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To atl whom tt may concer:

Be 1t known that I, JoHEN T. CLARK, of New
York city, in the county and State of New
York,haveinvented anewand Improved Mail-
ing-Knvelope, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description.

My invention relates to an improvéement in
envempies, especially 1o that class designed
for use in transporting through the mail seed
catalogues, samples of merchandise,and other
articles. |

The object of the invention is to construct
the envelope from a single piece of material,
and to so shape the material atifs mouth that
a secure locking engagement may be effected
at that pointin aconvenient and expeditious
manner.

A further feature of the invention is that
by reason of the said locking engagement at
the mouth, the mouth of the envelope will be
closed so completely as to preclude the pos-
sibility of articles escaping when inclosed by
the envelope, and yet will provide for the
ready opening of the closed envelcpe at its
mouth whenever 1t is desirable to do so.

The 1nvention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth and
pointed out in the claims.

Referenceis to be had to the accompanying
drawings forming a part of this specification,
in winich similar figures and letters of refer-
ence indicate corresponding parts in all the
Views.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the en-
velope, the mouth thereof being closed. Fig.
2 1s a plan view of the blank from which the
envelope is constructed. ¥ig., 3 illustrates
the appearance of the envelope afterthe first
manipulation of the blank., Fig. 4 1s a per-
spective view illustrating the sides of the en-
velope diseonnected, the formation of the in-
ner pocket and the partial formation of the
outer pocket. Fig. disaside elevation of the
envelope with the side piecesfolded one upon
the other and the side and bottom flaps in
position,the outer pocket beingshown in rear
elevation and as partially formed. Iig.61sa
central vertical section through the envelope
shown in Fig. 5. Fig.7 is a perspective view
of the envelope, the sides opened up and

| of the pockets.

Fig. 8 is a central vertical
section through the completed envelope, the

pockets being out of locking engagement. 55

Fig. 9 is a side elevation of a slightly modi-
ied form, in which both pockets are exie-
riorly located. Tig. 10 is a central vertical
section taken through the envelope shown in
Fig. 9; and Fig. 11 is a central vertical sec-
tion through the envelope when shaped as
shown in Fig. 3, the said view illustrating
the adaptability of that form of envelope for

the transportation and inclosure of articles.

The prime feature of thisinvention may be
said to consist in forming pockets at opposiie
sides of the mouth of the envelope, and pro-
ducing a means whereby one pocket may be
carried into locking engagement with the
other. Both pockets may be located exte-
riorly upon the body of the envelope, or one
of them may be interiorly placed. In the
drawings envelopes have been illustrated
showing both of the above-named applications
of the pockets, and that form of envelope in
which one pocket is within the mouth will be
irst described in detail. Both forms of the
envelope are made from the same shaped

| blank, the difference existing only in the

manner of folding the material at the mouth.

The blank A is shown in detail in Fig. 2,
and may be made from any material. Paper,
however, is nsually employed. In outlinethe
blank closely approaches a rectangular fig-
ure; one side, however, is projected outward

| from the true bottom line to a point usually

located between the center and top of the
blank, forming thereby a flap 10. A shorter

| and similar bottom flap 11, is formed in like

manner at the bottom edge of the blank, ex-
tending from thesideflap to a pointator near
the center of the said bottom edge. The for-
mation of the blank is completed by produc-
ing a longitudinal slot 12 in the top at 1ts
central portion, the inner end of the cut be-
ing practically in transverse alignment with
the upper edge of the side flap 10. Ordina-
rily the ends of both side and bottom flaps are
somewhat beveled.

The first step in the formation of the en-
velope is accomplished by folding the blank
longitudinally upon itself from top to bottom
at the cut 12. This operation wiil bring the

illustrating the complete formation of both i frue side edges of the body of the blank one
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over the other, and the body of the envelope
18 completely formed when the side and bot-
tom flaps 10 and 11,arecarried overthe edges
of the folded section of the blank and gummed
5 or otherwise secured to the outer face of that
section, as illustrated in Fig. 3. As a result
of the above operation the bodyof the envel-
ope 1s produced, designated as B, open at its

top,and two upper flaps 13and 14, are formed, !

