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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, WiL.LIAM EVARTS RICH-
ARDS, a citizen of the United States, residing
at 203 Broadway,1in the city, county, and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Card-Boxes, of which

~following is a full, clear, and exact deserip-
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tion.

My mventlon relates to bexes or drewers in

which index, catalogue, or other cards are
held in position for ready reference. |

In the particular class to which my inven-
tion more especially relates, the boxordrawer
is provided with blocks at the front and rear
ends, and with a lock-guard-rod which passes
through these blocks and through periora-
tions in the cards in such a manner as to al-
low them to bereadily examined, and yet pre-
vent them from being removed or displaced
without Wlthdrewmg the rod.

My invention consists in certain novel de-

_ tails of construction of the blocks, the guard-
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- Fig. 2 is a longitudinal vertical section of the
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rod, and devices connecting or co-operating
therewith, whereby the cost of construction
is much reduced the operation is greatly fa-

cilitated, and othe1 advantages are seemed |

as her emafter particularly deseubed
Referring to the accompanying drawings,

Figure 1 represents a front view of a card

box or drawer embodying my improvements.

same. IHig.3 is a transverse vertical section,
taken in the line x « of Fig. 2. Fig. 4
transverse horizontal section, taken in the
line ¢ y of Fig. 3. Figs.5 and 6 are, respect-
ively, a partly sectional view and a perspec-
tive view of the guard-rod. Figs.7and 8 are,

respectively, a top edge view and an end |

edge view of the eseutcheon plate.
In the various figures, A represents the box

or drawer, B’ B* the blocks, C the escutcheon

plate, and E the guard-rod hewnw a knob, G,
attached to 1ts outer end.

In card boxes or drawersas heretofore con-
structed, the gunard-rod is provided on its
outer end with a screw thread, on which is
fitted a sleeve having both internal and ex-
ternal threads. The sleeve isscrewed on the
end of the rod, and the knobis threaded and
is secrewed on the sleeve. In thefrontendof

the drawer is fitted an internally-threaded
bushing concealed by the escutcheon plate,

;the escutcheon, the bushing,

isosceles triangle.
is a

| which has an opemnﬂ' as lewe as the interior

The rod 1s paseed through
and the blocks,_
and is locked by turning it so as to engage
the external thread of the sleeve WIth the in-
ternal thread of the bushing. |

In my invention, the knob G is- bored the
exact size of the red E, or so as to fit tightly
thereon, and i3 seeured to the rod by simply
drwmﬂ* it in place. The knob G is formed

of the bushing.

with a “flan ge f to fit against the escutcheon
From. the flange f-the shank g is con-
‘tinued In a cyllndrlcal form for a length

plate.
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slightly greater than the thickness of the

escutcheon plate C, and at the end of said
shank is formed a button h, of an acute or

an elongated elliptical form in its outline,

and of a thickness about equal to the thick-
ness of the escutcheon plate, or any other
suitable thickness. Theknob, flange, shank,
and button, are preferably all castin one plece
of metal. The escutcheon plate, C, has in

its center an elliptical opening d, eorre5pond-

ing with the shape of the button h, and large

'enoun*h to allow said button to ea,sﬂy pass

thleun'h it. Extending back from the ellip-
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tical opening d, and 1n one piece with the

plate, 18 a cueulm rim 7, on the edge of which

are two cams, 7 ¢, dlemetrlcelly opp051te to
each other.
ing of two inclined planes or two sides of an
The circular rim fits in a
correepondmw opening in the front of the
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Each cam is formed by the meet-

drawer, and the escutcheon pla,te is prefer-

ably secured in place by screws. The rod K
is passed through the plate C until the ellip-
tical button % is clear of the corresponding
opening d, and then, by simply turning the
knob G in ‘either direction less than a quar-
ter of a circle, the button % rides on the in-
clined surfaces of the cams < 7, the flange f
bears.closely against the escutcheon plate C,
and the guard- 10d is securely locked in posi-
tion. By a reverse motion of the knob, the
rod is unlocked and may be easily withdrawn.
By this construction, only three pleces are
required in forming the guard-rod and lock-
ing devices, mstead of ﬁve pieces as hereto-
fore, no screw threads are required as here-
tofore, and only a slight turn of the knob
for less than a quetter of a circle in either
d1reet10n is required for elther lockmg or un-
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- sired
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lockmg, instead of several tums and the en--

gagement of screw threads as heretofore.

The block B’ is preferably fastened to th'e"

front of the drawer by glue or otherwise.
The block B? is movable back or forward, to

accommodate different quantities of c

or other suitable means for holding it at de-
points.

or delay..

What I claim as new, and desire to secure

by Letters Patent, is—

- 1. In &C&ld-hOldlB”bO"{ or dmwel a guard-.
rod provided with a lockmﬂ* device consmtmrr
of a button and a camor cams enfrafrmn‘mth 1

&rds,q
and it may be provided with dowelsand pins:

Heretofore the- l1oles in the,
blocks for the passage of the rod have been
simply straight or eylindrical throughout, and
this would cause difficulty and dela,y in pass-.
ing the rod through the blocks when in haste.'

n my mventlon the holes m in the blocks |
are made tapering in form, being very wide in-
front and tapering sy mmetrm&lly to the size.
-~ of the rod at the rear side of each block. By
this means the guard-rod is sure to reach its
proper place in the bloek without- dlfﬁculty :;

501,693

each other, and a handle on the rod substan-
tially in the manner and for ‘the purpose

herein deseribed.

- 2. In a card-holding box or drawer, a ﬂ‘ﬂ&ld |
rod provided with ‘a lockmﬂ*dewce conswtmﬂ'

of a button and a cam or cams engaging with

each other, a handle or knob G provided

with a ﬂa,nn'e f, bearing against the face of

scribed.
3. In a card holdmn‘ box or drawer, an'uard

rod having a knob or “handle Ghavmg a but-
ton h on'the end thereof, an elliptical open- -
ing in the face of the box or drawer for the
'1]11"46‘1‘1310]1 of the button and an escutcheon
plate having a rim [ provided with cam sur-
faces adapted to be engaged by the button,
‘substantially as descubed

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my

hand in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM E. RICHARDS.

Witnesses: _
E. K. STURTEVANT,
K. M. AMORES.

30

the box or dra,wer and a shank between said
flange and the button h, substantially as de-
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