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To all whom ¢ may concerw: -
Be it known that I, JAMES W. PHILIPS, a
citizen of the United Sta,tes_., residing at Poca—
tello, in the county of Bingham- and State of
Idaho, have invented a new and useful Gate-

Latch, of which the following 18 a specifica-

tion.

These invention relates to D'ate latches, and
has for its object to provlde a tilting handle
which 1s operated by a push or pull to open
the gate by the same force and movement of
the hand,and so nearly simultaneously as not

to check one’s speed in passing through it;

also, to provide for a two-way swing of the
gate so that it may be convement]y opened
from either side.

Withtheseand other objectsin view, the in-
vention consists of the construction m;d ar-
rangement of the parts thereof as will be here-
inafter more fully described and claimed.

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a gate shown in operative relation to
the improved form of lateh. Fig. 2 i8 a sec-
tion on the line z—w, Fig. 1, looking in the
Fig. 3 is a detail per-

shown on a larger scale.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in the several figures of the
drawings.

Referlmn' to the drawings, the numeral 1
designates the stile of the gate, and 2 a gate

whieh is hinged to swing in bothdirections-

and provided with a stationary catch 3, pro-
jecting therefrom a sufficient and necessary
distance. The latch compmses a plate 4, of
suitable shape, which is secured to the inner
side of the stile 1, with an integrally-formed

horizontal eross-bar 5, having an opening 6

in the center thereof that extends vertically
therethrough. The said eross-bar 5 is held
supported bv three lugs 7,0ne of which 1s lo-
cated at the center and the other two on op-

posite sides of the said central one, an open-
ing or slot 8 being formed between the sald
central lug and each outer lug. At the cen-
ter of the sa,ld plate 4 the metal thereotf is pro-
;]ected outward to form a bearing 9, to which
is pivotally connected an 0peratmﬂ' lever 10,

having a handle 11 at the upper end thereof
that plogects above the plate 4, and a lower

e

| reduced end 12, which freely movesin theslot

6 of the bar 5. On the opposite sides of the
said central bearing 9 the metal of the plate
is cut away to prowde for the free vertical
movement of quad rant-shapedgravity catches
13, which are formed of wire and have their
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inner ends straddling the cross-bar 5 and

made straight,the said inner ends of the said
“catches being unattached and free to move,

while the outer terminations thereof are
loosely and pivotally mounted in openings 14
in. the opposite ends of the said cross-bar.
From their pivotal points the said gravity
catches gradually curve downwardly toward
the inner straight portions of the same and

provide for an a,utoma,tlc operation through
‘the medium of the cateh 3, which will strike

either one of the said ﬂ'ramty catches when
the gate is closing in either direction, and
after the said catch 3 has passed under the
sald gravity catches, the latter freely elevat-
ing, as will be understood, the said gravity
catches on either side will drop down and the
said catch 3 will thereby contact with either
straight portion of either gravity eatch and
thereby the gate will be held closed. Inopen-
ing the gate in either direction the lever 10
will be osclllated and the lower reduced end
thereof is suf
the upper adjacent part of either- gravity
cateh to raise the latter and thereby clear the

catch 3 on either side to permit the gate to

be swung open, as may be desired. This con-
structmn avolds the inconvenience of lifting

the gravity catches, and the operation of open-

ing the gate in elther direction is made easier
and more convenient. |
Changes in the form, prOporlmn and the
minor details of construction may be resorted
to without departing from the principle or
sacrificing any of the advantaﬂ'es of this in-

vention.

elently long as to contact with
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Having described the invention, what is |

claimed as new is—

A gate latch consisting of a plate having a
Cross- ba,r supported at a distance therefrom
with a slot through the center thereof in a
vertical dllectlon, an operating lever pivot-
ally connected to said plate and having its
lower end moving in the said slot of the cross-
bar, and an upper handle, said operatmw le-
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ver beingoscillated in eitherdirection in open- | same in order to open the gate in either di- ro
ing the gate, and a pair of quadrant-shaped | rection, substantially as described. |
ogravity catches disposed on the said cross-bar In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
on opposite sides of the said operating lever, | my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the outer ends of the said gravity catches be- | the presence of two witnesses.
ing pivotally connected to said cross-bar and | | JAMES W. PHILIPS.

the inner ends thereof arranged vertical and | Witnesses: -
adapted to be engaged by the lower end of C. E. ANNEY,
the operating lever to raise either one of the | ‘W. G. IHHOLCOMB.
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