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Be it known thatI WILLIAM ]3 RAY a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at West Cox-

sackie, in the county of G1eeno and State Ofi

New York, have invented a new and useful
Envelope and Stamp Moistener, of which the
following is a specification.

This mvontlon relates to a mucilage moist-
ener for use in connection with stamps and.-
envelopes, and has for its object to provide a.

device of the character set forth having a sim-

- ple and convenient construetion, and where-

20

by stamps and envelope flaps may be readily
and quickly moistened for evident purposes.

With this and other objects in view the in-

vention consists of the construction and ar-

rangement of the parts thereof aswill be here- |

inafter more fully described and claimed.
In the drawings: Figure 1 is a perspective
view of theimproved moistening device,show-

- ing a part of the construction thrown back in

o

" On the said base i is mounted a body 3, of suit-
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dotted lines. FKig. 2 18 a central longitudinal

‘vertical section of the device as shown in Fig. |

1. Fig. 8 is a detail perspective view of the
reservoir and supporting head therefor dls-

connected.

Similar numerals of reference 11:1(110&‘56 COTr- ]
| reservoir19. Withinthereservoiris mounted

| a moistening sponge or analogous device,as at
| 20, that has a portion thereof pushed through

responding parts in the several ﬁn'ures of the
drawings.

Reforrmo* to the drawmws, the numeral 1
designates a weighted base, constructed of
iron, lead, glass, or other material, and hav-
ing a dove-tailed opening 2 thelethroun‘h

able material, having an extension _4: fitting
in the opening 2 to prevent separation of tho
body from the base, and said body may be

otherwise secured by screws or other fasten-

ings, or if found desirable screws or similar
fastemnn*s may be alone used for connecting
the said parts to each other. The upper sur-
face of the body 3 is formed with a recess 5,
thathasaninclined bottom and thereby forms

g shonlder 6 at one end on which is secured
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a block 7, having an overhanging shoulder 8.
To the opp051te end of the body 3 a platform
9 is movably or pivotally connected by a hinge

10, and to the upper side of the said platform

is secured a glass platell, by means of a sin-
ole serew 12, 1t being seen that the one end
of the said n'lass plate abuts against a projec-

tion 13 ad;aoent to the pivotal or hinged point

emplo;} ment of only a single screw to make
the securement. The free eod of the platform
extends under the overhanging shoulder S, to

prevent the same from belno ralsed but said ~ -

platform is free to be cle-ples‘sed and in this

| operation the said platform is caused to bear
against the resistance of a flat spring 14 that

is interposed between the under side of the

same and rests'on the upper surface of the

6o

body 3, within the center of the recessof the

latter. This construction permits a yielding

movement of the platform to the pressure

brought to bear thereon and avoids the exist-
ence of a hard unyielding resisting surface.
The employment of the glass plate on the
platform provides means for readily removing
surplus mucilage or other material that may
become colleetod thereon, by washing or other-

20

wise cleansing the same, and also forms a

smooth operatiow surface over which the
stamps or envelopes may be freely drawn.

- On the block 7 is movably or pivotally
mounted a head-block 15 by means of a hinge
16, and to the front edge of the said head-
block is fastened a metallic clip 17 that se-
curely and firmly embraces the neck 18, of a

tho neck of the reservoir and plogects from
the lower termination of the same sufficiently

‘to provide an engaging moistening surface.
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The upper end ot the reservoir is open for the

insertion or withdrawal of the sponge or other

device, or for supplying moisture to the said

reservoir, and is provided with a closing cap
21, that prevents too rapid evaporation of the
moisture from the reservoir. The said cap is
so constructed as to be readily grasped by the
hand of the operator to depress the reservoir,

or in throwing the reservoir together with its
supporting head - block backwardly on the
block 7, to thereby entirely clear the top of

Jle

95

the platform 9 for any purpose that may be

found desirable.
In operation the stamps or envelope flaps

are caused to rest upon the glass plate 11 in
such manner as to bring the gummed or mu-
cilaginous surfaces thereof in proper position .
~under the reservoir, the latter being elevated
‘sufficiently to permit this positioning of the

IQO




-~ ries of connected otamps fhat may be run.
therethrough in strips, thereby producing a
~clean and rapldly operatmn‘ mmstemncr ap-

X0

envalopa flaps or stamps. ' Tha ﬂaps or tho
stamps are then drawn across the glass plate

while the lower projecting part of the sponge

or other device earried by the reservoir is held
firmly thereagainst, or with sufficient pressure

to produce the demred degree of moistening.

geous in conneotlon with large stampsor a se-

- par atus..

o Tt will be 'understood that tho matenals of':
- which all the parts are constructed may be-

changed at will to serve the best purposes,and

- 1t.18 obwously apparent that changes in the

~ form, proportion,and the minor details of con-
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str action may be resorted to without depart—
ing fromthe principleor sacrificing any of the |
-advanta ges of this invention. . .
- Thereservoirl9hasitslowerportion bulﬂ'ed
. as shown, in order to retain the sponge in its.
. proper p031t10n and prevent any liability of
the Sponﬂ‘e working up or down when the de-.
‘The stopper 21 is constructed
of rubber, and when in place effects an air-i}
tight joint to prevent the evaporation of the;
) dmmstmo of the sponge, to retain the latter|

vice is in use.

any moisture dropping upon the glass.

