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' straps, preferably of metal, on each side of
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To all whom it may concern:

Be1it known that I, S11.AS PRUDEN, a citizen
of the United btates, and a resident of Los
Angeles, in the county of Los Angeles and
State of California, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Nailless Horseshoes;

and 1 do hereby declare the following to be a

full, clear, and exact description of sa,ld in-
ventlcn reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawme‘s and to the letters of refer-
ence marked therecn which form a part of
this specification.

This invention relates to new and useful
improvements in horse-shoes known as nail-
less shoes,and more especially to the manner

‘and means of attaching a shoe of this char

acter to the hoof.
The objecthad in viewis to prowde means

for readily attaching and detaching the shoe,

and at the same tlme securing efﬁclency and
durability in such means.
The invention consists in connectlng two

the shoe, which straps are designed to em-
brace the hoof and be securely drawn together
and held by a clasp, having eccentmcally ar-
ranged slots into which the hooked ends of
the straps extend, the said slots operating to

~ tighten the strape when the clasp is turned.
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~the horse’s hoof.
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The invention also consists in providing a
catch lever pivotally secured to the center of
the clasp on its under side and designed to
hold the clasp in its tightened position by en-
gaging a circular rack formed on the under
surface of the clasp. -

The invention further consists in certain

other novel features in the arrangement and
construction of parts, all as heremeftel set
forth.

Referring to the accompanying drawings:

IFFigure 1 represents the shoe as applied to
Fig. 2 represents the form
of shoe on whieh I prefer to nse my invention,
the shoe and its fastenings being shown in
detached views. Fig. 3 represents a view of
the under side of the clasp showing the means
for holding the same in a tightened position.

In the use of a shoe of this character, expe-
rience has found it necessary,in view of the
expense of the construction providing for the
ready attachment and removal of the shoe, to

construct the shoe proper, of two plates, an
upper permanent plate A, provided with the
attaching device, and a lcwel wearing plate

B, Whlch 18 attached to the upper plate by 5 5

means of serews C, or otherwise. By this pro-

vision the wearing out of the shoe is confined .

to the plate B, whlch can be readily replaced
at any time at a trifling expense. |

The plate B is prowded with prods or spurs 5o

D, securely fastened thereto which extend
through the openings E, in the plate A, pro-
Jectm g slightly above the same. These prcds
D, together with the serrated or roughened

-eurtace F, of the upper plate, give 11g1d1ty to

the shoe When on the hoof and prevent the
lateral d1splecement of the same.
The straps G,forming the main securing de-

vice are preferebly constructed of metal and

made in bifurcated form at their lower por-
tions, making practically two straps a con-
nected ton*ether 1he bifurcated straps G
at their lower ends are made into hooks b
which are firmly secured around the pintles
¢ in the recesses d formed in the plate A.
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The upper ends of the straps G, are pro-

vided with hooks ¢ which hook to the clasp
H, in the eccentrically arranged slots £ The
clasp i8 preferably circular in form, and the
slots f'being semicircular are so formed in the

clasp or pla,te H, that one end will be near the

periphery, Whlle the other end is located in
close proximity to the center. The action of
the circular slots so arranged, both being di-
ametrically opposite each other,is to fcrce or

pull the straps G, toward the center of the

clasp, thereby twhtemnn' the streps and se-
curing the shoe ﬁrmly to the hoof.
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Ha,vmcr prcwded the means for binding the |

shoe on ﬁrmly, 1t 18 farther neceesary to de-
vise means for holding the clasp in its tight-
ened position; this I effectuelly acccmphsh
by providing a ratchet rim g on its under side
which is engaged by the bar I, pivotally se-
cuared at its central portion to the under side
of the plate or clasp, at its center. This bar

I, extends across the slots 7, and holds the

hccks e from sliding in the slots away from

the center of the clasp. The bar I,is prefer-

ably formed in the shape of the letter “ H,”
and has one of the side bars J longer than the
other, and sufﬁ_clem to extend slwhtly beyond
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the periphery of the clasp to
which is held in its normal position by the
ratchet rim ¢, but which can be readily re-

leased therefrom by depressing the same with |

the hand, when it is desired to remove the
shoe. .

In order to adjust the shoe securely to the

hoof, a suitable tool for turning the clasp
will have to be employed. -
- A convenient provision for the turning of
the claspistheholes j which are formed in the
plate diametrically opposite each other, and
which are designed to hold a lever rigidly on
the clasp, having projections to enter the said
openings. | |

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18— |

1. The combination with a
plemental shoe, of straps having a pivotal con-
nection with the latter shoe,and having their

main and asup- |

|

500,046

form a catch 7, | upper ends provided with hooks, a clasp hav-

ing eccentric slots in which the said hooks

| work, and a bar carried by the clasp for lock-

ing the hooks within said slots, substantially

as described. | _
2. The combination with a main and a sup-

| plemental shoe, of straps having a pivotal con-
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‘nection at their lower ends with the latter

shoe, and having their upper ends provided
with hooks, a clasp plate having eceentric
slots in which said hooks work, a catch bar
pivotally secured to the clasp-plate, and en-
cgaging teeth formed on said plate, substan-
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tially as described and for the purpose set 35

forth.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two subsecribing witnesses.
SILAS PRUDEN.
Witnesses: |
W. S. JAMES,
N. J. CLARKE.
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