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To all whom 1¢ may concermn:

Be it known that I, JAME$ A. HOPKINS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Mil-
ton, in the county of Sussex and State of Dela-
ware, have invented a new and useful T'russ,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to trusses; and it has
foritsobject toprovide certain improvements
in trusses which shall render the same more
efficient, and more easily adapted toright and
left hernia.

To this end the main and primary object ot
the present invention is to provide an im-
proved truss, which, while easy and comiort-
able to the wearer, at the same time 1s capa-
ble of ready reversal so as to be adjusted to
right and left hernia.

With these and many other objects in view
which will readily appear as the nature of the
invention is better understood, the same con-
sists in the novel construction, combination
and arrangement of parts hereinafter more
fully deseribed, illustrated and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings:—Figure 1
is a perspective view of the truss constructed
in accordance with this invention as adapted
for richt hand hernia. Fig.2isa similar view
of the truss adapted forleft hand hernia. Fig.
3 is an enlarged detail in perspective of the
pad separated from the body band.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
A represents a reversible spring metal body
band having at one end thereof the threaded
perforations B, to receive the aftaching set

screws C, also adapted towork into the thread- |

ed perforations D, near the upper edge of the
fiat janus-faced pad E. The flat janus-faced
pad E,is provided with opposite duplicate flat
faces F, which are designed to contact with
the portion of the body at which the hernia
is located, so as to retain such hernia in nNOSi-
tion without the use of the rounded or pear-
shaped pads ordinarily employed, and which

tend to dilate the rupture and retard cure or |

relief. The said flat reversible pad K, 1s con-
structed in an approximately triangular shape
having the sharply inclined or angle edge or
side &, which, when the pad is attached to the
body band, is disposed at the same angle as
the groin, so as to register with the body at

il

that point and avoid any disecomfort to the
wearer. Although of approximately triangu-
lar shape, so as to secure a perfect fit of the
pad to the body at the groin, the same 1S ex-
tended into a rounded lobe H, which points
well downward over the lower extremity of the
pubic bone, while directly above such lobe,
the pad is provided with a curved outer edge
I, which follows the ecurvatare of and fitsclose
around the pubic bone, so as to cover every
possible avenue of escape for the hernia.
Adjacent to the threaded perforations D,
near the upper edge of the pad K, 1is arranged
the stud opening J, adapted to removably re-
ceive the threaded attaching stud K,adapted
to be inserted in said opening from either side
of the pad according to whether the same
is used for right or left hernia. 'T'he stud is

adapted to removably receive the eyes oropen-

ings of the attaching strap L, one end of which
is fixedly attached tothe free end of the spring
body band A. |

ThepadE,isprovided with ventilatingopen-
ings or perforations M, arranged throughout
every portion thereof so as to make the truss
cool and pleasant to wear, while in order to
inerease the comfort of wearing the pad the
same is provided with
suming the pad to be attached to the body
band as shown in Fig.1 for right hand hernia,
in order to adapt thesame forleft hand hernia,
it is only necessary to remove the screws C,
reverse the pad and the body band, and in-
sert the serews into the perforations D from
the opposite sidesof the pad,ascan beclearly
seen in Fig. 2. The attaching stud 1s also re-
versed to the opposite side of the pad. 1t will
he observed that the specificshape of the pad
fits either side of the body,so that the same
is well adapted for right and left hand hernia
as may be required.

From the foregoing it is thought that the
construction, operation and many advantages
of the herein-described truss will be apparent
without further description.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

In a truss, the combination with a reversi-
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perforations at one end,a flat janus-faced tri-

~angular pad having threaded perforations

I0

near its upper edge, a sharply inclined side
edge, a rounded lobe H, at one extremity, a

curved outer edge I, above the rounded lobe,
-and ventilating openings or perforations ar--
‘ranged throughout every portion thereof, and

set serews adapted to pass through the thread-

ed perforations at one end of the body band |

and to engage the threaded perforations near
the upper edge of the pad from either side

e——, Y - -

thereof, to attach the body band to either face
of the pad, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 5
the presence of witnesses. = -

JAMES A. HOPKINS.

Witnesses:
-~ R. R. ConwEgLL,
WILLIAM G. FEARING,
LEwis B. CHANDLER.,
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