- rearward.

~ letters of unusual thickness, an ad,]ustmg-fi
" screw 25 is mounted on the head- block 15.;

40
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dove-tailed nut is arranged in a (,OI‘I‘eSpOIld-
ing recess in the lower face of the block 15.

Having described tho invention, What 18% --and a spring for pressing the

claimed as new is—

s

- mounted reservoir containing a vehicle for.
- conveying moisture which coacts with the
6o

tion of an opelatm

- ing moisture, the said reservoir being. ar-.
_ rancred to be swung back from and over upon:

: :-_'5_5--

said platform, substantially as described.

3. In a moistening apparatus, the combina- |
‘tion of a weighted base, a body mounted

~ thereon, a movable platform located on:said

. body, and a pwotally-mounted reservoir -se- -

cured above said platform and containing a:

_ descmbed

At.
the rear end of the platformis secu red a trans— |

- The

“moisture- convoymﬂ' vehicle, substf;l,]:ltlallyr as-'_ -

o 5_'03,;613' :

4. In a mo1=‘atou1nn- apparatus, the oombma—

‘tion of a baso, a bodv fixed to said base hav-

ing a recess in the upperside thereof with an

.1nolmed bottom to provide a shoulder at one

end of the same, a platform having one end

| hinged to the said body and prowded with a
This arrangement of parts is very aclvanta-

frlass plate to form an operating surface, a

‘spring interposed between the under side of
said platform and the upper side of the said

body, a head-block having an overhanging

5. In a moistening apparatus,the combma-

i tlon of an operating platform provided at its

rear end with a flange forming a gage, and a

pivotally - mounted reservoir carrying a ve-
-hicle for conveying moisture and being ar-
ranged to be swung back from and over upon |
the platform Substantlally as described.

6. In a moistening apparatus,the combina-

substanmallv as described.
7. Ina mo1stenmg apparatus, the combina-

8. Ina mmstenmﬂ' apparatus, the .combina-

| ‘tion of the reservoir for containingthesponge,

having its lower end open, with the platform
.-pwoted at one end and having its free end ar-

ranged below the open end of the reservoir,
platform up-

| wardly in contact with the sponge projecting

1. Inamoistening apparatus, the combma-; from the reservoir, as set forth.

platform and a pivot-:

ally- mounted reservoir coacting w1th said || tion of the reservoir for containing the sponge,

| platform and carrying a Vohlele for. convey- ';havlnmts lowerend open,and means for hing-

1ng the reservoir at onesidesothatit may be

| swung over.out of the way, with the platform

the. sald platform, substantlally as described. | -j_pwoted at one end and havingits free. end ar- -

2. Ina mmstemnﬂ‘ apparatus, the combina- | ranged below the open end of the reservoir,

| -t1on of a-yielding platform and a pivotally- ;and a spring for pressing the platform up-

-wardly in oontaot with the sponge. pro,]eomnd |

9. In a momtenmn‘ apparatus,the combina-

{-from the reservoir, as set forth.

~In testimony- that I claim the fored'omo' as
my own I have hereto affixed my swnature n

.tho presenoo of two witnesses.

| WILLIAM E RAY.
Wltnesses | -
 MAURICE H. RAY‘ o

KATIE RAY o
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shoulder to limit the upward movement of the
1 said body,and a reservoir pivotally connected

to the said block and extending over the up-
per surface of the said platform and the glass-
plate carried thereby, said reservoir contam-
ing a sponge that projects through the lowol
‘end thereof to providea. mms’cenmw engaging.
--surfaoe substantially as deseribed.

80
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tion of a base, a head - block hingedly con-

1 nected with the base, an adjusting -screw

~ inits saturated condition, and also to prevent | mounted on the head- bloek and adapted to

'-pro;] iect below the sameto limit the downward

i-swing of the head -block,-and a reservoir

verse plate 22, which is provided with a ver-i ‘mounted on and carried by the head block,

- ticalflange 28, projecting above the glass plate:
~.and formmc-' a.stop or ﬂ'mde for envelopes or |

stamps, to prevent thom being movod too farf tion -of a base, a head- block hlnn'edly con-

| nected with tho base and provided in its lower

In order to ad,]ust the dewce for: momtonmﬂ? face with a dove-tailed recess, a dove-tail nut

arranged in the recess,an adjusting-serew en-

|-gaging the nut and adapted to project below

‘The adjusting-screw is arranged in a perfo-: the block and a receptacle or reservoir car-

~ ration of the block and engages a threaded{ ried by the block, qubstanhally as described.
. openingof a dove-tailed nut 26, and is adapt- |-
ed to abut against the block 7 to limit the

- downward morement of the reservoir.
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