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To all whom it may COncern:
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Be it known that I, DAVID ESSEX, a citizen

 of the United Statee, residing at New York,

in the county of New York and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvemente in Corset-Clasps; and I do here-

by declare the followmg to be a full, clear, and
exact deseription of the invention, sueh as will

enable others skilled in the art to Wthh it ap-
pertains to make and use the same,reference

being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to 1ettere of reference marked thereon, which

form a part of this specification.

My present invention relates to 1mpr0ve-
ments in corset clasps-and has for its object
to provide a clasp of this class which will not

“become accidentally disengaged, and one in
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which the stud and the eye of the clasp are

brought into holding engagement in the usual

manner, but are dlsenn'eﬂ'ed by the manipu-

- lation of a pivoted holdm o plate, which when

raised by the wearer of the corset permits the

~ withdrawal of the post from an epenlnn' or
~eye in the clasp.

‘'The invention therefore eons1sts of the 1m-
proved form of corset clasp herein shown and

‘claimed, as a new articleof manufacture,and

further, in combining with the eye-plate a flat
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spring, ‘which by its tension prevents the post
or stud when engaged in the eye-plate from

" becoming disengaged therefrom, unless the
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pivoted holdmg plate is raised.
The invention is clearly illustrated in the

accompanying sheet of drawings, in which |

similar letters of reference are employed to

indicate correepondmﬂ' perts in each of the

‘several views. -_
- In said drawings, qure 1 is a front view

. of the ordinary corset steele provided with

4o several of my 1mproved form of corset clasps.
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Fig. 2 is a plan view of part of a corset steel,
provlded with my improved form of eye- plete

and the pivoted holding plate in its closed po-

sition. Fig. 3 is a erose-seetmn of the corset

steel and an edge VJ.eW of said eye-plate and
‘the holding plate in its closed position, and

Fig.4is a similar view of said parts, but said
holdmg plate being presented in its opened
or raised position. TFig. 9 1S & longfgudmal
section of said parts, illustrated in Fig. 2, and
a sectional view of the corset-steel prowded

B ”Wlth the post or etud the post or stud bemb

‘pivoted holding plate.

in any other well-known manner.

inserted into one eye on said eye-plate, and
about to be forced into holding engagement

with the spring-actuated and pwoted holding

plate, and Fig. 6 isasimilar view of said pmts
illustrated m_Fw 5, showing the relation of

‘the several parts, when the post, or stud is in

its holding or locked engagement with said
Fig. 7 is a similar
view of said parts, illustrating the said piv-
oted holding plateinits raised position,clearly
illustrating the manner of withdrawing the
post or stud from its holding or locked en-
gagement with said spring-actuated and piv-
oted holding plate when the wearer desires to

remove the corset from the body. Fig. 8is a
detail view of the eye-plate, with the pivoted
holding plate removed, and  illustrating fur-
‘thermore, an eye-plate of a slightly modified

form of construction, and Fig. 9 is a plan view

of an eye-plate of still another form of con-
struction.

In said drawings, b and b’ are the corset;
steels, and o is my improved form of eye-plate

suitably attached to the corset steel b by
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means of pins or rivets ¢, or secured theleto |

Said oye-
plate a is preferably made of alower plate a’
provided with the eye a? for the reception of
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the ordinary form of post or stud d on the

corset steel b’ and communicating with said

eye a®by means of a slotor cut-away portion.

a® is a second eye or opening a* as will be

evident more espemally from Fle_ 3, 6, ef seq.

Said plate a’, is secured to the under s1de of

the steel b; and secured to the upper side of

rivets ¢ is an upper plate a’ formed with two

_Sprmn'-hke arms af and ¢” having at their free

ends lips or projections af Whmh extend to-

| ward each other, as represented in Figs, 8 and
9, the purpose of which will be described here-

inafter. Formed integral with said upper
plate a5, or secured thereto in-any well-known

manner, is a spring-plate ¢”, and on said lower
plate ¢’ is a suitably emanﬂ*ed post or pro-

jection af,

said steel b by means of the same pins or
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The pivoted plate e, herein above men-

tioned is made chamber-like,owingto a raised

portion ¢’ formed in said plate, and in the

sides of said 1e1sed portion ¢’ are formed
holes e* into which the lips or projections gf
on said spring arms o’ and o are Sprung to
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 pivotally connect said hin ged orpivoted plate |

io

20

25

e to the eye-plate and especially to said arms
a® and @' of the corset elasp. Said plate e is
formed at the front with slight projections €°
for raising the plate and a,t the back of said

plate e, 1ts raised portion ¢’ is formed with an.

inclined surface ¢! and a projecting’ lip €,
which lip, when said plate e is 1&156(‘1 rides
on the surface of the lower eye-plate a’, there-
by-f_orcing sald upper plate a’ and the lower
plate a” apart, until said lip e° on the pivoted
plate e comes in contact with said stop-post
or projection ', thereby retaining the parts
of the clasp 1In theu open 1elat1011 to one an-
other, as 1llustrated in Figs. 4 and 7, until
said hmged or ptvoted plate e 18 again forced
down to its normal holding pOSlthIl

When the corset is to be placed upon and
secured to the body of the wearer, the head
d’ of the post or stud d on the corset steel b’
is passed through the eye a° of thelower plate
¢ and passed alonn‘ the slot or opening a5,
causing the under surface of the head d’ of said
stud d to rest upon said lip ¢° on the hinge-
plate eand upon the end of said spuno*—pla,te
¢, which prevents the disengagement or the
displacement of thestud from the eye-plate of
the clasp, as will be clearly seen from Fig. 6.

