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" LATCHER, a citizen of the United States, re-.
siding at Edinburg, in the county ot Saratoga-
and State of New York, have invented a cer-
tain new and useful Improvement in Mail-
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connection from each end of the holder.to

the immediately adjacent parts.
‘the bag to the various conditions in use,—
having yielding connections dropping ouf ot
the way when not in use adapted for holding
‘| the body of the bag.
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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, JOHN WALTHARDT

-

Bags, of which the following 1s a specification.

The improvement relates to the mouth and
It adapts

its mouth open on the racks to receive the

Jetters and packages, being rapidly and eas-

ily closed, securing the contents against fraud-
alent or other interference while closed, hold-
ing the label with more than ordinary secur-
ity and protection, with provisions for apply-
ing the force of both hands in changing the
label when required, having asufficiently long

the frame so that the label holder may also

~serve as a handle for lifting, transporting and
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throwing the bag,and for holding the bag in

position in dumping its contents, and allow-

ing the bag to be rapidly and easily opened:

by the proper parties. o
The size of the bag and its material may

be of any ordinary or suitable character.
The accompanying drawings form a part of

' this specification and represent what I con-
- sider the best means of carrying out the 1in-
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vention. They represent the upper portion
only of my bag,the lower partand mid-height
being of any ordinary or suitable construc-

- {ion.

Figure 1 is a side view of the enfire upper
part viewed from the side on which the lock
is applied. Fig.21s a corresponding view in
the opposite direction. Both these figures

represent the bag as securely closed. Fig. s

is a vertical cross section on the line z « in

Fig. 2. TFig. 4 is a corresponding section on

the line v v in Fig. 2. Figs. 5,0 and 7 repre-
sent my label-holder. Fig. 5 is a face view

" and Fig. 6 a cross section on the line 2 2 in
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Fig. 5. Fig.7is on a larger scale. It 1s a
cross section on the line w w in Fig.5. Fig.
3 is a plan view showing the bag baving 1ts
mouth open, being suspended from the ordi-
nary racks used in large post-offices. Fig. 9
is a corresponding vertical section. ‘Lhe

E? and is firmly

strong lines in this figure correspond to the
view in Fig. 8; the dotted lines introduced
show the positions of the parts when larger
or smaller sizes of bags are used in the same
racks. Fig.10 is a perspective view showing
the bag in the open condition, suspended to
a single hook. -

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures where they
appear. | o | |

- Als the oak-tanned leather or other Stmng |

e )

iciently flexible material constituting

and su

B’ and B? are rigid portions of the mouth.
frame, made of rolled steel or other strong
material, each part being of V -section or
trough-shaped,andso applied as to mateh the
one within the other. This form of the parts
gives great strength with lightness, and also

when the lock is properly applied to the sta-

ple C in the center, guards against the possi-

bility of twisting or turning the parts one
upon the other or of moving them up and
down bodily relative to each other. These

frames B’ B?are riveted or otherwise strongly
and permanently connected to the flexible
material A, but they are of such length that
each corresponds only to a little more than
one-fourth of the top when the mouth is open.
The remainder of the space around the mouth
is guarded by links D’, D?, engaged together
by a rivet d, and also engaged with the eyes
b riveted or otherwise strongly secured to the
ends of the frames B’ B%. These links may,
if preferred, be stitched or otherwise secured

'to the flexible material A, but I do not es-

teem it generally necessary.

E’ and E2? are reinforcing plates secured
to the mid-lengths respectively of the frames
B’ B%. The staple C extendsthrough the plate
set in the reinforeing plate
E’. The plate E? has a slot e through which

the staple is received. The edge of the slot
is reinforced as shown, and contributes to the
| stiffness. Near each end of the plate K™ 18

an eye ¢’ which receives a ring F, which in
turn engages the eyes g in the stout body G
of the label holder. This body G is formed

‘with lips G’ G* on one face, and with a recess

¢’ in a thickened portion G®between horizon-
tal lips G* G® on the opposite face.
H, H’, &ec., is a stout wire of spring steel or

55

6o

75

80

00

95

I0D



10

other strong material bent as shown, and hav-
ing its ends brazed or otherwise strongly and
permanently held together. The portions H
I are parallel and match between the lips G’
G°withsufficient space between the two parts
H H to show the name on the label. H’ is a
straight portion connecting these at one end.
At the opposite end of thls holding device
the parts H* I? are formed as shown 0 as to
embrace elastically the body G when the de-
vice is in use. Near the extreme ends of the
folded parts H? the metal is bent inward as
indicated at H>.

or recess ¢’ in the back faee of the holder G.
The sides of the recess ¢’ or the form of the |

projection H?® which engages therein, or both,

are beveled so that a suﬂiclent foroe will dls-

- place the holder notmthstandmg its strong-
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- parts -are subjected in use.
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‘the straight portions H H of the holder.

elastic pressure of the projection H? into the

recess (. | B |
I is a plate of hard brass or other suitable |

‘material, having one end 1’ formed around to |
embrace the part H’ of the holder; and thef

other end formed as indicated by it
J is the label. It is backed by the plate I.

