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To all whom it may conecern:

buckle, and Fig. 2, is a vertical section on line

Be it known that I, ALLAN A. MACDONALD, | z—=x of Fig. 1. -

of the city of Newark, county of Essex, and
State of New Jersey, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Buckles, which isfally
set forth in the following specification.
My invention relates to buckles, such as are
especially adapted for suspenders,and which
while simple in construetion, are strong and
durable. | - |
Myimproved buckle is particularly-adapted
for use as a cast off on suspenders of a very
high grade, whereon the buckles are of gold
or silver. | | |
My improved buckle is composed of a plate,
with the extension thereof hereinafter de-
seribed and forming one piece therewith,and
a supplemental plate pivoted thereto. This
extension is at the upper end of the main
plate. It issomewhat thicker than the plate,
and hasverymuch the appearance of a round
hollow wire, attached to the plate. This ex-
tension is hollow,1in order to permit of thein-

sertion of a pin, through that portion of the

extension of the plate, which forms the lower
boundary of the opening, through which the
suspender end is passed, and by which the
main portion of the suspender is fastened to
the buckle. The pinisinserted through that
ortion of the extension to the plate, which
forms the lower boundary of said opening or
passageway. To this pin the supplemental

‘plate is pivoted. The middle of that portion

of the extension to the plate, which covers the
pin,is removed in order to permit the fasten-
ing and pivoting of such supplemental plate
to the pin. Such supplemental plate has an
extension, which engages with the pin,and is
uniform in size with that portion of the exten-
sion of the plate which covered the pin, and
which has been removed as before mentioned,
so that when the supplemental plate has been

pivoted in position,the lower boundary of the
opening or passageway shall be smooth and |

uniform in appearance for its entire extent.

~ Other important features of construction

will be described in connection with the ac-

companying drawings, in which— '
Figurel,isafront elevation of my improved

supplemental plate.
sion G which forms the loop orlower boundary
of-the opening H, for the suspender end, 1s

" The curved broken line in Fig. 2 indicates

| the movement of the outer end of the supple-

mental plate when the same is turned back,
and the dotted line indicates the position of
said suppemental plate when turned back.
In the drawings A represents the main plate,
and G the wire-like hollow extension at the
top thereof, which forms a loop for the attach-
ment of the suspender end, and E is a hinged
A portion of the exten-

broken away between the points b—0 for the
reception of a corresponding extensionon the
supplemental plate E, of uniform size with the
wire like portion (3, through which extension,
is passed a suitable pivot pin upon which the
supplemental plate swings. Thispinisintro-
duced into the hollow extension & at pointsa,
o and when the article is completed and ready
for sale, the pin should fit so accurately that
it is not ordinarily visible. o

The whole of the main plate, together with
the enlarged, wire-like, portion -which sur-
rounds the opening, can readily be made in
one piece, by methods well known to the art,

and the supplemental plate can also be piv-

oted to the pin, by the extension thereof here-
tofore referred to, and which is tube-like in
shape, when in position, by methods well
known to the art. . |

The plate A extends downward in a practi-
cally straight direction, or perhaps slightly in-
clined backward, in descending from the point
where the wire-like top portion joins the main
part of the plate. The said plate narrows to-
ward its lower end, but the narrowing is more
oradual as the lower portion of the plate is
approached,and it practically ceases near the
point, where the lower end of the plate begins
to be turned. This lower end c of the plate
is turned first outward, and then upward, so
as to form a catch. The lower part of this
cateh is bent transversely downward from the
center forming a concavity C. Upon theouter
face of the upturned extremity of the plateis
placed a nipple D. This nipple is adapted to
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fit into a corresponding aperture F in the piv-
oted supplemental plate. The lower portions

~of the suspenders, which are attached to the

front of the trousers, fit snugly into this bent
cavity of the catch. The supplemental plate
K extends downward slightly beyond the up-
turned extremity of the plate. The aperture
in its lower end is arranged to fit over the nip-
ple D at the upturned extremity of the plate,
thereby causing the supplemental plate to
engage firmly with the main plate.

When the supplemental plateisturned out-
ward and upward, the suspender can readily
be adjusted in the transversely curved cavity
of the plate, and the supplemental plate can
then be pressed down and fastened securely
to the plate by meansof the nipple and aper-
ture; butevenifthesupplemental plate should
become detached, the transversely curved cav-
ity in the main plate is so shaped, that under
ordinary conditions the suspenders are not
liable to become detached. --

The supplemental plate should preferably
form an angle of from fifteen to forty degrees
at its point of union with the plate, when se-
cured thereto by the nipple, and should grad-

ually curve inward toward its lower end, such |

curve slightly increasing near the lower end,
and the upturned end of the main plate and
thelowerendof thesupplemental plate,should
be adapted to lie snugly against one another,

and the supplemental plate should grow nar- |

rower toward its lower end so as to substan-

|
§
1

N

Ing witnesses.

tially conform in width to the main plate so
far as the supplemental plate extends down-
ward.

What 1 claim, and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent, is—
A buckle or cast-off for suspenders consist-

‘Ing of a main-plate extending downwardlyin
-a practically straight line and gradually de-

creasing in width toward its lower end, where
it 1s curved forwardly and upwardly forming

‘a hook, the bottom of which is econvex in the

direction of its width, a rigid looped extension
on said plate, in the form of a wire, the sepa-

rated ends of which are joined to the plate, a
‘supplemental plate adapted tooverlapthe end

of the hook on the main plate,and having an

“extension thereof which fits between and cor-

responds with the separated ends of the ex-
tension of the main-plate,a pivot pin passing

i through said extension on the supplemental

plate and into the separated ends of the ex-
tension of the main-plate, and a nipple on the
outerfaceofthe upperendof thehook adapted
to engage an opening in the overlapping end

of thesupplemental plate,substantially as de-

sceribed. _
In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subserib-

Witnesses: .
W. 1. L. LEE,
B. A. PIPER.
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