=

sz ,.f.. N . M
%a 0 N 3

= abbm:mch

. .
._.r.._rif...r .Iu.. AR, .
Ltﬂtﬁﬂln\n\ulu\hﬂ\ulﬂnﬂ\ql\h\t e .f.. _ v - ._...E....Huuﬂ.\hﬂ.n\.\n\\..ﬂ.uﬂ\‘i\ulu\“\\*...l__...l_....l__,..__l_...__l_.ul...lt..l...I....I....I.....I....'i
[+ * NN\ X DAV AN . | 6 | N
¢ ¥ T TN TP TTL | O TR i i )
A ol s 7. 'h.. 4 L #&\#“h‘h‘#ﬁ%ﬁ‘a‘a‘\; ._.r........lr..lr..lr....r..l....f..l,r........l... m ... - u_f....r.......s...r..lr..ﬂ...r....r.lr....rlr . .
ii**ihwbﬂ\knlu\\nﬂ\u\nﬂlﬂﬂ\n{\n\uqt f\nﬁ-ﬂﬁ\hﬂﬂﬂ\ﬁ\h\w\n‘h‘ﬁ‘ ol Koo T 2 . | I N | Lo :
J.rfpfﬁ _ \ES SR - s i &\
_ _ O e , '. - N
‘. . LY
. - ' L S |

¥ r ; .
. M .__“ .r.ﬂ,..u..__- e e . Tl e A - T — e W W ol "l /

\ W _, ....c o 5 ~NQ . . ith“wmmw.,, \J ~ ANY / .
N | | __-r....iitt.._._.. . X7l x N / )
7@ d | = AR d d 7W d / A\ _

| (No Model.)

J.J. GLEASON.
'SAFETY ENVELOPE.

No. 502,560,

Patented Aug. 1, 1893




IO

20

30

35

40

45

UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOSEPH J. GLEASON, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

SAFETY-ENVELOPE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 502,560, dated August 1, 189s.
Application filed February 27, 1893, Serial No,463,927, (No model.)

—_—

o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOSEPH J. GLEASON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New
York, in the county of New York and State
of New York, haveinvented certain new and
useful Improvements in Safety-Envelopes, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had therein to the accompanying
drawings, in which— | |

Figure 1 is a back view of the envelope
closed; Fig. 2 a vertical sectional view, en-
larged; Fig. 3 a back view open, and Fig, 4 a

.vertical sectional view open, showing more

clearly the separate parts of the fastening de-

vice permanently carried by the envelope.
This invention is designed to provide a sim-

ple fastening device for envelopes which will

prevent the same being readily opened after

sealing without sufficiently mutilating them
astorenderthe mutilation obviousat a glance,
as is more fully hereinafter set forth.

In the drawings, an envelope of ordinary
construction is shown, which preferably has
its lower end permanently fastened by an eye-

et a.
flap b, which is preferably made longer than
usual and provided with the usual gummed
edge b’, which is fastened to the body of the
envelope by moistening in the usual manner.

Passing through the envelope and ilap, be-
tween the gum-fastening and the upper end
of the envelope, is a metal fastening device

the two interlocking parts ¢ ¢’ of which are
respectively carried by the envelope and flap.
The part ¢, on the envelope proper, consists
of a disk or flange / bearing on the front side

of the envelope and having formed integral’

with it a short tubularshank d’, which passes
through the front side of the envelope and
has fitted on it, inside of the envelope, a

washer d? to secure it to the envelope-body.
The shank is made slightly contractible and

elastic by slitting it longitudinally, as at d°,
and it is provided, at its extreme end, with
an exterior shoulder d’’ which is preferably
beveled on its outer edge. When the envel-
ope is elosed, the shank extends through a
co-incident opening d* in the back of the en-
velope. The opening d° in the front side of
the envelopeis formed a little larger than the

shank in order that the same may have a

‘washer quite closely.

The upper end is closed by the usunal

line with the deviceor parton the flap, should
the two parts be thrown slightly out of line
by the bulky contents of the envelope. The
part carried by the flap is constructed simi-
larly to the part on the envelope, that is, it
consists of a disk e bearing against the out-

side of the flap and formed integral with a

tubular shank e’, which is provided with an
exterior beveled shoulder ¢’ and is slitted

longitudinally at ¢® to make it slightly elastic

and contractible. A washer or disk e* is se-
cured on the shank between its shoulder and
the flap to permanently attach the deviee to

| ope, to enable it to be adjusted accurately in
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the flap, the space between the shoulder and

the flap being just sufficient to clamp the
The washere? and also
washer d? are secured on their respeective
shanks by simply forcing them over the shoul-
dered ends of the same, the shanks contract-

ing sufficiently to permit this to be done and

the friction being sufficient to securely hold

| the washers in place.
the shank of the part ¢’ is larger in internal

The opening through

diameter than the shank of the other part, so
that the latter shank may pass through the
former, as shown in Fig. 2, when the envelope
is closed and sealed. |

“The parts of the fastening device are per-
manently attached to the envelope so that the
user has simply to seal the gummed edge of
the flap (where that isused) and force the tube

of the device on the flap down over the shank

of the other part. The shank or tube d’ is
longer than the other tube and is sufficiently
contractible to enable its shoulder to pass
through. When the tube d’is thus forced
through the other tube, its shoulder springs
out and engages over the outer side of disk e
and securely locks the parts together. The
only part of the fastening tube or shank d’
projecting beyond the washer eis its shoulder,
which rests closely against the washer e and
is beveled,so that it would take considerable
manipulation to disengage the parts withoub
obviously mutilating the fastener or the en-
velope. | o

The space between the gummed. edge. and
the fastener is utilized to stamp the date and
hour of sealing the envelope on.
or interlocking of the fastening devices and

slight movement independently of the envel- time-stamping is preferably done at the same

The sealing
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instant and by thesame movement, an attach-
ment to the time stamp being provided for
this purpose. The sealing however may be
done by hand, if desired. |

Having thus fully desceribed my invention,
what I claim is—

1. The combination with an envelope, of &
fastener therefor, consisting of the part ¢ car-
ried by the body of the envelope, said part
consisting of a disk d resting against the face
of the envelope and formed with an inwardly
projecting contractible tubular shank d’, said
shank being provided on its inner end with
an annular flange d’’, beveled on its outer

edge, a washer sprung on shank d’ for secur-

ing said part to the envelope, and another
part ¢’ carried by the flap of the envelopeand

consisting of a plate e resting against one face |

of the flap and provided with a short con-

tractible tubular shank ¢’, provided with an |

annular shoulder ¢’/, on its inner end and a
washer sprung on the shank ¢’ between shoul-
der ¢’ and the flap, thereby fastening said

part to the flap whereby the shank of partec i

|'

r
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may be sprung or passed through the shank 23

of the part ¢’ to permit its beveled shoulder

to engage over the outer end thereof, sub-
stantially as described. |

9. In a fastening device for envelopes, &c.,
the combination of a part ¢’ carried by one
part of the envelope, said part ¢’ consisting
of a disk e’ formed integral with a tubular
shank e, said shank being slitted longitudi-
nally and flanged, and a securing washer
sprung over shank ¢’ and held thereon by sald

flange, and another partc carried by the other

‘part of the envelope and consisting of a disk

d earrying a tubular shank d’ slitted longi-
tudinally and shouldered atitsend,and means
for clamping it to the envelope, substantially
as described.

In testimony whereof Iaf
presence of two witnesses.

JOSEPH J. GLEASON.

ix my signaturein

Witnesses:
W. S. GAINES,
W, H. HALL.
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