In preparing my bag for use the label J, {

properly printed and having a length corre-
sponding to the length between the parts I’ |

and I*, and a width corr esponding to the space |
between the i ps II” and H?, is introduced in {.

front of the plate I and is compressed thereon |
and is with the accompanying holder H H’ H? |
H® forced into place. This device shows the |
label clearly and protects it from injury by |
the lips G’ G* above and below and also by |
It |
is also guarded at the ends by the parts I’ I? |
of the baekmﬂ' plate I. The elastic pressure |
of the arms H? holds the beveled spur or

catch H? in the recess g’ with force sufficient |

to withstand all or dinary strains to which the |

“When a label i 18
worn out or water soaked or othermse in-

jured, or when for any reason it is desired to .:;;-.

change the label, the operator by applying
his thumbs strongly to the two partsI’ I2, one

- thumb to each, can apply much Stlenﬂ‘th to
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force the. holder H and its attaehments end-
wise relatively tothe case G and detach them.
The case G serves the double purpose of are-
liable label holder and a strongly and flexi- |
bly connected handle for operating the bag.

The form of the parts and the flexibility. of
the connections allow thislabel holder to drop |

down out of the way when the bag is stored |

- with others, or to be extended upwa,rd and
" serve as astrong and convenient handle when |
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required for lifting, tra,nsportmﬂ' or throwing |
the bag.
serves as a handle for holding the bag open |
in dumping the contents.

The bag is easily and rapidly closed and |
18 rehably secured by a padlock engaging
the staple C in the obvious manner. The
trough-like form of the frames B’ B? guards
aﬂ*alnst all efforts to twist or set them

portionsform practically continuations.

When the device is in po-
sition the pr ojection IH? engages in the hole.

Extended in another direction it ;_.;

502,520

askew relatively to each- other. The links
D’ D? apply rigidly and closely together.
The single link D enters partly between the
two corresponding links D’ and D? on the
other face and takes a firm grip on the soft

ing the form of the frames B’ B* of which these
The
mouth as a wholesecures the contents against
the escape of the smallest parcels and ex-
‘eludes rain and dust.- After unlocking and

‘removing the padlock the bag may be easily
.and instantly opened by a direct movement.

On each of the frames B’ B? are riveted or
‘brazed or otherwise stronglysecured eyes B’
‘engaging rings K, of Smtable sizetoreceive the
‘hooks ordmanly used in the ba,tr-suPportmn*
framesor“racks” inpost offices. My bagisin-
‘troduced into the frame.orrack fr om below in
‘the ordinary way and the rings K are engaged
-with the ordinary hooks. The mouth of my
.bag is thus held open in a rectangular form
“giving thefull area allowed and the flexibility
of the connecting rings allows for irregulari-
ties in the posmons of the hooks. The disen-
.gagement is effected in the obvious manner
by simply lifting the rings K. These rings
‘are pendent and ‘are of no effect when the ban'
18 closed.

I. L are eyes riveted on the leather or other
ﬂemble material A'in the position shownand
ccarrying rings corresponding to the rings K.
"The rings held in these eyes L may.serve in
‘the obvious manner in liea of the rings K
‘carried in. the eyes B?® to support the baﬂ'
.Small sizes of my bags may be made hzwmg
‘mouths of a length. :]llbt sufficient to corre-
‘spond to the breadth of the mouth of the
larger sizes.
‘may be engaged by simply turning them a
_quarter around. Such &rmugement will al-
“low a larger number of bags to be held in a
-given length of rack.

Modlﬂca,tlons may be made without de-

'pal ting from the p11n01ple or sacrificing the

advanta,ﬂ'es of theinvention. Instead of mak-
.ing the two main portions B’ B? of the frame
of rolled metal and riveting on the reinfore-
‘ing pieces E’ E? the whole of each may be
made as a smgle drop-forging, or they may
be made of other material, as. ma,lleable cast
‘iron in a single piece.. The staple C may
“be drop-forg ed or otherwise produced in one
‘with the frame B’.

Instead of a single ring to conneet the eyes

at each end of the Idbel holder G, I can use

two or more engaged together like lmks of a
chain, as will be readily unde1stood

The eyes L, whieh serve at'the onds of the
mouth may be set on the link D instead of
being secured to the soft material A. Or all

these parts the eyes L,links D’ D? and the
-adjacent soft-material A may be secured to-
gether if preferred.

- Thelabel holder G also serves in small post-
offices as a means for suspending the bag'in

In such cases my small bags

/0

‘material A embraced between, causing it to
assume a trough-like condition approximat-
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an open condition on a single hook .or nail.
Such use of the bag is shown in Fig. 10.

I claim as my invention—

1. In a mail-bag having rigid frames as B’
B? extending a portion of the breadth of the

mouth, links of rigid material hinged to such
frame and to each other, adapted to compress

the soft material of the bag for the remainder
of the breadth, substantially as herein speci-
fied.

2. The combination with a bag having rigid
frames of a case G, having a cavity for hold-
ing a label J and a device applying in sald

~cavity for holding the label and allowing it

to be easily inspected and connections from
each end of such case to the said frames,
whereby it will serve both as a label-holder
and a handle for the bag, as herein specified.

| terial and hold 1t

8. The mail - bag described having the
flexible material A, trough-like frames B’ B?,
links D’ D*hinged to said frames and to each
other and arranged to compress the soft ma-
firmly when the bag is
closed and to present a rectangular mouth
when open, in combination with each other
and with the eyes ¢’ rings F' and case G, the
latter equipped to serve the double functions

e
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of a label holder and handle, all arranged to

serve substantially as herein specified.

In testimony that I claim the invention
above set forth I affix mysignature in pres-
ence of two witnesses. |

JOHN WALTHARDT LATCHER.

Witnesses: | -

WM. BAGGER,
M. F. BOYLE,
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