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To all whom it may concern:
e it known that I, PERCIVAL W. SHEP-

- HARD, of East Liberty, in the county of Alle-

O

gheny and State of Pennsylvania;have invent-

ed certain new and useful Improvements in
Pocket-Rules; and I do herebydeclare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact desecrip-
tion of the mventmn such_as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it pertains to
make and use it, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, which form part of

~ this specifieation.

My invention relates to an improvement in

pocket rules; and it eonblsts in the novel ap-
plication of sprm'ws toits joints as will be more

fully desceribed hereinafter,and especla,lly re-
ferred to in the claims.

The object of myinvention is 1:0 provide an

- improved rule in which its several hinged sec-
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tions will be prevented from elosmcr when
opened out or opening when closed _by their
own inclination by the application of a spring,

Referring to the accompanying drawings.
Figure 1 is an elevation of my improved rule
Shown partly in section. FKig. 2 is an edge
view of the same. Fig. 3'is an enlarged de-

~ tached view of one of the hinges.
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The center hinge of the rule eonmst% of the
member A,secured torulesection B,and which
is formed with the circular proj eeting ears C,
of usual form. The end of the rule section
B, is recessed on its outer edge as shown at

D, and secured in the rear end thereof is the |

flat spring E, the outer end of which extends
between the ears C, and into the path trav-
eled by the circular head F, which is prefer-
ably secured to rule section G‘r, by projections
H, extending therefrom into the end of the
said rule section where they are riveted as
shown. "This head is pivoted between ears C,
in the usual manner. The periphery of the

- head is formed with recesses I, and J, the for-
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mer being engaged bythe spring K, when the
rale sections are closed thus holding them
from opening of their own volition while the
recess J, is similarly engaged by the end of
the spring when the rule is open for use, thus
making substantially a rigid measuring Sthk

The end members K, of the rule are hinged

-to the seetlons B, a,nd G by hmﬂ'es L, of or-

dinary construction. The outer sides of each
of thesections B, and G, are recessed and con-
fined in these recesses are the flat springs M,
the free ends of which engage head N, made

rigid with the ends of sectlons K. The heads

thus turn with the said section and each

head is formed with two flat surfaces O, and
P, upon which surfaces the ends of the springs
bear down when the said sections are opened
and closed respectively thus preventing them
from swinging freely on their hinges as they

| do in the ordinary rule to the great annoy-

ance of the person emploving thesame. Any
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manner of securing the head to the section

end may be employed, but I prefer to pass
the rivet QQ, of the hinge therethrough while

at the same time the head being formed with

a small slot R, is engaged by the end of the
hinge section as shown thus preventing the
head from turning on the said pivot.
- Having thus fully described my invention,
what 1. ela,lm as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— |

1. Inarule the eomblna,tlon of the ad] acent
sections, a hinge connecting their adjacent
ends, circular head N concentric with the
turning point of the hinge and formed with
surfaces O, P, on opposite sides of its center,
and spring M carried by one of the seetlonq
which at its free end is adapted to engage the
saild flat surfaces, substantmllv as shown and
described.

2. Inarule,thecombination of the adjacent
sections, pivotal pin Q for connecting their

ad] acent ends, head N mounted edine‘éntrieally'

on said pin and formed with notech R which
is engaged by the end of one of the sections
thereby preventing the head from turning on
sald pin, flat surfaces O and P on said head
and spring M carried by one of the rule sec-
tions and adapted to engage at its free end
the said surfaces, Sllbbt&ﬂtléﬂly as shown and
deseribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. ,

PERCIVAL W. SHEPHARD

Wltnesses.
SAMUREL MOOLAY
GEORGE E. SHAW
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