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- To all whom it may concerw: _ -
Be it known that we, JOHN J. MCVEY and
ALFRED RIGLING, citizens of the United
States, residing at Philadelphia, in the county

¢ of Philadelphia and State of Pennsylvania,

have invented certain new. and useful Im-

provements in Book-Supports; and we do here-
by declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.
Our invention relates to a self-sustaining
book support to be applied on shelving to
prevent the books from falling over when
there are not a sufficient number of books to
completely fill the shelf, and also to separate
the volumes at different pointsin any desired
manner, and further to serve asa memoran-
dum holder and an index to, and means of
classifying the books on the shelves; and it
consists in certain novel constructions, combi-
nation and arrangements of parts as will be
hereinafter described and claimed. o
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s
2¢ a perspective view of the book support ap-
plied to a shelf. Fig. 2is a front view of a
shelf with our invention applied to the same
and with several books held in an upright po-
gition by the support, and Fig. 3 is a longl-
tudinal section through the book support.
A in the drawings represents ourimproved
book support which is preferably made of
metal and stamped out of one piece, though
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it is obvious that it might be construeted of

several pieces. The support is intended to be
applied to a shelf in the manner shown in
Figs. 1 and 2 without the use of any fasten-
ing means, and is longitudinally adjustable
to any point on the shelf by simply sliding
the same along the shelf either to the right’r
left. - | | .
As heretofore stated, the book support 18
preferably stamped out of one piece ot metal,
~ and consists of a thin flat horizontal bottom
45 or base portion B of sufficient width and
length to have a firm, square seat on the shelf,
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when placed upon the same. The base is

provided with an index holder C whiech 18 con-
structed by forming it with a downwardly ex-
tending flange ¢ at its front outer end and
turning the lower end of the flange forward
and upward a short distance to form a grooved

| lip ¢’, and the right hand end of the flange

outward and backward to form a stop ¢ by

‘which construction an_ index card can be

slipped into the left hand open end of the
holder and held in position within the same
against vertical and longitudinal movement.
An additional holding means for the card is
formed by preferably stamping the metal out
from the rear forming a loop c¢°, though it
may-be formed in any other suitable manner.
The rear edge of the base portion is construct-
ed without a flange so as to permit it to rest

‘squarely on the shelf and to slide readily on

the same. The front downwardly extending
stop flange rests against the front edge of the
shelf and tends to hold the support in posi-
tion upon the same and prevent it being
pushed too far back on the shelf.

At the right hand of the base or bottom

portion B, the book support is provided with

an endwise extending vertical support. D

which is in form of abroad flat surfaced plate

with extensions at one or both of its vertical
edges and so constructed as not only to sub-
serve the purpose of supporting the books by
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reason of its broad, flat surface, but also to

form a receptacle for memorandum cards; and
to receive on its front surface any suitable
index orlabel. This uprightsupportextends
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upward a suitable distance and may haveits
center portion removed to make it as lightas

possible.

asat d and are extended longitudinally with

and transversely of the base plate, so as to

have a bearing upon the shelf beyond the
flat surface of the upright portion and thus
serve as a staying means to said flat portion
while they form an open ended receiver or
holder for the reception of a memorandum

card, the outer rounded ends of which re-

ceiver may be suitably labeled. By con-

structing the vertical supports with rounded

vertical edges, the leaves of a book are pre-
vented from being mashed when a book is
pushed onto the support, as would likely oc-

cur if the vertical support was made with a

thin straight edge, as with the latter construc-
tion, in hurriedly placing a book on the sup-
port, the thin vertical edge is liable to be
forced in between the leaves of the book and
to seriously injure the same. -

. The front and rear ends of theup-
right support are preferably made rounding
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One of the essentlal purposes of the ex-
tension of the upright flat portion of the sup-

- port, 1s to stay said upright flat portion
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against deflection from an upright position;

and this it accomplishes by bearing upon the
shelf beyond the upright flat pmtum
is important as the material employed in the
construction of the support proper, is prefer-

ably sheet or thin plate metal which can be }

readily bent, cut and swaged into form as
required; but while it serves this important,
purposeé it also forms a receptacle for memo-
randum cards or tickets.
portion of the support can have itsstaying ex-
tension bent at right angles longitudinally
with and transverse of the base plate; and if
only the front or rear edge of the upright por-

tion was provided with an extension it would |
‘base and an upright end portion, the 'base

‘portion being termindted at its junction with

be stayed and prevented from deflecting ‘as

well as the support proper held from tlltmﬂ'
over.

| ThIS invention will be found | Vely conven-
ient and useful in libraries and in book
stores, as'it can be applied to a shelf or book

~case without any fastening means and will
serve as a most efficient means for holding

any number of books in a vertical p081t101:1,
also to keep a certain class of books distinct
or separate from other classes by inserting a
support between each class and plaemﬂ* a
suitable index as a number on each support
and inserting a record or memorandum card
in the index receptaele tupon which to make

:entues concerning that class or division of |
"books as for instance to note when a book is
withdrawn and by whom taken, the names of |

the books in said division or any other suit-

ablé memoranda. | - .
It is evident from the aforegoing descrip-

tion and accompanying drawings that the ex-
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tending rounded edges of the vertical portion
of the support by bealmn' upon the shelf will

prevent the horizontal base portion from be-

ing tilted when the weight of the books comes
upon said vertical portion, and also that the

-vertical flange of the 1ndex will prevent the

book suppmt bemw shoved too far back on
the shelf.,
What we claim as our invention is—

1. A booksupport havingahorizontal broad

base, and an upright end supporting portion

‘comprising a staying extension edge bent and
shaped to form a chamber which is open at

top and botftom, said extension edges being
constructed to bear horizontally upon a shelf
beyond the flat upright portionof the support,

‘substantially as descrlbed
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2. A book support having a horizontal broad

sald end pmtlon and the end portion formed
with vertical extensions at its front and rear

corner, - which extensions are curved and
‘shaped to form a chamber having an open
‘bottom and to have at their lower edges a
horizontal bearihg contact upon a shelf tmns-
-versely and lon rrltudumlly of said shelf, and

a -combined open ended index holder and

limitation- stop construc¢ted by forming the

front edge of the base portion with a down—-
wardly eztendmn‘ flange ¢ provided with a

“grooved lip ¢/, a stop ¢* and - a loop c?, sub-
| btantmlly as and for the purpose described.

Intestimony whereof we hereunto affix our

‘signatures in presence of two witnesses.

JOIIN J. McVEY.
ALI‘RLD RIGLING.
Witnesses: |
FLMER E. HARTRANFT
F. A. HARTRANFT.

6o

70




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

