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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, CHARLES H. SMITH, of

New Haven,in the county of New Haven and

State of Connecti_eut, have invented a new Im-
provement in Bridle-Bits; and I do hereby de-

- clare the following, when taken in connection

~ elear, and exact description of the same, and
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with accompanying drawings and the letters.

of reference marked thereon, to be a full,

which said drawings constitute part of this
specification, and represent, in—

Figure 1, a rear elevation of a bridle- bit

constructed in accordance with my invention;

Fig. 2, a top plan view; Kig. 3, a detail per-

speetwe view of one _end_of the mouth-bar,

‘the ear being open, or in position to receive

a cheek-mece, Fig. 4, a partial plan view of
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one end of one of the cheek-pieces; Fig. 5, a
plan of one end of the mouth-bar and a cheek-
piece In engagement therewith, said cheek-
piece being in section; and Fw 6, a broken

end view showing the parts engaged, the ear

on the end of the mouth-bar being in section.
My invention relates to bridle-bits, and has
for its object to provide a novel, simple and

economical bit, wherein the mouth-bar, or

that portion which enters the mouth of the

horse, is constructed at its ends with ears
‘adapted to be bent or closed around the cheek-

pieces, and having , projecting from their en-

gaging faces, tonwues fo engage correspond-

1Ing grooves fm:med in said cheek-pleces

To this end said invention consists in the
novel construction and combination of parts
hereinafter described and claimed, reference
being had to the accompanying drawmgs

In the said drawings the reference letter A,
designates the mouth bar of my improved b1t

whlch otherwise than as herein described, is

of usual construction. Ateachendthe mouth-
bar A is cast or formed with ears C, which
are adapted to be bent or closed around the
cheek-pieces B.

The reference letters « indicate short
tongues pro,]ectmn* from the inner faces of
the ears C at the bases thereof, and cast or

formed integral therewith and substantmlly_

midway the width thereof. Sald ears are in-
1‘[121,115r cast or formed open, as showu in Fig.

(No model.)
3 of. the drawmgs in order that the cheek-
pieces B may have ready entrance. Af one

side the cheek-pieces B, are provided with

grooves b, which, when the ears C, are closed

or bent about the cheek-pieces, receive or are
engaged by the tongues a, thus forming a se-
cure connectwn between tne mouth- ba.r and

the cheek-pieces in such manner that lateral
movement and rattling of said cheek-pieces
are effectually prevented, and which permits
the cheek-pieces to be readily turned axially.
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I prefer, as best shown in Figs. 3 and 5 of the

drawings,to transverselyrecessthe mouth-bar

seats a’ for the beveled free ends of said ears
when closed or bent about the cheek-pieces,

tends to lend fo the security of the connection.
1t will be observed that the tonwues a are
higher adjacent to the seats o’ tha,n at any

other point, and that they taper gradually

toward their inner ends and merge into the
inner faces of the ears at a pomt about half
way around thesame. Thisconstruction per-
mits the ears, which are cast open as has been

‘mentioned, to be readily bent around the

cheek-pieces. It also reduces the friction be-
tween the cheek-pieces and mouth-bar, and
prevents the said parts from binding in use.

I am aware that it is not new in the con-

struction of bridle-bits to provide the mouth-

bar and cheek-pieces with complementary

tongues and grooves to hold them in right ad-
Justment and 1 do not claim such a constmc-
tion broadly, but -

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new,and desire to secure by Lettels
Patent 18— |

The herem described bridle- blt conmstlnn‘
of a mouth-bar A, provided at each of its ends
with an mltla,lly open ear C, having a trans-
verse recess a’ at its base and a tonn*ue a,
extending inward from the said recess about
halfway around the inner face of the ear,and
gradually tapering in depth from its outer to
its inner end, and two cheek-pieces B, B,
adapted to be mserted within the ears of the

mouth - bar, which are then closed around

them, and each ‘constructed with a groove b

| near its ends, adjacent to the ears C, to form.

-which construction affords a neat finish and
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to receive the fongues a of the ears, substan- | specification in the presence of two subsecrib-
tially as described, and whereby the tongues | ing witnesses. |

and grooves prevent the cheek-piecesfrom lat-

eral playin the said ears, which the form and - C.IIAR_LES t. SMITH.
5 location of the tongues permit to be readily Witnesses: | -
closed upon the cheek-pieces. * FrRED C. EARLE,

In festimony whereof I have signed this | LiLriaN D. KELSEY.
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