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To all whom it may concern: -
Be it known that I, JosSEPH T. WARD, a

citizen of the United bta,tes residing at Phila- |
delphia, (Germantown,) county of Philadel-

phia, State of Pennsylvania, have invented a
new and useful Joint for Fences, of Wthh
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to devices for ,]ommo'
the bar, rail or rod to the post or upright in
fences; andthe object of my improvementis
to a,fford a simple and durable connéction
and support for rods, bars or rails where they
cross the posts of fences. I attain these ob-
jects by the mechanism illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings in which—

Figure 1 is a view in perspectwe of the
sleeve or joint. Kig. 21is a horizontal section
Fig. 3 18 a vertical section of the
sleeve or;jomt with post and rods in place..

The sleeve or joint is a hollow pipe or tube,:‘
bulging midway between its two extremities,

with a rectanﬂular hole or slot cut vertlcally
through this bulﬂ'mg or enlarged part and at
right anﬂles to- the lonﬂ'ltudmal axisof said
pipe or tube s sald transverse rectangular
hole being larger at the bottom E than a_t the
top A to permit play of the post within this
hole in cases of grades—that is, to allow the
post always to remain perpendicular, whether
the bars or rods are horizontal or not. One
rod or bar, passing into and partway through
the hole B, of this sleeve, passes also through

~ the post, thus locking post, sleeve and bar
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together. 'The other rod or bar passes into
hole B at other end of sleeve until it meets
the bar comingthrough from opposite end.
The flange or lip Dr may be cast with or fas-
tened upon the sleeve for purpose of riveting
the sleeve to the post, in any case where it

40 may not beconvenient to have the rod pass
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‘through the post a sufficient distance to lock
the sleeve to the post securely. |

The rods Fand G do not meet at Or near
the point of intersection of the sleeve and the

post, so that when-the sleeve rusts through

just at the outer line of contact of sleeve and

post at I, (which frequently occurs by reason
of water aceumulatlnﬂ' there) therod doesnot
fall as it would were the end of rod also at
thispoint; thatis tosay,in case of such break-

ing of the sleeve at point of contact H, the rod
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by passing beyond this point H, sustains the

piece of the broken sleeve and thus the otheL
rod resting therein.

- This sleeve or joint may be wmught or cast
of any metal or other substance in one piece,
or. in sections bolted or otherwise fastened
together.
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What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-

__ters Patent IS-—- "

1. A sleeve or joint with longitudinal tube

for rods, and transverse slot, la,rn'er at the
“bottom than at the top, for post, w1th lip or

flange on sleeve for riveting the post, sub-
stantla,lly as described.
- 2. The combination with a post of a sleeve

or joint with longitudinal tube for rods, and

rods meeting Wlthl[l the sleeve at a point an
inch more or less toone side of post substan-
tially as desecribed.

3. The combination with a post of a sleeve
or joint with longitudinal tube for rods and
transverse slot for post, and rods meeting
within thesleeve at a point an inch more or
less to one side of the post, substantially as

descnbed
" JOSEPH T. WARD.
Witnesses: |
| ALEX, D. SAUER
JOHN J. BIGLEY
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