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To all whom 1t may CoOncern: |
Be it known that I, JOEN F. bULLARD, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Swan-
ton Junction, in the county of Franklin and
State of Vermont, have invented certaln new

and useful Improvements in Rubbers, Over-
shoes, &e.; and Idodeclarethe following to be

a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable’ others skilled 1n
the art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, and to the letters of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification. |

This invention relates to certain new and

useful improvements in rubbers, overshoes,
and the like of that class provided with some
means for excluding snow, slush and the like,
and while designed primarily for lu mbermen

and such folks, it is applicable to ordinary
wear; it will be found especially serviceable

for school children. |

It has for its objects among others to pro-
vide an improved rubber or overshoe of this
class which shall be automatic in 1ts action,

that is, the wearer has simply to place his

foot in the rubber. - 'The attachment does the.
rest.

There are no strings or lacings to be
drawn up or tied. It1is self-adjusting, fitting
snugly to the shape of the foot to which it ac-
commodates itself. It is expansible overthe
instep; it can be placed on the foot or with-
drawn much quicker. It possesses other ad-
vantages which will make themselves promi-
nent in use. | |
Othersobjects and advantages of theinven-
tion will hereinafter appear, and the novel
features thereof will be specifically defined
by the appended claims. | |
The invention in this instance resides 1n
the peculiarities ot construetion,and the com-
binations, arrangement and adaptation of
parts,all as more fully hereinatter described,

shown in the drawings, and tken particularly

pointed out in the claims. o

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, which, with the let-
tors of reference marked thereon, form & part
of this specification, and in which—

Figure 1 1s a

proved rubber. Fig.21sa vertical cross sec-

t tion at the front.

Tubber inward; by this

perspective view of my M-

tion through the shoe at a point about mid-
way the opening therein. |

' T.ike letters of reference indicate like parts

| throughout the several views in which they

appear.

My invention is applicable to any form of
rubber or overshoe that has a glit or opening
at the front. I
one form in which A designates the rubberor
overshoe of that class having a folded por-
B designates tha strip in
which the fold is made. My imy=ovement
may as well however be applied to a rub-
her in which this strip B is not present. To
opposite edges or portions of the plece B are

secured in any suitable manner the two parts

of the fastening which may be of any de-

sired or well-known character; it is shown 1n
this instance as comprising the portion C
with its openings ¢, and the portion D with
its hinged tongue d adapted to any one of the
said openings and designed to fold over In
the usual way to hold the parts tightly around

the ankle.

£ is a narrow strip of -elastic material, as
rubber, which is cemented around the up-

per edge or mouth of the rubber from the

fold or opening on the one side to the feld or
opening upon the other side as showa. In
applying this strip 1t is first expanded to the
desired length depending upon the amount
of curve required at the mouth or opening of
the shoe or rubber, and when 1n this state of
expansion it is cemented around the top outer
edge of the mouth or opening of the shoe or
rubber from the fold or
side at the front around the top to the fold or
opening on the opposite side at the front.
When firmly cemented in 1its expanded state

opening upon one
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It is here shown as applied to
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it is left to dry and contract, and in so doing

it curves the edges of the top of the shoe or

per edge of the shoeor rubber is normally in-
clined or bent inward but will expand asthe
foot is introduced; it does not hinder in put-
ting the shoe or rubber on the foot because
the foot in passing through the opening or
mouth expands the strip E and consequently
the sides straighten up as soon as the foot has
passed into the shoe and the strip E contracts
or assumes its normal position and fits sna oly

construction the up-

95

100




ulllk

IO

5

&0

502,275

around the ankle and accommodates itself | same and around sald opening terminating

and fits around any bunches, protuberances
and hollows, consequently making a snug,

tight, yet elastie fit around the ankle and ex-

cluding the snow and water. It is antomatic
and consequently requires no attention on the
part of the wearer; it prevents the top of the
rubber from wearing or cutting the leggin
or sock; it issimple, very cheap, and durable,
and, in practice, has proven most efficient for
the purposes for which it is Intended.

What is claimed as new is— |

1. A rubber or overshoe having around its
mouth upon the outside thereof a narrow over-
lapping automaticall y contracting elastic
Sirip the upper edge of which is contracted
Inwardly, said strip terminating at the open-
upon opposite sides of the

ing at the front

at the top edge of the upper, as set forth.

2. The herein deseribed method of apply-
ing a narrow elastie strip to the mouth of a
rubber, which consists 1n expanding the strip
to the desired length dependent upon the
amount of curve required, and while in this

 state of expansion cementing the strip to the

outer upper edge of the mouth of the rubber
and allowing it to dry and econtract to curve
the upperedge inward, substantiall y as sp aei-
fied. | -
In testimony whereof T affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. |
JOHN F. BULLARD.
Witnesses: |
RIGNEY D. MARVIN,
HOMER W. CARWAN.
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