loeps o’ b’ bent outwardly at the top
to form spring coils a® % and then extended

J0
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across the ends ¢ b in the form of cross bar :

C substentlelly as shown and descrlbed

- HATTIE ME RRILL
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