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UNITED STATES

PaTenT OFFICE.

LAURA B. HUDDLESTON, OF WINCHESTER, INDIANA.

 CORPSE-DRESSING TABLE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Let‘bers'Pa.téI_lt} No, 503,969, dated August 29, 1893,
Application filed February 16, 1893, Serial No.462,529, (No model)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known thatI, LAURA B. HUDDLESTON
a citizen of the Unlted States, residing at Wln- |

chester, in the county of Randolph and State
5 of Indmna have invented certain new and use-

ful Improvements_m Corpse-Dressing Table-
Tops; and I do declare the fOllowing to be
a full, clear, and exact deseription of the in-
vention, such.as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, and 1:0 the letters and fig-
ures of reference marked thereon, which form
a, part of this specification. |

The object of my invention is to provide a
~device upon which to rest the bodies of de-
ceased persons to facilitate their embalming,
dressing orrobing. laccomplish myobject by
the means hereinafter described and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1, is a perspective
view of my device. Fig. 2,1s aside elevation
thereof, partly in section. Kig. 3,1s a bottom
view theleof and Hig.4,isa peispeetwe view
of the devwe folded.

Like characters of reference lndleate the
same parts throughout the several views.

The table top, in two parts A and A’,is sup-
ported by the legs B and B’ hinged to the un-
der side of the frame of the top at 5. The

legs are held normally in position to support

the top when in use by the spring braces 6 ¢’
-~ attached to the frame at one end and having
an eye at the free end to engage with a de-
tent 7 upon the lower side of the cross-brace
S to which the legs are attached, Fig. 2.

In the center of the part A of the table tOp

I provide the removable board C having the

ratchet 9 at one end to engage with the sup-
port 10 pivoted in the sides of the opening in

part A as shown at 11, Figs. 1 and 3. The

opposite inner end of the board when in-use,
bears against the end of the frame in the ta
ble top, part A, at 12, restingin the recess 12.

In operation, the table bemﬂ* unfolded and
1in its normal position for use “the board Cis
elevated at its outer end the desired distance
by the engagement of the support 10 with the

‘ratchet 9 thus giving a body resting upon the

- board a desired inclination and affording an
opportunity for the operator to readily work
on either side of the body dressing over the
board. When the body has undergone the
proper manipulation and dressing the board

F
. [

| may be slipped from between the body and

the covering leaving the body resting upon

‘the table, uhe inner end of the boa.rd being

prevented from falling beneath the table by_
the spring 6. Opemnﬂ'b 13 are supphed at
each corner of the table top to receive cords

| or standards with which to assistin handling

the body. It is plain that by releasing the
spring braces 6, the table legs may be folded
inwardly, When the top parts A and A’ may
be folded together, the support 10 lowered be-
neath the top and the board Clowered so that
it will be flush with the outer surface of the
part A, thus closing the table into a compact
form so that when not in use or when being
transported it will occupya minimum of space.
The parts A and A” when folded are secured
by the hook 13 and eye 14.

‘Having thus described my mventlon I
claim—

- 1. In acorpsedressing tableatable top hav-
ing a removable section adjustable in its in-
clination by a support engaging a ratchet at-
tached to the removable section, the inner end
of the removable section having ifs bearing

| in the table frame, as and for the purposes

set forth.

2. In a corpse dressing table a table top in
two parts hinged tOfrether having a remov-
able section ad,] ustdble in 1ts mclmatlon by

a support engaging a ratchet attached to the

removable section, the inner end of the re-
movable section thlnﬂ' its bearing in the ta-
ble frame as and for the purposes-set forth.
3. In a corpse dressing table a table top in
two parts hinged together having a remov-
able section adjustable in its inclination by
a support engaging a ratchet attached to the -
removable section, the inner end of the re-
movable section having ifs bearing in the ta-
ble frame in combination with supportinglegs
hinged in the frame of the top and held nor-
mally in position to support the top by spring
braces attached to the frame at one end and
engaging at the free end with a detent in the
cross. brace to which the legs are attached, as

‘and for the purposes set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.
' "LAURA B. IIUDDLESTON
Witnesses:
ALBERT F. HUDDLESTON,
WILLIAM ARBAUGH.
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