1o one at each side of the mouth, they being con-
tinuations of the sides of the body. An en-
velope of this form may be advantageously
used in connection with pamphlets, books,
catalogues, circulars, cards, tablets and kin-

15 dred articles, as shown in Fig. 11, the article
or articles being held in place within the
body of the envelope, and the mouth of the
ervelope closed by folding the flaps 13 and 14
downwardly and inwardly among or upon the

20 articles, as is likewise clearly shown in the |

said Hig. 11. |

When the envelope is to be made with in-
terlocking pockets, the body flaps 10 and 11
are not cemented to the sides until one or

25 both pockets have been formed. The inner
pocket D, is produced by folding the upper
flap 15 downward upon the inner face of the
side of the envelope to which it belongs, as
shown in I'igs. 4 and 6. The flap is then bent
3o upward at its lower corner upon oppositely-
disposed diagonal lines, forming two sub-flaps
15 and 16, the upper edges of which will be
parallel, or practically so, with the upper
edge of the body B. 'The sub-flaps 15 and 16
35 are carried one over the other, and are con-
nected by paste, cement, or any suitable form
of fastening device or devices. When the
pocket is constructed as above set forth it is
essentially of a triangular shape, the mouth
40 d being at its top, which is its widest portion.

It is desirable that the pocket throughout
its length and width should be secured to a
side of the body of which it is a member, and
this attachment is effected through the me-

45 dium of a cement of any character. The con-
struction of this side of the envelope is com-
pleted by securing to the outer wall of the
pocket a tab 17, of a pliable metal, and said
tab is of a length enabling it to extend above.

5o the pocket or down into the same.

The second pocket K, is formed from the
upper flap 14 while in an upright position.
In the construction of this pocket the upper
corners are carried outward and downward

55 upon the body of the flap on oppositely-dis-
posed, diagonal lines, producing, as in the
formation of the pocket D two over-lapping
sub-flaps 13 and 19, the sub-flaps being se-
curely connected. The pocket E is now of

6o the same shape as the pocket D, but the
mouth e of the pocket E, is located at its

lower end, which is the widest portion of the
pocket, but at the upper edge of the side of
the envelope of which it is a membeor, as illus-

65 trated in Fig. 7. |
As the pocket E, is adapted to enter the
pocket D, the former is made slightly nar- l

ikl

rower than the latter, and is reinforced or
stiffened at its bottom or contracted portion,
the reinforcement being preferably accom-

| plished by folding the contracted end of the

pocket outward and downward until its point
practically touches the outer edge of the
mouth ¢, and this reinforcing section 20, 1s
cemented to the outer face of the pocket, as
shown in Figs. 7 and 8.

In the operation of closing the envelope af-
ter the body has been filled to the extent de-
sired, the pocket L, is carried downward and
inward in such a manner as to enter it into
the inner pocket D, as shown in dotted lines
in Fig. 8, and after one pocket has been made
to fully enter the other, the tab 17, is bent
over the edge of the uppermost pocket adja-
cent to it and downward into the pocket to a
firm engagement with the wall thereof. Dy

this means a firm, secure and positive lock is

obtained at the top of the envelope and one
pocket is held in the other, completely clos-
ing the mouth of the envelope until the fas-
tening device is removed and one pocket is
taken from the other to purposely disclose
the contents of the envelope. |

In Figs. 9 and 10 a slight modification of
the above-described ¢nvelope is illustrated.
The only difference existing between the two
forms consists in the fact that the pocket D,
instead of being formed inside of the envel-
ope 18 tormed upon its outer side and secured
thereto. The formation of the pocket D in
the modification is identical with the forma-
tion of the correspending pocket referred to
in the body of the specification, the difference
in position being created by carrying the flap
13 from which the pocket is made downward
and outward instead of downward and inward.

