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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, JAMES G. HOYT, a citi-
zen of theUnited States, residing at Haywards,
in the county of Alameda and State of Cali-
fornia, have invented certain new and useful

‘Improvements in Harness-Buckles; and I do

hereby declare the following tobeafull, clear,

and exactdescription of saidinvention,such as |

will enable others skilled in the art to which
it most nearly appertains to make, use, and
practice the same.

The invention consists of the novel combi-
nation of parts including their construction,
substantially as hereinafter described . and
claimed.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a tug and
its connection with the hame tug. Iig.21s a
longitudinal section of Fig. 1, showing the
cripping action of the buckle. Fig.31sa per-
spective view of the upper frame, or casting;
and Fig. 4 shows the lower frame, or casting.

Tet A represent that part of the harness
which is connected at one end with the hame,
and to the rear end of which the forward end
of the tug is attached; and B the tug. |

To the rear end of the piece or strap A of

the harness I secure a frame or link, shown

at Fig. 4. This frame or link is rectangular
in form, and its sides b. b. are slightly curved
by preference, but they might Dbe made
straight. The lower end bar ¢, of the frame
or link is preferably made round or cylindri-
cal, because it is embraced in the bight of
strap A, and can adjust itself more readily
when cylindrical than when in any other form.
The upper end bar d, can be made of any de-
sired form. Abareextends across theframe

or link so as to connect the two sides at a suf- |

ficient distance from the lower end bar ¢, 10
admit the thickness of leather of strap A be-
tween it and the end bar. This cross bar is
made wide so that its upper edge will stand
above the sides of theframe,as shown at Fig.
4, and it may be serrated or formed with
broad teeth 7. . Theupper irame Or casting
has aright angled tongue consisting of a plate,
the vertical or upturned portion of which A,
stands about centrally of the opening of said
frame, and its horizontal portion g, is flanked
upon each side by a slot or recess A, running
parallel with said horizontal portion, The up-

| per frame or casting has also, parallel sides
j, a cross-bar k, and an upturned lever-end /,

either produced open, or formed solid. Un-

55

der the outer end of plate g is a stud or pin

| m, and to each of the side bars j. 7, is cast a

loop p, which serve in a tug buckle as fasten-
ing loops for the saddleand belly strap of the
harness. When the buckle is not used as a
tug buckle these loops may be dispensed with.
It will be noticed that the opening in the
plate extends back, on each side of the sta-
tionary up-turned tongue 2 beyond the base
of the up-turned portion, into recesses A'.
When the lower casting, shown at Fig. 4, has
been secured to the end of strap A, as above
deseribed, its upper end-bar ¢ 1s passed up
through the opening in the upper casting (Fig.
3) in front of the stationary tongue /£, and
thrown back over the tongue, so that its side
bars b. b. enter the recesses 2’ on each side of
thotongue. Theendof thetugisthen passed
underneath the upper casting and between it
and the cross-bar e of the lowercasting., The
forward end of the upper casting is then raised
by pressing down with the thumb upon the
uap-turned lever-end /, so as to keep the pin or
stud m raised above the face of the tug until
the stud or pin m will drop into the proper
hole in the tug. The pressure is then re-
moved from the lever [ and the pin allowed
to drop into the hole in the tug. Theslight-
ost strain upon the tug will then draw the
parts together into the position shown at Figs.
1 and 2. It will be readily seen that the tug
will then be confined in a straight line, with-
out bend or flexible strain, and that 1t will be
held by a triple grip, that is to say: the pin
or stud m seated in the hole in the tug pro-
vides one grip; the upward pressure of the
cross-bar ¢ of the lower casting against the
under side of the tug directly under the pin
forms a second grip; and the downward press-
ure of the upper end bard of thelowerframe
or casting forms a third grip, thus binding
and holding the tug firmly in a straight line.
To change the position of the tug the same
operation is repeated. .

For a simple strap buckle the cross-bar e of
the lower frame may be dispensed with.

Having thus described my invention, what
T claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 1§-=
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A harness buckle, consisting of a lower | frame and having its free end standing about
frame or bail, having, near one end, an inter- centrally of the opening of said upper frame,
mediate cross-bar, projecting beyond the | and having recesses extending parallel with r3z
plane of the frame or bail, to engage the strap | the horizontal portion of said angular projec-

5 passing through said frame or bail, and an | tion, for the reception of the side-bars of said
upper frame carrying, near its outer or rear | bail when brought behind the vertical por-

end,upon the under side,a pin orstud adapt- | tion of said projection, substantially as set
ed to engage a hole in the strap opposite the | forth.

aforesaid eross-bar, said upper frame also hav- | JAMES G. HOYT.
ro ing an-upturned loop at its forward end, and Witnesses:
the upwardly turned angular projection | AUGUSTUS KEMPKEY,

formed from the plate-portion of said upper | JAMES C, ADAMS,
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