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Application filed April 15, 1893,

Seri&l No. 470,477, (_No model,)

To all whom tt may concern:

Be it known that we, MARY EVERT GOOD-
WIN and SAMUEL HALSEY 1LEWIS, citizens of
the United States, residing at Jamaica Plain,
in the county of Suffolk and State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Clasps for Holding En-

- velopes, Paper, &e.; and we do hereby declare
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the following to be a full, clear,and exact de-
scription of the invention,such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same.

Our invention relates to improvements in
adjustable clasps for holding envelopes, writ-
ing paper,and stationary generally, and it con-
sists of certain novel features hereinatter de-
scribed and claimed. | |

Reference is had totheaccompanying draw-
ings, in which the same parts are indicated by
the saméletters throughout the several views.

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of a
packagé of envelopes held in our adjustable
clasp. Fig. 2 represents a plan view of the
clasp when stretched outf, and Kig. 3 repre-
sents a section along the line x x of Fig. 2,
and looking toward the top of the sheet.

A represents the package of envelopes.

B represents a band or ribbon of silk, vel-
vet, or other suitable material. |

Crepresents a buckle of the type commonly
used in garters, the said buckle being formed

of two portions C’ and C? pivoted together at
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¢, and having a broad eye ¢’ to engage the
band B. |

D represents a flattened tube adapted to re-
ceive the band B, which should pass freely
therethrongh. Stamped out of the ends of
this tube are a plurality of lugs d which are
turned up as shown in Figs. 2 and 8.

Mounted over the ends of the flattened tube
D, are two sliding pieces D’ having turned-

‘upendsd’ and bearing faces d*, between which
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ends d’ and faces d? the band B is nipped, or
held by friction, as shown in Fig.3. "L'he In-
ner sides of these sliding pieces are bent over
as shown at d? and these bent flaps d° are
provided with longitudinal guide slots d* in
which the lugs d engage. These two sliding
pieces B’ may be run in or out to the length
of the slot d* and hence a stiff back for the

envelopes or writing paper is obtained ad-

and the tube, especially when the band B is
| drawn upsomewhat tightly will hold the sald
slides at any desired position.

1 Since the device would look neater, espe-
cially in a desk where various sizes of envel-
opes and writing paper are laid out, if the
buckle C be over the middle of the package,

| the band B,tube D,andslides B’, are so made
that the ribbon or band may be slipped
through the flattened tube and slides, and
thus the buckls end of the clasp may be ad-
justed at any desired distance from the slide

| plate D’ adjacent thereto. The nip ocea-
sioned by bending the band between the end
piece d’ and the surface d? will be sufficient
to hold the buckle C in its relative position

againstordinary accidental pressure that may

be brought upon it by removing one of the
envelopes, ora sheetof paper, &c. Inthe use
of elastic bands for similar purposes, there is
a tendency of the elastic to bend the envel-
opes or sheets of paper, giving them a perma-
nent set, or to cause the ends of the envelopes
to bulge out, but by the herein described de-
vice a perfectly flat and neat bundle 18 ob-
tained. | |

It will be seen that the clasp may be read-
ily adjusted to packages of various sizes.

Should it be preferred, but one of the slid-

ing pieces D may be used, in which case the

| justable in length. The friction of the slide
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adjustability of the device would depend upon

the length of the slot d* in that sliding piece
| alone. o

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent of the United States, 18—

1. Anadjustableclaspfor holding packages
of envelopes, writing paper, and the like,which
congists of a band, a buckle secured to one
end of said band and adapted to engage the
other end, a flattened tube having an aper-
ture therethrough adapted to receive said
band, and a sliding piece mounted over each
end of said flattened tube for adjusting the
clasp to suit the width of the package to be
held, substantially as described.

2. Anadjustable clasp for holding packages

of envelopes,writing paper, and thelike, which
consists.of a band, a buckle secured to one
end of said band, and adapted to engage the

g0

95

100



10

2 . 501,213

other end, a flattened tube D, having an ap- | band, and lugs d projecting from the ends of
erture therethrough adapted to receive said | said tube, and sliding pieces D’ bent over as 13
band, and lugs d projecting from the ends | at d®and provided with slots d*adapted to en-
thereof, and sliding pieces D’ bent over as at | gage said lugs d, and end faces d?, and end

¢’ and provided with slots d* adapted to en- | pieces d’, substantially as and for the pur-

gage sald lugs d, substantially as and for the | poses described. |

purposes described. In testimony whereof we affixour signatures 2o
5. An adjustable clasp for holding pack- | in presence of two witnesses.

ages of envelopes,writing paper, and the like, MARY EVERT GOODWIN.

which consists of a band, a buckle secured to | SAMUEL HALSEY LEWIS.

one end of said band and adapted to engage Witnesses: ‘

the other end, a flattened tube D having an GEORGE A. O. ERNST,

aperture therethrough adapted to receive said | OT1s S. CLEMENT.
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