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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, DARIUS BRYAN, a citl-
zen of the United States, residing at Wash-
ington Court-House, in the county of Fayette
and State of Ohio, haveinvented certain new
and useful Improvementsin Fences and Stays;
and I dodeclare the following to be afull, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable othersskilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had tothe accompanying drawings,
and to the letters of reference marked thereon,

- which form a part of this specification.

~ My invention relates to fences and 1ts ob-
ject 1s to enable a fence to be set up without
digging a hole for each post and farthermore,

~ to provide a stay for a fence post or a fence
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wire which is quickly and easily set up, and
which is firm and unyielding. A large part

of the labor in building a fence consists in

digging post holes. Moreover, the difficulty
of properly anchoring and staying the posts
iswell known, and many expedients have been

- adopted for rendering these matters more
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easy of execution and more reliable in results.

My invention consists in a fence post and
‘a stay for the same.

It also consists in an abutment or tension
frame for a wire fence.
- It also consists in a method of anchoring
a stay wire for fence posts or fences.

I set the posts on suitable foundations, pret-
erably flat stones, and brace them by stay

‘wires or guys, the ends of which are secured

to blocks of suitable material, beveled off at
the lower end to a wedge shape and having
the stay wire attached to its thin end and led
up the adjacent inclined face of the block.
When the block has been driven into the

ground, any strain put upon the wire tends

to cant or overturn the block and to jam it

tightly in the hole, thereby forming a firm

~and unyielding anchor for the wire.

s

-stay attached thereto and dropp

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a fence embodying my invention.
Fig. 2 shows a fence post, and my improved
ed into a hole

in the ground. Fig. 3 shows the hole filled
up and the position the block assumes when
a, strain is put apon the wire. |

In building a fence according to my invei-
tion, the posts D are set upon suitable foun-

dations, preferably flat stones E, resting on
the ground. A stay wire B is attached to the

top of each post, preferably by straining 1t 55

over the top of the post, and its ends are car-
ried away from the post on either side of the
line of the fence, and firmly anchored in the
oround at a suitable distance from the post.
A wire b is then fastened across from one stay
to the other at about midway of the length

| thereof. DBy twisting this wire a strain can

be put upon the stays should they become
slack by the settling of the post or otherwise.

The stays may be anchored in any suitable

manner, but I prefer to use the device shown,

consisting of a wedge-shaped block A secured

to the end of the wire and buried in the earth.
The block A may be round, square or of any
suitable cross section. Its length should not
be too great, but from two to four times ifs
diameter according to the nature of the soil.
The lower end of the block is preferably bev-
eled off forming an inclined surface ¢ and a
wedge-shaped point. The stay wire B is at-
tached to this wedge-shaped end and is led
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up alongthe inclined face @ and the adjacent

vertical side of the block. |

A hole C may be dug, bored, driven or oth-
erwise formed to receive the block A, or the
bloek may be forced into the ground by a rod
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and mallet, forming its own hole. The hole

may be vertical, as shown, or at an angle, as
indicated in dotted lines. When the block
has been placed a sufficient distance below
the surface of the ground, it is covered with

earth well tamped. A strong pull onthe wire,

tends to turn the block into the position in
which it appears in Fig. 3, jamming it firmly
and irremovably in the hole.

When a line of posts has been set, the pan-
els can be formed of wire, as shown, or of

plank or of pickets,or in any other suitable

way. If of wire the anchor blocks A can be
used to secure the ends of the strands before
beginning to stretch them along the line of

posts. I prefer however to use the device

shown in Fig. 1, in which a post D’ is set
firmly in the ground, and its top is connected
by a strut D? with the top of the nextpost D.
A diagonal wire stay B’ is carried from the
top of the posts D to or near the bottom of
the post D’. The two posts, the strut, and the
stay form a strong stiff abutment to withstand
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the tension of the fence wire F. This abut-

ment or frame may be used when the fence
panels are made of other material than wire
if desired. It may be used also when a cor-

ner is reached, or a gate opening is to be left
In the fence. Or, a post may be set in the
ground, and stayed with wire B, as shown in
Fig. 2. |

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18— - | o

1. An anchoring device for fence wires, con-
sisting of ashortblock having a wedge-shaped
lower end, and a wire fastened to said end

and led up alongside the block—substantially |

as described.

- 2. Ananchoring device for fence-wires, con-
sisting of a block A having its lower end bev-

eled off to form an inclined surface a, and a

wire B, fastened to the sharp lower end of

the block and led up said inclined face and |
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the adjacent vertical side of the bloek, sub-

stantially as described.
3. The mode of anchoring a rope or wirein

the earth which consists in fastening it to a

comparatively short block at one end of the
longer axis thereof, placing the block entirely
below the surface of the ground, with that
end lowermost to which the rope or wire is at-
tached,and with the rope or wirelying length-
wise of the block, and then partially upset-
ting the block by putting a strain on the rope
or wire and thereby increasing the surface
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which resists the strain, substantially as de-

scribed. | |
In testimony whereof I a
presence of two witnesses.

DARIUS BRYAN.

fix my signature in

Witnesses:
IFRANK A. CHAFFIN,
C. A. CAVE.
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