In the modified form of the device the
mouth of the envelope is not in the least ob-
structed, while in the form of the envelope
described 1n the body of thespecification the
pocket being located within the body is con-
cealed, and both side faces of the envelope
are left smooth.

I desire it to be distinctly understood that
the mouth of the envelope and its pockets
may be located atonesideof the body instead
of at one end, and that the pocket may be
given other shapes than a triangular one. A
coating, or two different pieces of material
pasted together such as paper and tin, mak-
ing one piece of material, can also be used in
construction.

Havingthusdescribed myinvention,I claim
asnew and desire tosecure by Letters Patent—

1. Anenvelope blank consisting in the rect-
angular sheet A having a vertical slit 12 in
the middle of its upper edge in line with the
fold and forming two extensions or flaps
adapted to fold and form pockets, a flap ex-
tension 10 along one side edge of the sheet
from a point about in line with the lower end

| of the slit and adapted to be folded to close

the side of the bag opposite the side formed
by folding the blank and a bottom-closing
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flap extension 11 along the lower edge of the | said pocket intothe upwardly opening pocket,
sheet from a point about in line with slit 12 | substantially as set forth. _
6. A mailing envelope, comprising a body

to the side edge of the sheet which has the
extension 12, substantially as set forth.

2. An envelope formed at one edge of 1ts
mouth with an upwardly opening pceket and
along the opposite edge of its mouth with a
downwardly opening pocket to fold over the
mouth of the envelope and into the said up-

wardly opening pocket, substantially as set |

forth.
8. An envelope formed at the edges of 1ts

mouth with flaps 13, 14 respectively, each flap

being folded at the corners as shown at 19,
16, and 18, 19 respectively forming pockets D
T, one of the said pockets being folded upon
the body of the envelope with its mouth open-
ing upwardly and the otherhaving its mouth
opening downwardly and adapted to fold
within the other pocket, substantially as
shown and described.

4. An envelope provided along one edge of
its mouth with a stationary upwardly opening
pocket provided with a fastening tongue pro-
jecting above the outer side of its mouth, and
a downwardly opening pocketon the opposite
edge of the envelope mouth to fold within the
other pocket; whereupon the said tongue may
be bent over the free edge of the folding
pocket, substantially as set forth.

5. An envelope provided along the edges of
its mouth with two permanently formed pock-
ets, one pocket opening upwardly and the
otherdownwardly the apex of the latterpocket
being folded over and connected thereto and

portion provided with a pocket formed at one
side of its mouth, the mouth of the pocket be-
ing at its upper edge, a pligble tab or tongue
located at the mounth of the fixed pocket, the
said body portion being provided at the op-
posite side of its mouth with a downwardly
opening folding pocket tofold withinthe fixed
pocket and the tab or tongue to hold the two
pockets in interlocking engagement, closing
the mouth of the envelope, as and for the pur-

| pose set forth.

7. In a mailing envelope, the combination,
with the body portion thereof and a pocket
formed at one side at the mouth, the mouth
of the pocket facing outward or upward, and

| a pliable tab or tongue secured to the envel-

ope adjacent to the mouth of the fixed pocket,
of a folding pocket at the side of the body op-
posite that at which the fixed pocket is lo-
cated, with its opening facing downward, the
two pockets being of essentially the same
shape, and the folding pocket being reinforced
‘at what is normally its upper end, which end
is adapted to enter the fixed pocket, whereby
one pocket will be contained within the other
' and the tab may be carried over the edges of
' both pockets and into the inner pocket, as and
for the purpose specified.

JOHN T. CLARK.

Witnesses:
CARL FF. ANDERSON,

forming the stiffening seetion 20 to fold with | WILLIAM BOWERY.
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