- In order to cause the disengagement of said
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parts, the hinged plate ¢ is raised by a slight
pressure and caused to assume the position
shown in said Figs. 4 and 7, when the head
d’ of the post d can be disengaged from its

‘holding contact with the end of the spring-

plate ¢ by sliding said head down the in-
clined surface e* and finally passing it out of
the opening or eye a* in lower plate a’, as

- will be understood. In this mannerthe press-
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ure is removed from beneath the head d’ of
the stud d while at the same time the open-
ing of said plate e actually forces the post

~ and its head through the eye or opening ¢’ in
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said lower plate a’. If desirable, I may dis-
pense with the use of said spring-plate ¢’, in

which case the upper plate a? may be made'
ficient.

as illustrated in Fig. 8, there being su
pressure upon the corset steelsand the parts

. .of the clasp, when the corset 18 upon the body

of the wearer, to retain the head of the post
or stud d’ against the lip €’ of said hinged
plate e to prevent any accidental disengage-

“ment of the post or stud from the eye-plate

of the corset clasp. In some cases, I may

- make said upper plate a° of two pleees, each
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of which are provided with said spring-like
arms af and o’ having the lips or projections
a8, and which are mrdnn*ed on and secured
to the corset steel b in the manner llustrated

in Fig. 9.
The advantage of my improved clasp over

the ordinary eye-plate and stud is, that while

the parts are placed in their holding engage-
ment in the usual and well-known manner,
any ordinary or casual pressure upon the
steels or any portion of them will not cause
the accidental disengagement of the post or
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oted or hinged plate ¢ is raised the parts of
the clasp are immediately separated.

'T'he parts of the clasp are preferably struck
up from sheet metal and they may be of any
suitable configuration in outline. Said lower
plate ¢’ and the upper plate a°, as shown in
the drawings, are secured to the opposite sides
of the corset steel b, but they may be secured
to one side if desired, or they can be formed
1integral with each other, as will be evident.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

1. A corset OL-:LSp compusmﬂ'therem an eye-
plate, and a pivoted plate hinged to said eye-
plate, in combination with & stud or post, a lip
on said hinged plate adapted to normally pro-
ject beneath the head of said stud or post,

| whereby said hinged plate is in holding en-

gagement with said stud or post when in its
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normal position, but when raised, causing the

disengagement of said post from the eye-pla,te,
substantmlly as and for the purposes set
forth.

2. A corsetelasp compmsmﬂ' thereinan ey &

plate, a pivoted plate hinged to said eye-

plate and a spring plate connected with said
eye-plate, in combination with ‘a stud or post,

| a lip on said hinged plate adapted to nor-

mally project beneath the head of said stud
or post, whereby said hinged plate is in hold-
ing engagement with said stud or post when
in 1ts normal position, but when raised, caus-

ing the disengagement of said post from sald

eye-plate, substantmliy as and for the pur-
poses set forth.

3. A corset clasp comprising therein an gye-

plate having eommumcatmn‘ eyes a® and a?,

arms o’ and a’ and a pivot plate hinged to

said arms, in combination with a stud or post,

a lip on said hinged plate adapted to nor-
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mally project beneath the head of said stud

or post, whereby said hinged plate is in hold-
ing engagement with said stud or post when
in 11:3 normal position, but when raised, caus-
ing the disengagement of said stud or post
from said eye- pla.te substantially as and for
the purposes set forth.

4. A corset clasp, comprising therein, an eye-
plate having communicating eyes a? and at, a

spring plate o, arms a® and of and ajpwot'

plate hinged to said arms, in combination
with a stud or post, said hlnﬂ'ed plate being
in holding engagement with said stud or post
when in its nor ma,l position, but when raised,
causing the dlsenﬂagement of sald stud or
post from said eye-plate, substantmlly as and
for the purposes set forth.

d. A corset clasp comprising therein an eye-
plate, having a stop or post a' thereon, and
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a pivot- pla,te e hinged thereto said plate hav-

ing a raised pmtlon e’, an mclmed surface et

and 2 projection orhp ¢’,in combination with
a stud or post d, substa,ntla,lly as and f01 the
purposes set fmth

6. A cox set clasp comprising therein a lower
plate a’, having communicating eyes o and

stud from the eye-plate and when the piv- | at, and a post or stop a', an upper plate a8
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ha,'ving_-a'rms a® and-a’, and a pivotl plate e sand plate having a raised portlon ¢’, an in-
hinged to said arms,said platehavinga raised | clined surface ¢* and a projection or 11p e’, in
portion ¢, an inclined surface ¢‘, and a pro- | combination with a stud or post d, substan-

jection or lip €% in combination with a stud | tially as and for the purposes set forth. 15
5 or post d, substantmlly as and for the pur- In testimony that I claim the invention set
- poses set forth. forth above I have hereunto set my hand
7. A corsetclasp compmsmg theremalower this 26th day of Aprll 1893, |
~ plate o’ having communicating eyes a® and | _ DAVID ESSEX
o, and a post or stop a'¥, an upper plate o’ ‘Witnesses:
10 havmg arms a® and a’, and a spring-plate a’, { Wu., H. CAMFIELD, Jr.,

& pivot plate e hinged to said arms ¢’ and a,"" 1 FREDK: C. FRAENTZEL.
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